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15 October 1944
SUBJECT: After Action Report - August 1944,

TO : The Adjutant General, War Department, Washington 25, D. C.
' (Thru: Commanding General, 80th Infantry Division, APO 80,
U. Se Army),

1, In compliance with paragraph 2b, Section III, Memorandum #64,
Headquarters 80th Infantry Divisian, the following comments, observations
and recommendations are submitted:

ae ORGANIZATI(N AND TRAINING: Each Infantry Division should

~  have one composite Tank Battalion (T/0 17-25) and one TD
‘Battalion (S.P.), as an organic part of the Division. The
composition of the organic tank battalion to be modified
as follows: .

(1) Present Medical Detachment to augment Divisian Medical
Personnel in lieu of the attached Medical Detachment,

(2) Mortar Platoon to be deleted as Division artillery
and supporting chemical mortars and organic 60mm and
81lmm mortars are sufficient,

(3) Assault guns to be placed in line companies, two (2)
per Company, in lieu of Headquarters Company, except
for training, when they will be grouped,

(L) Reconnaissance Platoon: Car half-track to be re-
placed by M8 Armored Car, + ton trucks to be equipped
with # inch ammor plate in front and sides along
driver and assistant driver, and thirty caliber
machine gun (air-coeled) on pedestal mount in front
of assistant driver,

(5) Headquarters Section, Battalion Headquarters, to be
equipped with M8 armored car in lieu of car half-
tra(:k H‘B Alo

(6) Maintenance Platoon: This platoon to be augmented by
one (1) M1 wrecker, six (6) tank mechanics, one (1)
shop truck with selected fourth echelon tools,
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l1iaison Section: Each tank battalion to be furnished
a liaison section consisting of three (3) Second
Lieutenants, three (3) drivers, Private or Private
First Class, for dispatch to respective combat teams,
These officers and enlisted men to be trained as
liaison, communication and reconnaissance personnel,
This is very necessary in normal operations,

PERS(NNEL:

(1) Maintenance Platoon: Add six (6) tank mechanics,
two (2) Technicians Fourth Grade, Three (3)
Technicians Fifth Grade, and one (1) crew chief,
Sergeant,

(2) privers: T/0 should be increased to furnish
assistant truck drivers for each truck, 2% ton or
larger.

(3) Basics: Basics removed by current T/0 changes,
should be retained for use by the Companies as
replacement crews or drivers,

(4) Replacements: All replacements furnished a combat

: tank company, to be trained as either drivers,
tank commanders or gunners. This training to in-
clude actual firing and training in current tank
weapons,

BEQUIPMENT: The following changes, additions, and
deletions of equipment are recommended from experience
gained on Carolina, Tennessee, California, Louisiana
Maneuvers, and in the Combat Zone,

(1) For the Liaison Section, three (3) % ton trucks
with at present time SCR 508 or 528, in lieu of
SCR 510, which radio has been found too unreliable
for normal use over varied terrain. A small AM
set with a sure voice range of two (2) miles is
preferred to the above, This set to net with
Infantry of SCR 506,

(2) A1l tanks to be equipped with telephones EESB,
placed on the rear deck, rear of turret, or rear
slope plate, for direct communication between the
Infantry Soldier and Tank Commander. If this is
not feasible or desirable, the contrel boxes
placed in a similar position should be installed
for above communication and necessary microphones
be provided,
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All tanks to be equipped with illuminated glass
turret covers to obviate the high casualty rate
among tank commanders,

Fach tank campany should be provided under cur-
rent T/E with three (3) SCR 536 (One (1) per
platoon leader - tank company), for direct com-
munication between tank platoon leaders and sup-
porting Infantry cemmanders, while on the move,
This radie to be placed in such a position

that the tank commander will not have to hold

it in his hand. This might be done by the use
of the issue threat microphcne with a two
position switch, one position for the tank radio,
and one position for the SCR 536,

Trucks: All trucks in the Battalion Supply and
Transportation platoon of Service Company, and
Company-Adminjstrative-less and Supply Sactions,
less kitchen trucks, should be of four (4) ten
capacity, in lieu ef two and one-half (23) ton
as now issued, due to the necessity of overload=-
ing the present wvehicles during normal operations
due to supply needs and long hauling distances,

The addition of one (1) 3/L ton truck, weapons
carrier type, for the use of the Battalion Supply
Officer, is highly desired and recommended, as

no provision is made fer adequate space for
maintenance of records and parts, Also one (1)

£ ton truck for the Transportation Officer, for
convoy control and allied transportation duties,

Further, one (1) 3/4 ton weapons carrier is de=
sired in the Battalion Maintenance Platoon for
carrying all spare radio equipment,

Radios: In addition to the comments above for
the liaison section, it is desired that more
positive comminication be available to the
Battalion Commander. The installations of the
SCR 506 er similar AM radio in each Company
Commander!s tank, Battalion Commander's tank,

in addition to those already installed under
current T/0 & E, is considered necessary and de-
sirable for adequate control under all conditims
of terrain,

Ammunition: ZXn illuminat flare for the 8lmm
mortar, and the tank two (2) inch mortar, are
highly desirable for issue and for use in night
attacks against/or from the enemy,
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(7)

(8)

Anti-aircraft mount: The anti-aircraft mount en
all tanks should be the 30 caliber light machine
gun in lieu of the 50 caliber machine gun as pre-
vided in current T/E.

Persanal equipment: In tank casualties of this
unit and frem information gathered from other
units, each tank has burned when hit and does net
permit personnel to evacuate any equipment ether
than that carried on the person, Therefere, it
would be a great saving te the Govermment and
afford future pretection to the personnel, for
the indi vidual arm of each tank crew member te
be the automatic pistol with shoulder holster, in
lieu of the Thompson Sub-Machine gun M-3 as now

_authorized. It is highly desirable however, that

one (1) sub-machine gun ¥~3, be an intregate part
of the equipment of the tank,

The addition of one (1) 2% ton truck to each
combat company for company supply, will enable

. the individual equipment of the men to be carried

therein when combat is eminent, and alsc afferd
transportation for supplies and personnel await-
ing tank replacements (tank).

(S

Lt Col, 702nd Tank Bn,
Commandinge

L4




PERSONNEL, ROSTER OF BATTALION S-4 SECTION

SIDNEY COHEN, Captain, 01013945, - Battalion Supply Officer

DAIE G. ROBERTS, Captain, 01011766 - Ass't Battalion Supply Offiocer
J. EDGAR SWANIN, lst Lt, 01010688 = Transportation Officer

JOHN B, O'BRIEN, WQJG, W=2127907 -~ Asstt Battalion Supply Offiocer
Peter J. Yaremich, T/Sgt, 31009283 - Battalion Supply Sergoan.t
Jeseph Rizzone, S/Sgt, 33436008 - Ass't Battalion Supply Sergeant
Merl R. Depp, Sgt, 37016689 - Battalion Supply Clerk
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&, Concentration On The Continent: (6 August 1944)

The Battalion, less light tank campany, arrived at "Utah Beach" in
France, 6 August 1944, on Landing Ships Tank and lLanding Craft Tank,
Disembarkation cemmenced at 1400 and progressed under supervision of Naval
Officers with the ceoperation of the Battalion Officers present. Traffic
contrel and guides te the allecated concentration area was perfomed by the
static beach traffic control Military Pelice.

The Battalion, less light tank cempany, one 105mm Howitzer Tank, one
Tank Recovery Vehicle, and one Mine Beater assembled in Transient Area "Bw,
‘ (1) supply: During this period Class I and IIT Supplies were replen—
ished, and Unit Train stocks were brought back te prescribed loads from
available supplies in transient area. There was no. expenditures on Class
¥V Supplies, :

(2) Por a 1list of majer item shortages existing upon arrival in Prance,
see enclosure nmumber 1 to this report,

(3) Nine each Exploder, Mine TIE3 being transported by this Organization
from the United Xingdom to the Continent for the Third United States Army
were turned ever to the Static Military Pelice,

by Jove to Brecy: (7 and 8 August 1944)

The Battalion, including the light tank company, which had joined the
Battalion, late 6 August 194), moved in two march serials te vicinity of Brecy.
3erial No. 1 consisting of wheeled vehicles and half-track vehicles; Werial No,
2 consisting of all track-laying vehicles. It was unnecessary to refuel enroute,
Contemplated use of Battalion to counterattack a German attempt to recapture
Avranches did not materialize. Class I and III supplies were replenished from

$rmy Depots during this period,

Movement to o Le Bruan: 8 August 1

When the attempt made by the Germans to recapture Avranches did not
materialize the Battalion, whilde enroute, received orders to join the 80th
Infantry Division located at Soulge Le Bruan for reinforcement. Replen§sh-
ment of Class I and Class [II supplies was effected during halts. Upon
closing in at the bivouac areas, S contacted appropriate staff officers
concerning supply procedure and submitted first of daily telegrams. Requisit~
ions covering shortages as listed in Annex No. 1 were presented in addition
to requisitions sutmitted to cover subsequent shortages and needs. During
this period troops were consuming C, D, K & U rations, '

Until this time there was no Quartermaster Bathing Unit available, however
& mmall lake in the bivouac area afforded the personnel of this Command
adequate washing and recreation facilities in the form of swimming. Adequate
guards were furnished by the 319th Infantry Regiment around the lake.
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de Movement to Chassille: (9 August 1944) ﬂES% -

" After the movement of the Battalion to the north of Chassille, Companies
A and B were attached to the 317th and 318th Infantry Regiments respectively
to form combat teams. In order to facilitate supply of these compsnies, two
fuel and lubricant and one ammunition trucks were attached to each of the
Companies. Replenishment of Class III and Class V Supplies during ensuing
minor battles was accomplished by rotating the trucks already attached to
Companies were trucks from Battalion Trains. This afforded an ideal op-
portunity to inventory and replenish the supplies on these vehicles in the
rear echelon, Class I and Class II supplies were obtained by daily trips
- to Battalion Rear FEchelon by respective Supply Sergeants, utilizing the
Company kitchen truck.

A gratuitous issue of PX items consisting of tooth powder, paste, soap,
cigarette, matches, razor blades, etc. was made at this time. The rapid
movement forward made it impractical to set up a permanent PX. Information
received fram Higher Headquarters informed us that gratuitous issue of PX
items would be issued weekly until establishment of unit PX,

A small supply of ordnance spare parts and accessories were recelved at
this time but none of the major items,

ey Operations at Sille La Guillaume and Evron (15 & 16 August 1944)

Attachment of supply trains to A and B Companies proved very satisfactory,
The carrying of Duffle Bags on the back deck of the tanks proved impractical
and immediate steps were taken to have them stored, Battalion S-i Officers
contacted the Civil Affalrs Section concerning storage facilities, and with-
out delay facilities were made avallable at lLe Mans. The personnel of the
Battalion were given the opportunity to retain such items important to the
ensuing operations. Impregnated clothing was ordered to remain in Duffle
Bags by the Battalion Commander for storage. Gas Masks, however, were
retained by all personnel. The absence of the Duffle Bags allowed greater
freedom for operations in the wvehicles,

After this operation, it was decided that the Company Cammander of
Service Company and the Transporation Officer were duplicating many tasks
in conjunction with the movement of supplies in the Transportation Platoon,
In this connection it was decided to put the Company Cammander of Service
Company in charge of Class V supplies and the Transportation Officer in
charge of Class III supplies. Both Officers were to turn over to the S-i
Section the status of the above mentioned supplies. This later proved
entirely satisfactory, however, many requests for wupplies and equipment
continued to come down from Officers and Enlisted Men of the Campanies
other than through the appropriate supply sergeants, which resulted in
duplicate requests being filled.

nG




f, Movement to prgentan: (17 and 18 August 1944 )

The march to the vicinity scuth of Argentan was a tactical move and
all vehicles were restocked with Class I, III and V supplies. A sufficient
nueber of Class III trucks were attached to each march unit for refueling
enroute, Campanies consumed Class I supplies on hand. No supply problems
eccurred. ’ . .

PREE A R
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s Operations at Argentan: (19 to 26 August 1944)

The tactical situation did not allow for setting up of Company
kitchens; therefore, mostly 10 in 1 rations were issued with some C and X,
rations, Line cempanies requested K rations for comsumption during operat-
ions. A B ration was issued at the cenclusion of the operation. A Quarter-
master Laundry, fumigation and bath unit was made available to the Battalion
on the 24th of August for the first time on the continent. Up to this time
members of this Command toek full advantage of existing streams for bathing
and washing ef clothing. Supply route for Class III and Class V supplies
was excessively long, however, there were no critical shortages during
this period. FEwacuation of casualties was handled through the eellection
stations of the apprepriate combat teams, Dus to the open terrain it was
necessary to establish forward loading ambulance points in front of the
appropriate cellecting stations. During this eperation duplicate requests
continued to come in for supplies making it impossible to defermine the
definite needs for the companies,

h, Movement to Chalen: (26 to 29 A t 1

This move covered approximately 300 miles which involved a sizeable
Class III preblem which was met very satisfactorily due to the faellowing
arrangements at a meeting between the S-2, S-4 and Chief of Staff. It was
decided to move the Battalion separate from the Division and attached
Units. Since road priority could not be obtained to move the Battalion
prior to the Division, the Battalion moved out at the tail end of the
Division and attached Units. the suggestion of the Chief of staff, the
Battalion S-i left approximately six hours before the Battalion fer Army
Headquafters approximately 180 miles forward. Here he contacted Army
Qartermaster Class III Officer and endeavored to get locations of appropriate
D/P.ts along the three hundred mile route., Only one D.P. was available,

- however, a second point was given whereby gasoline ceuld be picked up at a
captured Air-Strip, southwest of Orleans, where it was being flewn in by U.S,
transports. The S-4 Officer immediately back-tracked the route ami picked
up empty gas trucks from tail end of Battalion column and led them to the
D.P. Thus it was possible for the Unit to refuel withot loss of time,
After each refueling period the empty gas trucks were pulled out fifteen
minutes prior to the pattalion meving out, and were taken to the gas dump
lecated ferward in the direction of the movement. By the time these trucks
were refueled and returned to the reute of march, the Battalion celumn was
well ahead and the full gas truckes were able te pull up at the tail of the
column without any confusion,

-5,-
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h. Movement to Chalon: (26 to 29 August 1 ontld,)

Class I supplies were distributed to all companies at halts from
reserve stocks on unit train. water was also distributed at the halts and
replenished at the nearby D.P.'s. No Class V supplies were necessary,

The pattalion closed in at its assembly area after a march of 5i hours

duration. Class I and Class III supplies were replenished fram appropriate
Corp DoPo"O

i, Operations at Chalons; (29 to 2‘ 1 August 1944)

Class II1 supply point was ninety miles back and supplies were growing
increasingly critical in all units and the Supply Point. The shortage was
alleviated by the capture of enemy D.P. at Coolus, approximately 80,000
gallons of gasoline being stored in tank cars. Eight trucks were sent to
the railroad siding, but upon arrival it was discovered that the captured
gasoline was of too low an octane rating for operation of the tanks; there-
fore, only 18,000 gallons was picked up for operations of general purpose
vehicles. This proved detrimental to the efficient operation of the vehicles,
this was corrected by mixing the captured gasoline with American 80 octane
gasoline. On the 30th of August, the Battalion moved to St. Etienne narth
of chalons, where the Battalion was released from the Division in order to
perform long overdue maintenance. The 50lst Heavy Maintenance Company Tank
was attached for additional support in order to accomplish this work in the
least amount of time. The delay in arrival of replacement parts and the
increasingly shartage of Class III supplies delayed the Battalion until the
5th of September. At this point Class III supplies were controlled by
allocation made by Corps. A special allocation of 14,000 gallons permitted
the Battalion to move to the vicinity south of Flirey the 6th of September.

At the time much captured material, particularly vehicles, was retained
by units of this Organization. Captured Class I supplies, which included
cheese and butter were issued to the troops to supplement the ration.

-b -
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annex No, 1 Yo Seotion 111

Naor Item Shortagess
Class I: Mo shortages
Class 11t
AIRL alF Jorges
_ Inter-aireraft control lemp, C3
Siemies) prfare Servies
No ahortages
Rogineer
kiine,probe, Ml
Mediead
Ne shortages
Srugapge
Binoeulars, Mib or M17
Mownt, Range Pinder, M8
Gun, 3 Cal, MO, fixed, M 191y A5
Small peresatage of spare parts and equipmeat
Tool sets, Spesial, Combat Vehisles
Suartermaster
Outfit, feot measuring, Mlyis)d
Selestor, qualifieation, card
Outfit, eeoking, cne burmer
Shamsl
Panel, iL 14l w/sase
Test Se8, I-176
.'Olm, =166

Sn:1l peresatage of spare parts and esessories fer radies.
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HEADUARTERS Dild o repn
702ND, TANK PATTALICH | '
APO 403 US iRY

20 October 1944,

[}

SUBJECT: Transmittal of After Action Report - September 1%,

TO : The Adjutant General, war Department, Washington 25, D. C.
(Thru: Commanding General, 80th Infantry Division, APO 80,
Ue Se Amy‘).

1, Transmitted herewith is After Action Report - September 1944
in accordance with AR 345-105 as mmended by Change 3,

2, 5-2 file, message books and overlays are submitted herewith
as supporting papers, 1

For the Commanding Officer:

—

ERT . ¥VC GONI
CWO USA,
16 Incls . "Personnel Adjutant,
.1 52 File
1 Overlay File
5 Copies of After Action Report
9 Message Books

RESTRICTED
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HEADQUARTERSE
702ND TANK BATTALION
APO 403 US ARMY

;” ‘-: ”;A’,:‘ ‘1T
it \Q oo FU 19 October 1944.

SUBJECT: After Action Report - September 194,

TO : The Adjutant General, War Department, Washington 25, D. C.
(Thru; Commanding General, 80th Infantry Division, APO 80,
+ Ue So Amy)o

ls The comments, observations and recommendatians submitted in
After Action Report for August 194/, appended hereto and marked Appendix
#1, are resubmitted, and the following recommerdatiors submitted:

ae ORGANIZATION: Upon consideration of the tactical use of
the Tank Battalion attached to the Infantry Division, it
is recommended that the light tank company be deleted and
one (1) self-propelled tank destroyer company be substituted
therefor. The conversion of the personnel fram the light
tank tompany to the self-propelled company, would be very
easy, inasmuch as all men were originally trained on the
medium tank, and the only training necessary would be that
required to familiarize the gunner and loader with the
characteristics of the 76mm or 90mm gun, types of ammun—
ition, and capabilities and limitations of the weapon,

——

TAIBOI' III
Lt Col, 702nd ka Bn,

1 Appendix Commanding,
1 After Action Letter for August 19%4.
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SIDEEY COHEN, m’,m-muum Spply Offiser

.DALE G. MOBERYS, Oaphain, CROL11T66 ~ Aes't Battalion Supply Offiesr

J. KDGAR SWANIN, et I8, CACL066S - Pranepertation Offieer
JOM B. OYBRINS, WOJG, W-T1Z7907 - Ass't Bettalion Supply Offfesr
Peter J. Yorenich, 7/3g8, 33009283 - Battalicn Supply Sergeant
Jeseph Maxons, S/3gh, 33436008 - Ass't Battaliocn Supply Sergeant
Merl R. Depp, Sgt, 37006689 - Pattalion Supply Cleek
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Testical emgloyment:Co A attashed to 317th CT,Ce B te the )13tk CT.The
original planiEach tank eompany to orose with the CT te whish it was sttashed.
However since the tanks had to wait for the ocompletiom of the heavy pomtos
bridges,Comparndes A and B crosssd after the foot eleasnte of the twe CTs,
The Shermans were abls to sross afte CeSTREW

On arrival at the far shore Co A was parcalled out to the battalionms of
the J17th,one platoca tmnon.oln platoon a position om the
reverse slope of F. ang&nmx..coan-amdumu
a reserve positioa oovered hy sm orchard nsar the river (797-295).

mmdu&mowmﬁw.ummma
FACY as am assembly area,three major thrusts were directed at the bridgehead.
Bach thrust featured a team consisting of a platoon of tanks soordinating with
a oompany of infantry. Ons thrust was direeted through ST JENEVIEVE, across the
rid s to the 3”'9‘1‘ mn,:g{;-mwmm.mmm
twﬂ%www .-mmummm.mmm
_wm.mumgfwmm.muukdmmmw

the forward slopes of JENEVIEVE HILL were cut off by tnese thrusts.

Ltilizing the dense early morning d;t,lcﬁ.n:;whdnic of the ?,K:.J VALLEY
umnnum,mom%‘ggchMMMoocmodmm.
e infantry and T™De &t 1C were pushed back and the en countersttack oarried
to within 200 yards of Co B's position,There the 11 tanks of Co B apparently
urnotioced by the ene 1y opened up om the en,knooking out two tanks, and twrning
him back.The tanks fired from set locatioms,

Go A whioh had bny pqnho% from the hill,reorganised,and in staggered line

formstion prooeedsd up ?sg.z.,fono-dbyunwmammm
]
acvement was effected on amumnn? presulting in the capture of the w.?f}

on thegiIEIETS0 o B with 3rd Bn,J18th CT,attacked u;;ssﬁn 41T, .
The xission was ascomplished The { of the 15th wheeen ocounterattack ‘
SR R B i

from FOET DE FACQ,captured ATTON,and LOISY.The mem om MOUSSON HILL were ocut off,
After three days thay were relieved. j

- et h e e e ek g i e+ £
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MOSELLE CROSSING: 702nd "';';.fm"" (z)t o
During the period
suppors, outpoating, amd morals.
nmmwxmmunmumwmrcmmm.
NMWummmm«#}yﬂpmna}m_”
well-defined svemues.From the heighta of MT TOULON and MT ST JEAN the ea eoculd
bring to bear cbserved artillasry fire om sastbourd traffis.Ihe roads are
frequently bounded on one side by deeply ditohed streams, om the other side
by rises too steep far tanks.Thus deployment and dispersion were lixited,
The weather during this period was satisfactory.The tanks ware not
roadbound.Since the en had the roads andother natural spprosches well zeroed ia

the tanks moved arosssountry as oftem as terrein perwitted,

Su LS e, Mac s
Few nine casualties.Minefields becoming more deliberate

L@t aiwn Taiber
iy vas based oo sotarvisees vits QERERERDR o2 T

énﬂr'-":fm:‘ ML ExmaT T CO Colp ig bin L. 0 > Slr
fani c° I uﬂfs&& c'ro‘,oHN
cr [N ISy P“";Cg'l) ‘_
Co 43 and interviews with numerous enlisted personnsl.
Sontotad vy SR

T5q91 €3, Aoy 00

(77 Saup(w “up 78S -
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4
‘ Ralph Tather G0 Tz Tk By
he orossing ¢ Ol p at ORALONS
tracke ,After am osve 8 A the dattalisa arrived meap

FLIRIY.AS that tise the 50th Mv wag figh in Vv yee separcie seelions.

Cne seodlon from OILULCUARD 48 inelude MNALIA MARBASAR e POMFEY exelusiw®
and PONPIY te TOUL.After these aress te the Yest of the river were slear of
sneny preperstions were made for the arvssing.

IV wag essential te cross the tanks a3 008 &8 Ossidll afteP the inivial
sssaultl By the infantry.fewvever the mudiy river bottoa luded
the tanks.™he sreesing were (¢ takxe plaes neep X KULD vheye the rives
forms twe arms eadraging an island,ilthough it vas pessibhle 19 ferd the f \ 7

arm,1t wvas ‘mpossible te letaraine the fordaWdlity of the fay are untid)
the engineers had aade s ‘horough reconnaissange of that arm.A pessidle
ford was logated after the infan had made e assaull,ud after an
sttempt to ford an armored Joszer al the likxsly location had failed,it was :
deciled 40 “uill a heavy ponton over the far aym as well as over the eanal .
and the near 2rsnoh,

Originally 1t had deen planned te ocross caeh tk 00 with the S7 o wvhigh
1t was attached,.ovever sinee the tanks had 6 waid for the seapletien of
the three heavy ponten briigse,plans were altered and A Jo and B Oe cressed
after the twe Ts.

A Co wag attached t0 the 317th 3T and B 20 te the 313th CT.3 Je was epeww
ating with the 313th CT 7ie of TCUL and D Jo was with the Jiv aa Troop.

The srossing ook plagce vith the norual 4if*ileulties bBut ne locees, !
Intermittent shelling was in process froa the enemy-held heights and cnee :
traf~ies was held up a fevw minutes, :

Cn arrival at he far 3lle uohbxm“ &\‘ff Mm and wae
orlered o take up & position,le A proceeded t9 the high ground 3jeuth of
ST JENEVIIVE,2o 3 'uat Nerth of LE PONT DL NONS om the road telOISY (797-
29%) (FONT A "U3 7% 1150,000) thc I3 D o]

At O40C on the morning of the em ocountsrauttiasked and dreve the

2na The Fecimenta . Co infantry amd e A,702nd temporerily off the hills.The Germam infan and
: - tanks 4reve the Assricans te OC rarda o he Sridze,The (P ¢ X
datue gy sTA 318th T vas overrun : -l il A SRS :
Weve, (housm B €D ™e B Oe tanks 1in position opened up,This tank fire from set locations hy
itaelf repelled the eounterattask.laptured Jermen astill shaorvers
/ﬂ . OT 3)8 Co 4. es atiribute the fasilure of the eountersttask % the direet fire frea the ‘
ok ’ Amerieam tanks soupled with the fset that a lmeky hit by wns‘mu
C’o!HM/A, D. Mec Nigqh antenna put the ea obgervers out of eontast with their arty.T™he Jermans,
asoerding te these P¥s, did net dring up reenforcementis immediately after
~Fl /5?,, () :“muin‘.o- \he afternsonnef the 13th CCA,4Vh Ared, passed threugh the
m‘
The other operations of the TO2nd eensist ef small engagements {ntemdsd

te cnhrar;:: briigehead,
™e n ia thie area is bad from the peint of view ef m.mn)ﬂ

are t9o steey,
™he weather has deen satisfaetery and the tanks have net deen roaidound,

T™he Jermans had ths reade aad ether natural approsshas wsll saresd in,and
far t reason the tanks soved arees- &8 oftan ae tarrain psrajtted,
T3 a fow mine casualtiies,Tlelds wore ieliderate,

Only seen twe “8¢,mestly “somped up”TSe small stuff,
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SUBJECT: After Action Repert - Octeber 1944,

yro ¢ The Adjutant Gmeral War Department, Washingten 25, D. C.
(Thru: Cmnding)Gmeral 80th Infantry Division, APO €0,
U. S. Amy).

1, In complisnce with peragraph 2b, Section ITI, Memorandum #6k,
Headmarters 80th Infantry Division, APO 80 U. S. Amy, the following
eo_mta, ebservations and recommendations are submitted:

8. ORGANIZATION AND TRATNING: Ne comments over and abeve
those effered in the months of August and Septamber 1944.

Eo PERSONNEL:

(1) A1l figures fer personnel sheuld be taken fram the
%f ‘ effective fighting strength of the unit, ‘and net
; frem the aaaig:od strength as basis for requiu:lt.ion.

(2) An initial overage of two (2) tank crews oompleto

; per tank company sheuld be permitted and maintained

; due to the fact that in many instances upen hitting

"mines, the vehicle is ready for action again after
feur (k) to six (6) hours, whereas the persennel
must be evacuated, resulting in a shortage ef crews
fear the number of vehicles on hand fer opsration,

Ce BEQIPMENT: The follewing changes, additions, and deletions
of equipment are recommended from experience gained en
Carelina, Tennessee, Californ:h, Leuisiana Maneuvers, and
in the Cembat Zene: -

(1) The installation ef the SOR 300 fér Infantry-Tank
cemmuinication should be expedited in view ef the fact

that the SCR 536 has preven inadequate and cumberseme
for use within the tank,

- (2) There is a waried opinien en the suitability e desir-
ability of the use ef the .50 caliber machine-gun as
a ceaxial and aati-aircraft gmm. It is felt that fer
(\ rranging-in® purpeses fer firing, the ,50 caliber weuld
Vv be better than the.30 caliber, however, with a cen-
sideratien of ammanitien expenditure and awilable
sterage space for ammmnitien, the ,30 caliber gun remains
¢ the mere dosirlblo of the twe, -

BexiRIETED 25 g
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(3) Due to the critical tire shortage, it is highly recemmen-
ded that cembat tire fer the % ten and 2% ten truck be
issued in lieu of the standard tire now issued,

(4) A1l tanks issued as replacements should be complete with
the following items:

(a) A1l guns and spare parts.

(b) Proper radio and necessary equipment, to include
microphanes, head-sets, cerds, spare antennas, etc,

(c) All sights and pereescepe heads.

(d) Pirst echelen teols,

(e) Sufficient cleaning and mreserving materials fer the
normal operation, te include ef a certainty cleaning-
rods and brushes fer all weapons organic to the
vehicle,

This equipment should be shipped in some manner such as a
bill of lading, to accampany the tank, te insure that the
minimm essential fighting equipment arrives with the tank
upon delivery te the using unit,

(5) Thé connector type greusers should be installed Rahé% each
full track vehicle at the factery, as these greusers reduce
the ground pressure in diffimlt terrain, facilitate steer-
ing, and generally enables the vehicle te negetiate terrain
which was heretofere impassable,

(6) 1In order to safeguard Gevernment preperty, te bolstu- the
morale of the men, and facilitate the transpertation ef
the individual seldier's equi t, the Table ef Organ-
izatian should include twe (2 trucks per line Cempany,
in the Administrative, Mess and Supply Sectien, (One (1)
for the Mess and one (1) fer the transportatien ef the
personal belangings), it having been determined that if
these articles were carried en the tank, they are seen
lest with a need fer aubsoqucnt replacement,

bt

TALBOT III,
It Col, 702nd ‘rl.nk Bn,
Cemmanding,
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SUEJZCT: After Action Report - [lovember 1944,

TO : The adjutant General, “jar Department, "ashington 25, D, C.-
(Thru: Commanding general 80th Infantry Division, AFC 80,
Ue Se krr“y')

l. In complisnce with paragrarh 2b, Section III, Memorandum Y64, Fead-
surrters 80th Infantry Divisiocn, AFC 80, U. S. Amy, the following comments,
observations ond recommendcticns are submitted.‘

2e  ORGANIZATION:

(1) .= was mentioned in the same revort for the menth of
September, 1944, it is considered thect the Infantry
Division must have an organic tank battalion attached.
However, combat experience since that time has indicated
certain changes over and above those exvressed in the
reports of September, 194L and October 194L.

(2) The present pattalion Headquarters organization lacks:

(a) A clerk~typist for the S-2 and S-3 Sections, and two |
(2) radio operators, MOS 236, (Telegrarhic orcrators, .
Tec L or Tec 5). N
(b) The S-4 should be assigned to Service Company in lieu
of Headquarters as is now the current ’E/O.

N
(3) The car half-track now authorized should be substituted F
for by an armored car with SCR 506 and 508.

(4) The assault gun platoon should be deleted from Headcuarters
Company, a section of two (2) guns, added to the T/O of the
medium tank company.

(5) me 1light tank company would be better substituted for by
either an additi medium tank carpeny, or one (1) company
of twelve (12¥ tank destroyer guns, self-propelled,

be EQUIPMENT:

(1) The 75mx icient muzzle
veloci s, even at - §
close “fof by the 76mm or ~
90 mm &\

&

(2) Each tank|gompany should have, for liaison purposes, an S

508 mountéd “’

16\

‘ . -ln
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(3) Soame suitable radie, preferably AM, should be installed
in eadh tank company and tank platoon redie tank, for
positive comminication with the Infantry. This set to be
of necessity small, compact, and with a sure range of
one (1) mile. (This organization has not received the
AN/VRC 3 series and has no knowledge of the capabilities

of this set at this time). The SCR 536 has been tried
and found unsatisfactory,

(4) All pereorinel of the tank unit should be authorized a
combat suit in lieu of only tank personnel,

(5) The automatic pistol should be the individual arm of all
tank crews, :

(6) An additional ten (10) ton wrecker with crew is necessary

for proper performance of maintenance under combat con-—
ditions. .

(7) Three (3) dozer blades (one (1) per Company) are highly
desirable and perpetually needed for use either by the
tanks against fortifications, ditches, stc., or to assist
combat éngineers in preparations of crossings. (The one
(1) available to this organization has been extremely
useful in all operations to date.)

MISCELLANEQUS:

(1) A revised list of the necessary fighting equipment for
each combat vehicle as determined by the crews of the
vehicle, should be drawn up and after compilation, appre-
priate T/Es and T/0Os should be changed in conformance
with the items considered necessary or extremely desirable,
it having been found that there is an excessive quantity
of miscellaneous articles carried in the tanks and other
combat vehicles, which are soon misplaced, lest, or other-
wise disposed of because they are superfluous. (Example:
flag sets),

(2) Replacemenf vehicles must be issued with sufficient machine
gun spare parts, and first echelon tools, radios and guns
to insure the fighting capabilities of the wehicle,

(3) A combat tire or puncture-proof tube should be devised fer
the 1/L ton truck, 3/4 ton truck, and, 2% ton truck.

(4) Tire repair kits to include hot patches, should be part
of the on-vehicle equipment for esach wheeled vehicle,

(5) It is considered feasible to construct in the exterior
of the canned rations, some type of heat element which

U A |
-2- fie ns € ds ?é!‘it,ll 17
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when either lighted or exposed to air, would warm up the
contents of the ration contained above. This would in-
sure that the soldier under any conditions would receive
warm food, and be a considerable factor in cutting down
the number of cases of dysentery due to minor intestinal
disturbances caused by eating cold food while his system
is already in a chilled conditione

/
/ /R@Hﬂ?’é{m IIY

1t Cel, 702nd Tank Bn,
comnding.

past
(@]



o — ; { 2y -l ) < P — e
™ : —
H¥Aw _
702MD TANK PATTALION 0 D
AP0 403 5 A

12 January 1945

SUBJECT: After Action Report - pecesber 194 ke

70 . ‘Me AL ub 2ot general, war Dopartimnt, Washington 25, De Co
‘ (Thrus Commanding General, g80th Infantry pivision, APO 80,
U. Sof ;\M) . )

1, In cowpliance with 1 eaorandum #6l, YOUT Headquarters, dated
2], Augast 19405 Subjects gistories of Organiza.t.ions and Reports After
setion Agai.nst wnemy, there are no further comment s observa.tions or
rocomendations other than those mentioned in After Action qepoxrts ©
August, gepLembeT October and Joveuber 194k e

1% Gol, 702nd Tan BD,
Commandinge

CLASSIFICATION

CANCELL!
BY AUTHOBITY OF TE}E}"EH‘B GIXERAL

DAWN AR ENTG CORTTT

235 7 ¢




o i AUP” - . C&, 80th Inf Div

L _Es 1 January 1945
HEADQUARTERS 702D TANK BATTALION CVC%D
APO 403. US ARMY ~
L7

1 Janusarv 1945

AFTER ACTION REPORT - DECEMBER 1944

‘Soction I - Summarv ef Dailv Operatiens and Actiens (S-3)

1 Degsmber te 3 December 1944

. Lecatien of Battalien Cemmand Pest - St. Aveld. The beginning
ef the menth feund the three medium tank cempanies attached te the
respective combat teams, as fellews: Cempany "A" te 317th Cembat
Team, Cempany "B" te 318th Combat Team, and Cempany "C" te 319th
Combat Team,

Cempany "D" had ene plateen attached te Cempany "A" and "B™
each, while ths third plateen was attached te the 80th Divisien Re-
conaissance Treop engaged in pretecting the Divisien right flank
(vicinity Henryville). The Divisien had just cempleted nearly a
menth ef continueus eperatien; and this peried (lst te 3rd ef Dec-
ember) was spent by 811 cempanies in cenducting maintenance en tanks,
radies, and weapens’,

3 Degember te & December 1944

Cempanies "A" and "B" each reinferced by ene plateen ef light
tanks were attached te the 318th Infantry fer the purpese ef cap-
turing Pfarreberswiller and the high greund te the nertheast.

The Cembat Team planned te attack with twe battaliens abreast
(1st Battalion en the right. 2nd Battalien en the left, with ene
tank cempany subattached te each ef the assault battaliens).

Company "A" attached te the 2nd Battalien was te wait until the
Infantry had established a bridgehead ever a small stream running N
and S threugh Pfarrsberawiller and then te advance in the battalien
zene with the Infantry. .

Cempany "B" attached te the lst Battalien was te assist it in
the capture ef Pfarreberswiller, and cress the stream after the
bridgehead had been established., Upen cressina the stream the cem-
pany was te assist the advance ef the Battallien te the ebjective,

The attack started 0730. 4 December 1944, and pregressed as
plenned., Pfarreberswiller and Thedingen were liberated; 135 prisen=
ers captured. Ne tanks were lest in this eperatien, but Captain Mac-
Dermett, Cemmanding Cempany "A", was serieusly weunded while en recen=-
naissance near Thedingen. First Lieutenant Gifferd assumed cemmand
of the cempany.

Z

6_December te 17 December 1944
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Command Pest lecated at Valment. The 80th Divisien wes pinched
eut of the line en 16 December 1944 by the advance ef the 6th Armered
Divisien and reverted te Cerps Reserve. Since ne actien was imminent
the tank cempanies were released frem attachment te the Cembat Teams
and assembled as fellews: Cempanies "A" and "D" at Lachambre, Cem-
panies "B" and “C" at Altwiller. The tetal peried frem the 6th te
the 17th was deveted te much needed maintenance en all vehlcles ex-~
cept fer appreximately eight heurs spent by each cempany in Tank =
Infentry training with the Cembat Teams.

17 December te 21 December 1944

In cempliance with erders te meve te the vicinitv ef Binning,
the Battalien cressed the 80th Divisien Initial Peint near St. Aveld
at 1340, 17 December 1944, and after an uneventful read march clesed
inte Binning at dusk.

Decenber 19th the 7024 Tank Battalien was suddenly erdered te
meve with the 80th Divisien te the vicinity ef Bascharage, Lusembeurg.
The Battalien marched in six serials; the lead serial cressing the
Initial Peint (Sarre-Unien) at 1305.

Except fer a 45 minute refueling halt in the vicinity ef St.
Avoeld, the unit made a centinueus read march te Esch, Luxembeursg,
arriving there 2358, 19 December 1944.

The Cemmanding Officer reverted at ence te the Division Cemmand

Pest where he received orders te attach one medium tank ceompany te
sach ef the Cembat Teams that were to occupy defensive positiens
north eof Luxembeurg City. Accerdingly the companies were refueled
at ence, and moved out at first light the merning ef the 20th; Cem-
gany "A” going to Gondersnge (attached te 31Tth Infantry), Cempanv

B" to Blachette (attached te 318th Infantry), and Cempenv "G~ te
Bereldange (attached te 318th Infantry). The Battalien Cemmand Pest
meved frem Esch te Demmeldange after the companies had cleared.

21 Dascember te 31 December 1944

Cemmand Pest meved from Demmeldange to Reckange-les-Mersch en
23 December 1944,

Pursuant te Field Message #23, Headquarters III Corps, the 80th
Divislen concentrated NW ef Luxembeurg December 21st in preparation
for an advance to the nerth befere daylight 22 December 1944,

For this eperation the three medium tank companies ("A", "B",
and "C") were attached te 317th, 318th, and 319th Cembat Teams re-
spectively, Cempany "D" had ene plateen attached te each "A", "B",
and "C" Cempanies. The assault gun plateon was attached to Company
"C" due to the shertagze of tanks in that companv.

OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "A".K 7024 Tank Battalien, attached te 317th
Infantrv fer pericd 22 December to 31 December 1944

Initially in this operaticn the 317th Infantry was in Division
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Reserve; therefore, Company "A"™ was inactive except. for movements
tcward the front., as the assaulting Combat Teams advanced.

The Cembat Team was cemmitted from Neiderfeulen the night of 25
December to take Welscheid., The 2nd Battalion with Company "A" at-
tached started the advance frem Neiderfeulen after dark; plans had
been made for members of the Infantry to gulde the tanks. However,
due to extreme darkness the assault platoon became separated from
1ts guides and ran off a cliff thus losing four tanks.

On the 25th, the 317th launched an attack to take Kehmen and
Bourscheid frem the southwest, The attack was made by the 2nd and
3rd Battalions of the 317th Infantrv, with Company "A" supperting
their advance. This ferce was unable te take Kehmen on the 25th,
and the attzack was continued the next day agalnst hesvy enemy re-
sistance, consisting of fire frem autematic and direct fire weapons,
The attack was steppred short ef Kehmen and our ferces took up defen-
sive positions on the high ground seuth and seuthwest ef the town,

Cempany "A" occupied defensive positions in this secter until
27 December at which time it withdrew to Neiderfsulen.

OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "B" ., 7024 Tank Battalien. attached te 318th
Infantry for peried 22 December teo 31 December 1944

The 318th Cembat Team was eordered to advance in the right of
the Divisien Zene, startina 0600, 22 December 1944, The plan of at-
tack was to advance north up the reced, Mersch, Colmar, Berg through
Ettelbruck. The Combat Taam planned to advance in & column of bat-
taliens with Company "p", plus ene cempany ef infantry riding on the
tanks as advance guard,

Fer the purpese of pretecting the bridge acress the Wark River
at Celmar ene platoen of light tanks plus & company of infantrv were
meved te Colmar the night of December 21st with orders to held the
bridges until the Cembat Team had passed.

The Cembat Team meved out from Mersch 0600, 22 December 1944,
and advanced witheut eppesition until it reached the vicinity ef
Ettelbruck. Ettelbruck preved teo be very well defended with autema-
tic weapens and anti-tank guns. The nature ef the tsrrain wes such
that the tanks were severely channelized in their appreach te the
tewn &nd due te this cenditien the tanks were unabdle te force an en-
trance inte the tewn. The lead tank succeeded in reaching the edge
ef Ettelbruck, but was destreyed by anti-tank gun fire.

The attack en Ettelbruck was continued the 23rd with ene Bat-
talien eof Infantry attempting te enter the tewn frem the west. One
plateen of tanks did succeed in entering the tewn, but it was erdered
te withdraw when it bocamc apparent that 1t would bs impessible te
reinferce them, Cempany "B" then withdrew and set up defensive pes-
itiens with the Infantry, nerthwest, west, and seuth ef Ettelbruck.

The cempany eccupled these pesitiens until the end of the montgz
-3-




witheut change except one plateen which meved te the high greund
seuth of Kehmen en 27 December rslieving Cempany "A" frem that pesi-
tion,

OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "C", 7024 Tank Battallien, attached te th
Infaptry fer peried 22 December te 31 December 194

The plan ef the 319th Cembat Team was te advance in thelr zene
with the lst and 2nd Battalliens assaultina, The 2nd Battallien 1n
Regimsntal Reserve was te fellew the 3rd Battalien. The 2nd plateen

of Company "C" was attached te the 3rd Battalien, and the cempanv
less ene plateon te the lat Battalien,

The advance en 22 December meved ferward against mederate re-
sistance and the tewns eof Merzig, Oberfsulen, Feulen, were cleared
ef the enemy.

During the night ef 22 December 1944, the 2nd Battallem ef the
319th Infantry with the 3rd plateen ef Cempany "C" attached, advanced
from Oberfeulen te Heiderschied, meeting ne resistance until they en-
tered the tewn. The resistance threat in tewn was speedilv everceme
and the tewn eccupied by eur treeva.

At 1100. 2% December 1944, the 2nd plateen which had been help-
ing the 3rd clean eut Merzig (Germans had infiltrated during the
night) was ordered to Helderschied te assist the 2nd Battallen ef the
%19th Infantry in repelling a ceunterattack en Heiderschied censlsting
of infantrv and armered vehicles, The ceunterattack was successfully
repelled with heavy lesses te the enemy,’

The 2nd platoen reverted back te the 3rd Battalien as that unit

came threugh Heiderschied, ard assisted that Battallen in 1its advance
to the nerth.

In the meantime the 1lst plateon attached te the lst Battalien ef
the 319th had advanced against mederate resistance te Kehmen, The
unit was counterattacked by 25 German tanks the morning ef 24 December.
All feur tanks present in the platoen were destreyed er disabled in
the ensuing actien and the Infantry forced te withdraw slightlv,

The cempany svent the remainder of the menth in clearing the
towns of Ringel and Tatler, in conjunction with the 2nd and 3rd Bat-
tallens eof the 319th and in holding these tewns against ceuntersttack,

The cempany alternated plateons every 48 heurs during this peri-
od. by holding that part ef the company net beines used in Helderschied.

Summary ef Enemy Equipment Destreved:

half-tracks
tanks

anti-tank suns
cemmand car
artillerv pleces -
horse-drawn supvlv vehlcgles b
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Cemmunications:

Use - Normal procedure empleyed threugheut the menth with the

exception ef relay statlions used durina eperatiens due te spread ef
zone of action and adverse terralin.

(Nete: All supperting decumsents were previeusly turred in te the
80th Divisien Histerian.)

//f34£>2£24»4§zﬁzaaaa,qun~.<;
CHARLES D, SAMMONS,

Majer, 7024 Tank Bn,
s-3,
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7024 Tank Rattalion,
APO 403, c/o Postmaster,
New York, New York.

TABIE NUMBER 1,

BATTLE CASUALTYNREPORT BY TYPE OF CASUALTY
(Figures taken from Morning Reports up to and in-
cluding 31 December 194 for the period 1 Decem-
ber 194, thru 31 pecember 1%4).

DATR KA DO A LA MA  TOML RID's
1 Dec 0 0 1 0 0 1 0
30 330 P P P Py e orery
4 Dec 0 0 2 0 0 2 5
FNN X% 3t Y %3¢ P TP T
8 Dec 0 0 1 0 0 1 6
S P e A P e T SO
9 Dec 0 h | 0 0 0 1 3
FEMHE P P H P P 3 T
22 Dec 0 0 4 0 0 4 14
RS o 9 e 36 A3 39 PP
23 Dec 1 0 L 0 1 6 I
21, pac 3 0 1, 0 0 17 0
25 Deac 0 0 2 0 0] 2 2
26 Dec 1l 0 1l 0 2 L 0
27 Dec 0 1 2 0 0] 3 0
28 Dec 0 0 1 0 0 1 0
29 Dec 0 0 1l 0 0 1 0]
G % 33 9 3368 P Py P

TABLE NUMEER 2.
PRISONERS COF WAR CAPTURED

DATE Pils

4 Dec 135
3399 3
TOTAL 135

TABLE NUKBER 3

RE LACRLENTS RECZIVED
(Including Hospital Returnees)

DATE NO,
o E
2 Dec 13
FSIE TS



TABLE NUKBER 3 CQUT'D,

DATE NO.
& Dec 5
39 e
10 Dec 5
33006 363t
13 Dec 7
I 33638
16 Dec 7
36086 EYPEYs
23 Dec 4
I TS
TOTAL L1

TABLE NUMEER 4.
AYARDS AND DECCRATICNS

Decorations awarded fram 1 December 1944 to 31 December 1944,

Noe

2 Bronze Star Medal

XY 02k Leaf Cluster to Bronze Star

“2b Purple Heart Award

I (1st)0ak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart
1 (2nd)Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart

GRAVES REGISTRATION: MNene BATTIEFIELD APPOINTMENTS: Nene

SPECIAL SERVICE: Metien pictures were drawn as available threurh the
80th Divisien Special Service Office as the tactical situatien psr=
mitted. Ne ceuncil beeks were received during the menth and enlv &
limited distributien ef macazines. An adequate distributien ef games
was received threugh the 80th Divisien.

MATL: Mail service was unagtisfactery, especilally when the unit
meved, Unnecessarv delays &re eccasiened bv similaritv in unit des-
1enatiens. It 18 net unususl fer half ef the mail delivered te this
battslien te be intended fer the 7024 Tank Destrever Battazlien.
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_ Date: 1 Jan 45
HEADQUARTERS 702D TANK BATTALION
APO 403, c/o Postmaster, New York. N, Y.

AFTER ACTION REPORT - DECEMBER 1944

Section II - Intelligence Operations (8-2)

(1) At the beginning of the month, this unit was faced by the
17th S3 Panzer Grenadler Division. Although badly mauled in the
attack on Metz, this division had been reijuvenated by an influx ef
replacements toward the end of Nevember and was capable of an effect-
ive defense., Their line was penetrated en the 4th but ne brezskthrough
was accomplished, Until the 23rd the 7024 Tank Battalion participated
in no other engagements against the enemy.

In an assault against the south flank of the German counter
offensive, commencing on December 23rd, this battalion met elements ef
the enemy's 352nd and 79th Velks Grenadier Divisions. The first was
met on the road and badly mauled by our attack., Due te the resulting
gap, the 79th Division was rushed to this secter and threwn inte the
line, Both divisions were of the Volks Grenadier class, and showed
aggressiveness, high morale, and great strength, Daily counterattacks
were received in the early stages of the battle, But by the end of
the month, cold weather, lack of hot foed, and heavy lesses had slowed
these units down considerably. Fer the firast time since the initilal
crossing of the Moselle River enemy tanks were met in great strength.
They belonged to the 519th Assault Gun Battalion of the Fuehrer Bri-
gade, Our battalien had knocked out three (3) enemy tanks by the end
of the month. Artillery and nebelwerfer fire was very streng during
‘the Luxembourg battles, and a German Artillery Corps was identified in
the area. By the end of the month the 80th Infantry Division was in a
stabllized pesition facing the whole German 79th Divisien, en a line
running frem Ringel through Kehmen to Scheidel, and the 916th Velks
Grenadier Regiment of the 352nd Division from Scheidel to Ettelbruck.

(2) Map sheets covering the area of operations: GSGS 4416,
1/100,000 - Sheets U-1., V-1 %1ncluded). T-1 (net available).

Fer the Commanding Officers:.

CARL A ROM,
Captain, 7024 Tk Bn,
S - 2,

o)

-
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Page 11, section III

1. During the period Irom the beginning of Deceuwber to the lsth
essential maintenance and resupplying of the Battalion was performed,and
the necessary personnel reinforcem:nts were received and processed. The
Battalion maintenance platoon comgleted the instullation of couplete sets
of floating type grousers,wnich were later to prove excecain;ly valuable.
An installation teaw from the 79th Signal Repair Cowpany remained with the
Batlalion for two days with tne mission of instructing the respective
Crganization Signul Crews the proper method of installing the new Infuntry-
Tank communication system on each tank. These items consisted oi the
following:

1l  ea. DBox, BC 606 1  ea. hLaudset,llS~13

23 fu. Cord, CD 1l ea. Cals 30 @wnao box

1 ea. Plug, PL 68
This installation ufforded a method of communication vetween tha Infartry.in
and the Tank Commander. Previously, field telephones had been used, oub
witn poor results in actual cowbat. anple equipiaent to set up all medium
tanks in the Organization and approximately 755 oi the tuanks were so wired
prior to the end of the malnteaance period.

2. Fur a report on critical shortages existin. at tre ena of llie wontn
see ineclosures 1,2, & 3.
Class I Supplied: Rations cousumed ror the mentn of December wese
as follows
725 Type v
2;{, it ngu
254  Type 10-in
Irie planned menus were entirel;) satisfactory wnd tiie Comuend was
"well fed with one or two exceptions wlhiere the meat factor was w.usaall; Low.
Duri..g the early period of the month, thie raticns were sup:lenented Ly an

unlimited issue of {resh potatoes obtaired from a cujtured stocs pile estliaced

to have cont:ined some three hundred tons of fresh potutoes.

The zarly puart cf the mo.th also saw excessive water trouble, the
Orgenizatior. Yedical adudnistrative Officer having made o auwuver of tests
for cinlorination discoverszc that there was insufllcient calorication i, tae
wator., . cneck witn the Divisio:n Surgeon revezled that ourer wiiis nud veern
neving the swge disfficulty and it wes decided tinat tne water in tne sector
was ol & peculiar type whilch would aot hold chlorination. The followirg
steps were take:n to aleviate tne situation.

a. gater was not allowed to remwin in the cans own the water trucx
overuigint,

o, Fresh water was ootained eccn worning.

c. Dach xitcne: wus ilssued 10U calciua hypcciilorace aapuiies and a
test xit.

goal: Coal for nheating billets and oflice space was readily
obtainable fron aruy stock piles. yrrivaetely oviied stocks co..suued by ieubers
ol tiuis Comaand were replenlsied,

SECRET
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Class Iliousplies: Moo exusling suortuies at end i an i see
Srclosures 1,4 & 3. sdditioncl ovewshoes were recelved,however, sSize 12
reccined critical. Tids shortege left approxliately lue of tie Coumnzid
wlthout overshces, In order tc minirzize the nunoer ol treanch foot
casualties in the Crg.nization, higher Headguzrters ordered all Units
to male one puir cf clewn socks available to each man daily. Frem the
lst tnrough tne 3rd veex of tne month arproximately 40% of this Corunand
cuanged scexs daily., Due te tie tucticoel situstion tids ne-ceitage dropred
1o ZU,s for the fifth week. o conparison of tnis fi_ure with Divicional
Units revealea tiu:ot this Command was doing much better in tiis conne:tiorn.
Trench foot casualties viere negkectable,

It wus reconmended b Coros .ormored advisors tuct our mess kit snorta es
coud be allev.ated by a vislt to irmy reclamation polnts, Investigution
revealed th.il reclanation zoints nud direct orders from ar.y to returs all
servicaole ite.us to tlie degot for issue. Cur sliorti,e of mess kits wus
subse.uentl; cbtained turough normal supply cuhwuiels,

Class III Supplies: .o .urticular difficulty was e.couniered ii: this
cluss of supply until this Organization made tne long mwrch from Ranling,
Frunce to Bscli, Luxewbouryg. Due to the urgeic; of tie situation in tune
iiorth it w as necessury tror the wmarch to ve almost continous with refueling
periods as siort as possible., Therelore two crucks with one ton trailsrs
from the Battelion trains Platoon were attached to each of the sixX Cowpanies.
..owever Batitalion control or tnese trucxks wes difficult ancd future marcl.es
of this type will be made leaviug et least 50% oi cne class III velidcles
under battalion control in tne Service Company. Levels of necessar; oils
and grease were mainteined b, verpal recuest on tiie respecitlive supcoly volnts.,

Class IV Supplies: »Post exchange items were issued each Sunday
of the month with the exception of the week of the extended move at wiiich
tie these itews were two days laste., Tiie following ite.is were issued:

I7 UNIT ALLOVA -C * PR 100 1wy
Cigarettes ed, kOC
Candy bars EW 500
watches box LOU
sazor oludes €ie 50
Soap bur 16
Tooth Paste tuove g
Tooth Brushes €d &
ouoidng tobacce olug <L
Cilewiln;; tobacco PLug 2
Shavirg cream tube 16
Gun ea. 100

Class V Supplies: ill culibers of W.P. ammwiition remaiied in short
suppl., however this did not hauper o.erations. Geuerally, tiwe .. P's were
to o far to the rear necessitating veidcles for replenisning leaving esrly
in tne morning., Duringthie eurly operations ageinst the bruckthrough, 1 tie
ardennes sector wuamunition was lissued frow l:u:umeruble fullneuds. Altaocugn
it wus frewuently unecessar, for venicles to jo to severul ruilheuds befere
obtaining ful!. reguirements. ammunition issues at tne aumnps was hundled
well,

SECRET
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tecommendations t1.0ne company of this Orguanization reiieved its personne.
f all clothing excepting that wnich each individual wore., The remainder
vas cariied in company supply and issued to the men on an exchange basais,
he soiled iaundry being turned into tne nearest Juartermaster Laundry in
ulk for wasning. With thas systemn ordinary losses, combat losses and
1ecligence was reduced to a2 minimum and the quantity of saivage was in~
reased. A comparison of replacenment clothing requisitions with comparable
ompaniies proved this method more highly economicel and this system will

e 1ncorrorated 1in tlie other companies, '

2,The gratuitous issue of PX items is very fine, however
.1:e razor blades issued therein do not fit the gratuitous i1ssue of razor
dLadgec, 1t 1s recommended that these be standardized.

JeRepiacenent of individual tools to sets and parts for
Jnzt assemblies are tco difficust to obtain. It is rmuch easier to
btain the complete umit assembly or set. If greater emphasis is placed
n f1ti1ng requasitions for smali 1tems in rear escheions 1t 1s believed
that reguisitions for majcor rtems vall decrease,

1]
14
[}
=,
Itz
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INCLOSURE LOe L

HeaDQUARTERS, 702nd TaiK BaTTALION
Office of the Supply Officer
APQ #40U3, U. S. Army

28 December LY.Ll

SUBJECT: Critical Quartermaster Items,

TC $ Office of the Division Quartermaster, suth Infantry Division

Le The foriowang 1s a shortage iist of critical i1tems existing in
this Battation and have been on redquisition for over two weeks,

Gioves, wooi, OD Raincoat
(alL sizes) Size: Large ea. /5
Jackets, field Shoes, Service
Sizes 3L4-R ea, Size: EE widinhs
30=R ea, L6 Non=-tariff
38=R ea, 52 L13AAA 12 B
, 12:B 124D
Oversnoes, arctic 125K
Size: L2 pr. VU

(wiLl accept size L13)

IWDIVIDUAL BEQUIPLIENT

Cup, canteen

I/E ITE{S
Pots,cook,mountain type for outfit cooxang Brushes, urinal type
Kits, barber 8as 4 Selector,quatification card
Qutfit, cookxing, one-burner ‘ . . Tube, fiexibie nozzie

. w/truncated funnedt
Typewr>ter, portabie ea, 1

SIDNEY COHEN
Ccapt, ‘fvand Tk Bn
Supply Officer
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INCLOSURE NO, 2 - ]||||||||g;

HEADQUARTERS ,7u2nd TiNK BATTLLION
Office of the Suppiy Officer
APO #403, U. 8. Amy

28 December L9hh

SUBJECT: Critical Shortages

T0 : COMMANDING GHEIVERAL, &80th Infantry Daivision
Attention: Ordnance Officer

L. The foiiowing items of Ordnance equipment are selected critical
shortages existing in this QOrganization and represent oniy a portion of

the amount pending on Ordnance Requisitions.
B 208591 (Cable, towing,S-l-1/8" diam.. x2U!
D 78272 iounts, MG, Cal..30 AA

H L2, Hose, gas, acetylene, extra flex
w/fitting, 1/4 inch,length 25 ft.

Paulin, 12' x 12!

Staff, Rammer, ‘/5mnm
Brusn, ‘/5mm

Sledge, dbie face, 1V 1bs
Crowbar, Panch, 5 ft.

Periscope, k4, w/telescope, Ll7 for
omm Gun .

First echelon toois (wheeled vehicles)
First ecﬁeLon toots (Tanks)
Mechanism, percussion assy, 75mm
1t n 1! _Lu5mm
Fora gngine Parts
Fixture, Track ccruiecting and liank pulling
Lg-H-YLu Hydrometer

16-H-1240  Hydrometer

12

12

U

22
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ubes, ouuxlo
i Y HUR2V
ires, thuxdu
Tires, GCUUZLLO
Truck, 2-1/2 Ton L.w.B.
‘railer, 1 ton cargo
pavtery, 12 volt
n 6 volt
watches, wrist (all jewels)

Brushies, Fender

Vehacle, Tank Recovery,lazht,vi/o
arwocruent

Spere Parts for Cal..3U LG,MLYLY4alL
Patcnes, not (ais sizes)

Radaator, L/4 ton

prake shce

Wwaste,cciton or wool

L2
22
13

15

W

10

2. uary of the trucks being received are minuc the majority of their

aCCessories,

tire or make other first echelon repairs.

=nd tarpaulin assembiies,

SIDNEY COER:!
Capt, und Tk Bn
Supply Officer

In most cases vehicles haven't sufficient toois to change a
Vehicles also lack 3pare tires

v
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INCLOSURE NO. 3 - “ :

HEADQUARTERS, /02nd TaiK BaTTALION
"~ QOffice of the Supply Officer
APO #403, U.S, Army

SUBJECT: Cratical Shortages of Signat lhuiﬁmant

™0 t Signal Officer, suth Infantry Division

- 28 December iYL

te The followang 1tems of signai equipment are selected criticai

shortages existing in this Orgamization.
Alignment equapment, ME-73
Axle, RL-125
Axie, RL-2/(
AN/VRC - 3
Cover, BG-Y6 .
Dynamotors, DM-3'/
" DM~-35
Lantern, etectric, portable hand
Test Umt, I-L(6
Maintenance equipment, LE-i3

Voltohmeter, I-166 -

3
2!

10
5
2

L

2« The above quantities represent oniy a portion of the amount which
nas been requisitioned through the Division 3Signal Supply Officer, but due

to unavairiability, were not received,

SIDEY COHEN
Capt, ‘7u2nd Tank Bn
Suppiy Officer
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O : The rdivtent Rereral, var Nenartment, /ashin-~ton 25, De T

STBJ&CT After Action Report - January 19,5,

1

1. In comnliance with Yeror=ndum /#64, dated 24 fu=mst 19/, ~nd "n=
murhared } emorandum, dated 30 Necearher, 19/, ”endhuartcrs £Oth Tnfantry
Nivigion, 4¥0 20, U, S, Armr, the followin-~ renarks, comments ans recoryen-
dations are submitted:

3+ There are no further remarks reference orginization, train-
ins or ecuiument, other than bas been made in rwrevious re-
norts.

be The followin~ combat lessons have been leamed b7 this
J Pattalions

(1)  S4VTHN T CLOTITHR AN gWITRENT:  Durin- the middle
and latter nart of Novenher 1G4L, this Pottalion
accurmlzted n sizecshle ~nuntitr of disczrded cloth-
ing frorm the hattlefield in the walke of *he corbat
troops., The unserviceahle items were turned in throuch
romal channels for salvere while the serviceahble
pleces were laundered with the intent of wltimetely
hein~ turmed in »s5 excess, 1t this time the menbers
of the Rattalior were in dire reed of clesn clothing,
however, the tactical sitnstion was such that soiled
Jaundrr conld not readil: be collected frax 211 mem—
herg. Therafore, the axistine clean items of clothine~

' were distritnted n exchan~e for like items iled,
which in turn were trrned in for launderin-, This
snrrested the oossibilit-r of eliminatin~ the axistant
difficulties of clothins sunrlyry.

At that time each man had a duffle has containine his
extra clothing., Safficient orsanic trarsvortation was
not av-ilahle in either Cor-env or Ratt~lion Troing
to carry these duffle bares, therefore, *he extra cloth=-
ine was carried on the individuals! corhat vehicles,
If the vehicle erncountered enemnr fire scre cr all of
this clothings was destrored; 1f it becare necessar:
for the crew to abandon the vehicle »11 of the clothln*
wes lost, or if the wehicle uis subsecventlr recantured
the clothinz was totelly or nartiallxr nilferaed by the
eneny, civilians or friendl: ftroovs, n \
A\

' e ' Ly ~n

RE:S: -1~ ;) -
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If any or all of this clothing became wet or muddy there
was a tendency to throw these items away,

There vas also a tendency to throw away items which be=
cams bulky or cumbersome,

In view of the foregoing facts and circumstances this
mttalion relieved all men of their extra clothing and
carried it as bulk in the Compeny Trains issuine out
only in exchange for like items which were soiled,

This chansze was highly encouraged and carefully watched
hr the Pattalion Supply Officer. Combat loss replace=-
ment recuisitions of this Battalion during a six weeks
trial period were aprroximately twenty-five percent of
what they were formerly and amazingly low in comparieon
with requisitions from like Battalions or Units of com=~
parable size, As a result, this system was inaugurated
in the line companies with the following results:

(7) Combat replacement requisitions have been anprox-
imately twertvefive percent of former totals effecting a
corresponding economy,

(b) ‘“Mhen tank crews find it necessary to abandon
their vehicle the only individual losses are toilet
articles since all clothing in their possession is being
WOrne

(¢) The lapse of time required to ret replacement
of salva~e is practically nil insofar as the individual
soldier is concerned since immediate replacement is
available through the clean clothing sunply.

The overall results of this system have vroved highly
satisfactory for 211 concerned and hdave effected a great
savinrs in replacement costs a2t the same time keeping
the members of this Command well clothed and cleaner,

(2) Use of rocket launcher T-34 mounted on Medium Tank M=-i
(w/75mm un),

(2) P¥ reports taken fram prisoners captured by the
three (3) Cortat Teams of the 80th Infantry nivision re-
port that this weapon is far more effective than the
ferman or Russian counterpart, due to its fragmentation
characteristics and consecuent ability to penetrate
llrht overhead cover. The tremendous fire power concen-

ted in such a s ort period of time (20-30 seconds)
has 2 definite morale lowering ability known as "surren-

der persuasion!,
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(») 411 firin- of this weapon, due to resupply diffi-
enilties, is done throurh the direct sunnort F,A. Rattalion
fire direction center, For this the ~uns are moved as far
forwvard as possible (for an amored vehicle), prearransed
areas, ond time schedules are set up in F.A. fire plan,
The cuns are registered by single shot and fired on order
of F.D.C. '

(¢) Thourh not considered desirable on V-4 tanks, the
value of the rocket and it's fire nower are fully reslized
hy 211 usine and supported versonnel,

(1) 7inor mechanic failures become easily serviceable
as the usin~ crew becomes better acouasinted with the
Weanon,

() The loss of the use of the tank 2s a fighting
vehicle Jue to difficulty experienced in jettisoning the
rockets, definitelv hinders the tank companv corucnder,
T™is Battolion has one platoon ver medium tank compzny
so ecuinped,

(3) mois mattulion wzs issued in February one iieaselh,

Tids vchicle is highly regarded by all vho have used
it. Tt has been used on sewveral occasions, to tske
hot food and mzintenance parts to men and vehicles
that otherwise would have entailed laborious hand-
carrve, If the vehicle were s bit more sturdy, the
issue of one such vehicle per Comsany would be desirable,

2e RECC 1NDITTINS:

as That rocket launchers be mounted on the 1541 licht tank in
lieu of the } =4 medium tank.

RaJEH TALBOT III,
Lt Col, 7024 Tank Bn,
Sommanding.



o et s e e RN

o L%

 Bamad ~a— = T Auth:  CG, 80th Inf Div
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o QUARTERS 702D TANK BATTALION
T AP0 403, US ARMY

1 February 1945

AFTER ACTION REPORT - JANUARY 1945

Section I, Summary of Daily Operations and Actions S~

As the month opened the tank battalion was fulfilling its nor-
mael attachments., The companies were disposed as follows: Company
"AY, attached to the 317th Infantry Regiment, in Niederfeulen; Com-
pany "B", with the 318th Infantry Regiment, had one platoon in Schle-
ren, and the remainder of the Company in Grentzigen; Company "C"
attached to the 319th Infantry Regiment, was divided, with one pla-
toon occupying defensive positions 1in the vicinity of Ringel, and
two platoons at Helderscheid., Company 'D" was in Division Reserve

at Blssen.
The Battalion Command Post was established with the Division

Command Post at Reckange-les-Mersch, where it remained until 6 Jan-
uary 1945, at which time it moved to Merzig.

Cémpany "A", 6 to 22 January 1945:

On 6 Jenuary 1945 Company "A" moved from Niederfeulen to an
assembly area south of Helderschled. This move was made in conjunc-
tion with & move of the 317th Infantry, placing that unit iIn a de-
fenslive position north of Helderscheid.

Except for a short period (one day) spent firing indirect fire
missions by the lst platoon, the company remained lnactive in the
above area until the 18th of January.

. On the 18th one platoon of the company was to make a diversion-
ary attack on the town of Kehmen to draw enemy attention from the
attacks of the 318th and 319th Infantry Regiments. The platoon
moved into a firing position on the high ground west of the town
and after firing on the town for one half-hour withdrew to the as-
sembly area. The platoon received no enemy fire while on this
mission,

Late in the afternoon of January 20th one platoon of Company "A"
asslsted by a company of the 317th Infantry moved into the town of-. -
Kehmen and succeeded in clearing the town. Resistance in the town
proved to be very light and 25 PW's were captured without any losses
to our troops.

\

Comgaax "B", 7_%to 23 January 1945:
ompany B~ attached to the 318th Infantry remained inactive

until the 19th of the month at which time two platoons moved into
attack positions south of Burden and the third platoon from Nieder-
feulen to Ettelbruck,

The plan of attack was to push from the south with the 2nd Bat-
talion of the 318th Infantry and capture the town of Burden. The
attack progressed as planned, jumping off at 1740, January 20th, and
capturing the town at 1950, .
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The attack was continued the next morning with Bourscheld the
objective. The attacking Infantry encountered extremely hoavy sniper
fire from the town; therefore, two platoons of Company 'B" moved
through them and attacked the town. The tanks succeeded in entering
the town, destroying two enemy tenks and one antl-tank gun in the
resulting action. The Infantry moved into town after the tanks and
had occupled the town by noon.

After the capture of Bourscheid the 318th Infantry was ordered
into Division Reserve to assemble in the vicinity of Niederfeulen,
In compliance with this order, Company 'B" assembled in Niederfsulen
on the 22nd, and moved fronm there to Buderscheld on January 23rd.

Company "C", 6 to 26 January 1945:

_ The 319th Combat Teem planned to attack across the Sure River
early on the 6th of January to seize Goesdorf and Dahl. The lsat
and 3rd Battalions were to oross the River under cover of darkness,
and proceed north along a route west of the towns, until opposite
thelr objectives and then move on the towns from the west. The tanks
were to cross after the bridge had been completed and move north on
the road Goesdorf, Dahl, and assist the Infantry in clearing the
towns, 1f they ware needed,

Company C" crossed the river at 0730, 6 January, and proceeded
directly to Dahl, where 1t was attached to the 3rd Battalion of 319th
Infantry. The company occupled a defensive position in the vicinity
of Dahl and assisted the 3rd Battalion in repelling several enemy
counterattacks,

On January 1llth, the 3rd platoon of Company "C" attzcked Bock-
holtz with the 2nd Battalion of 319th Infantry, and-occupied the
town, meeting only minor resistance.

"The 3rd platoon of Company "G", plus the Assault Gun Section
supported the attack of the 3rd 3attalion against Nocher on the 18th
of January.

The tanks were to wait in Dahl until the Battalion reached a
position near Nocher, and then advance due north to support the Inf-
antry's entrance into Nocher,

Tre Infaniry was zble to approach within e short distance of the
town under cover of darkness, but was met by heavy sniper and mortar
fire upon attempting to enter the town. The tanks immedlately moved -
forward to aséist, and supported the Infantry's advance into the town.
Two tanks were disabled by mines while approaching Nocher,

The company moved with the 319th Infentry to Fels on 26 January.

Company "D, 6 to 22 January 1945:

Company "D', with the Mortar Platoon attached, was attached to
319th Infantry, subattached to 2nd Battalion for the purpose of sup-
porting the attack of the 319th Infantry, previously mentioned

The company crossed the River Sure behind Company "G" and joined
the 2nd Battalion in Goesdorf. The unit occupled a defensive position
in Goesdorf until 14 January and assisted the Infantry in repelling
numerous counterattacks during that perlod. One tank was lost durlng
thls operation,

The company was detached from the 319th Infantry on 14 January,
and assembled at Vichten in DPivision Reserve,

The 3rd platoon was attached to 80th Reconnazissance Troop on
17 January, with the mission of protecting the west flank of the

" [Ai
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319th Infantry. However the platoon did not engage in any action
while on this mission.

Task Force Talbot, 23 tokjl January 1945
The Task Force was formed by verbal order of the Commanding

General, with the mission of reconnoitering in the zone east of
Wiltz through Wilwerwiltz and Enscherange to Hosingen, to prevent
surprise by advancing infantry columns and establish contact with
the 6th Cavalry on the left flank.,

Composition of Task Force:

Tactical Headquarters - T02d Tank Batt%lion

Company "D " .
Mortar Platoon
Asssult Gun Platoon ~
Reconnaissance Platoon - N ?
80th Recon Troop 80th Infantry Division

1 platoon, Company "A", 610th Tank Destroyer Battalion

1 platoon, Company "GC", 305th Combat Engineer Battalion

The Task Force Forward Command Post was established at Esch-
weller on 24 January,

Advancing in two columns from Wiltz on the morning of the 24th
of January, the reconnalssance elements of the Task Force established
contact with the enemy along the line of the Clerf River, between
the towns of Drauffel and Lellingen., The mission of crossing the
river was turned over to the 317th Infantry the night of the 24th of
January, and the Task Force continued patrollin$ to the north to
establish contact with the 6th Cavalry. Two OP's were established
on the high ground west of Wilwerwiltz to gather information.

On the 26th Of Januvary, Hq TFT moved to Wilwerwiltz, and the
Task Force wae attached to Task Force Summers. Pursuant to orders
from that Headquarters, one platoon of 80th Reconneissance Troop,
plus one platoon of tanks moved to the north flank of the Task Force
with the mission of meinteining contact between that flank and the
south flank of the 26th Infantry Division, while the remainder of
the combat elements moved to Lellingen to protect the south flenk
of TF Summers.

Company "A", 25 to 28 January 1945:
Company A" advancing in the zone of the 317th Infantry Regi-

ment from Wiltz.was termporarily held up at the Clerf River until a
bridge sultable for tanks was completed.

Lieutenants Gifford and Shaulis were wounded while on a road re-
connalssance to the proposed bridge site, and Lieutenant Marsh ass-
umed command of the company. The tanks crossed the river on the 26th
of January and assisted in the attacks on Pintsche and Sisbanaler,

On the afternoon of the 26th, the 317th Infentry plus attach-
ments wes incorporated in Task Force Summers, with the mission of
capturing Hosingen,

The attack on Hosingen jumped off at 1300, 27 January 1945,
3rd Battalion, 317th Infantry with 2nd platoon of Company "A", ad-
vanced and captured Niedhausen, The 2nd Battalion, 317th Infantry,
with 3rd platoon of Company "A" attached, captured Bockholtz-les-
Hosingen at 0300, at which time the 1lst Zattalion, 318th Infantry
with one platoon of Company "B" tanks and one platoon of Company "D"
.tanks advanced through them and continued the attack on Hosingen.- -
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The high ground around Hosingen was in our hands by noon of the 27th
of Jaruary. Two light tanks were destroyed in the vicinity of Hos-

ingen.
At months end the battalion was gssembled for maintenanc: and

reorgenization as follows:
. .Headquarters and Service Companies =~ Godbrange
Company "A" and Company "D - Reuland
Company "C" and Company "B" - Bourglinster
Battalion Headquarters . - - Altlinster

CHARLES D, SAMMONS,
Major, 7024 Tk Bn,
S5-3,



LE T ERAs . it Wb s Aihin it oo

‘ ‘ © ) Inits
HiaDQUARTERS 702D TANK BATTAL.uN Date: 1 Feb 45
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Yie .

ST APO 403, US ARMY
’ 1 February 1945
AFTER ACTION REPORT - JANUARY 1945
Section II, Intelligence Operations, (S5-2)

l, &a. Enemy Situatiopn - During the month of January 1945 the
units in contact were 79th VG Div, 226th VG Regt, located at Kehmen
(P7840), Schiedel (P7845) and vicinity of Diekirch (P8742). The
208th VG Regt located at Kehmen and vicinity (P7840) and the 212th
VG Regt located vicinity of Ringel (P7648). Elements of the 9th VG
Div were contacted at Goesdorf (P722466). 3524 VG Div vicinity of

" Burden and Erpeldange. 276th V@ Div at vicinity (P709510). 519th

GHQ Hv AT Bn vicinity of Dahl. Fuehrer Brigade vicinity Dahl, 406th
Volks Arty Corps vicinity Roermerberg.

b. Enemy Tactics = Enemy espionage and sabotage teams infil-
trated U.,S5, lines in G.I. uniform. <¥his method caused our troops to
be acutely sensitive to military security, making up for laxity here-
tofore, very evident., The first week of the period marked an over-
all defensive attitude, in the sallent, and marked the beginning of
withdrawal of armor from the sallient. The enemy continued to shuttle
Penzers from the First Army front to the Third Army front. The ter-
raln and weather were most sultable for enemy defensive action; the
hills, many rivers and creeks alded enemy holding action, plus his
extensive use of Teller-mines, Schu-mines, S-mines, and plastic mines,
All of the latter were easily hidden under deepening snows of the
period. His uses of road blocks were many, and together with ley

-roads ceused delaying action in his favor., &£Znemy patrolling was very

active., For camouflage, vehicles were painted white and Infantry
used snow capes to blend with the snow. Use of tanks by enemy was
restricted. He used great quantities of Artillery and Mortar and
Nebelwerfer fire at all opportunities to restrict our movements.

Ce Enemy Morale - The enemy fought with vigor at beginning
of period but as his salient was beling pushed back, more and more Pd's
came 1n as deserters, Morale became lower and more of enemy deserted
to our side., Lack of food and ammunition and conveyance became more
noticeable as our Air Force struck at the retreating enemy.

2. Map sheets covering the area cf operations during the

- period: Maps, 1/50,000, sheets No. 137-Arlon, No. 122-Wiltz, and

No. 107~Houffalize.

CARL A. NORDSTROM,
Capt, 7024 Tk Bn,
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Ls During tne earxy part of tne lonth th! Bltﬁl&inn was deplns!d.in
defensive positions in the ‘ncrn part of Isoembourg. The middle -of -the
month #aw the medium tank coMphmes attached/to $he infantry regiments formaag -
combat ‘teams and attackang and’ serzing towns up to and north of the Sausy 2t
River an northern Luxembourg, and remaihed on the line until the 2sth of the
montn at whicu tine the Battalion was wltn&r;mn to four tolnl ciose to one
anoti:e® with the intent of performing necegsary mllntonanee.‘

2. For a report on cratical ahortages existlng at the end of the month
see 1ng¢iosures L, 2 and 3 attached.

Cirass I3 L
as Rations consumed for the month of December were as foliowss

'

608 Type . uB#
o Type "4

20% 'Type #LQ-in-L» :
2 Type HKM o )

Tne planned menus were not as satisfactory as the month previous. Indications
pointed to an excessive quantity of stews, hash add pork sausage. There were
also saveral instances of the sume foods being msued two days in a row. Thas
:asht have peen caused by ai overestimate of the number of rations required by
the 1s3uilng depot,

water gonsumad duriig the month was not excessive, in ail probabiiity-due to
the cold weather. No difficulty was encountered with reference to chlLorination.
However tnec eéexezssively cold weather caused freezing of the water in cans and
some of the Compamies recerved cans of ices The situation was remedied by
emptying alt cans on the water truck -at nignt, pickafig up fresh water early -

1in the morning which aiso decreased tie rength of tifie the water remained
staznant. 1n addation atl gompanies were instructed to piace fitied water.
cans contailning i1ce around the utchen fieid ranges,

Ccal was excevtionally craitica' during the month and whiie most of the
Orjunization was conswiang exastang wood piles while in combat the shortage. was

te.ve The sr-all vuantity of coal arraving at Ciass III Supply Points was
Losued to Umts navang high priorities such as hospital instaliations, The coal
situation was alleviated by the use of a stockprle captured at wWiitz,Luxembourg.
Tne fuel probiem was also Soived oy exploitation of Local forests, the proper
steps bean: taxewn py this Qrgamization to re-imburse the Luxembourg Government via
reverss wond Leasc., aAnotier metnod of obtaining wood was through the use of
oravate.;” owned stock oites and Wen re-imburs..g the civiiian fauty by
indacating, that vHeat was supplied! on tine forms gubmltted for ati buitdings .
occupied as blLlﬁts cr olfice space.

HES‘;‘TNQT'T
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For existing shortazes at end of month see inclosures L, 2
and 3. Additional ovd&snoqa, s1ze L3 were received in lieu of sizes 12 .
trerebyt equaping the entire Command vith them, Clean socks were made
availabie to aLl on the exchange basis, however, due to the tactical situsztion
the tumnover averaged 3ug., During tne month sieeping bags were.made avaiiable
to ali jpersoncet, the 1ssue being made on artocation tc the Division and
subsequentiy by Division to this Organization. OQur first aiiocation gave us
two hurdred fifty thres, Enlisted men were permivred to rotean two blankets
vath tne sieeping bag, those not having tre pag had four wooi biankets, Frst
reportd on tne practicabiiity of these bags varred with about fift; percent
in favdr of them and the rest not in favor or undecided., Subsequentiy, wien
tne remaining quantity was made avaitabie to the Qrganization, enough were
requisiytioned to equap yup of tne Command, ieaving the cthers content to
Sweat iout# the winter with four biaurets,

; The Division received an atilocation of shoeracs during the
montn the buik of wnmich were i1ssued vu combat enganesers, rifle companies, and
artiilery units, nowever, this (rgunization received some in lieu of some of
the shartages of EE width shoes,

. : Trie excesszve snowfalls at the beginning or the month turned
the codntny side stark white, A3 a preceution against dctection b, the enemy,
our vehcles werc cawouflaged by tiue use of a white Lijuad wrach could ve
gasily removed with warm water., Further camoufiage preczutions were taxen Dy
the i1ssue of wnite suits to tank corianders and reco.ancissancc persontel,

Replacemant tanics received duraing tne wontn ircluded some
wath feum guns brainging the totar or wms type in uwne Qriunization Lo £oven,
thus presznting a ciass V provleu. .

In order to atteviate siiprang end sinddang of our tenus on
steep inciines and round topped roads the tracks wvere modified as followss
Bach £iftn brock was studdéd” to Ifomn tesbn which would Zrip into tae ice,

anoszher modification accomplished at Lhe beginring of nc
monbh was the mounting of wmesn ware on tre Irent and sices ol tre ta.ks,

re
outiine of the tank, Ur until the eid of il month these had nct been used
and so no comment can be .rade on their effectiveness. .

CLass IIi.

Suponitess in. class II1 SF was fairly clo.e (LY to 20 mal:s)
to tn: pattailon trairs aree, tharelfore no particuiar probiers were encountvered.
The fourtezn fuel and ilucricant venicies wr: tne section ere anple. Levels
of nccessary oils wid greasc were ootained 1row Supsly points mner verbal
rerunests,
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IV. fost rocnasge 1tems were issted each Sunday of tao mountn
ong

SlvWaivun
1UH . UNIT ALLOWANCE PER LU LiEn
(Sce 'attached SHLTOLLE wLi.eU)

arorvees of rauors 1n tne Babtailon were al ieviated by requicition
C.l W€ Obegu, outh infantry pivision, :

aas Dre v une elcecsiveyy coid weather many of the roads were
T °r0u= for t“dfil“ and since engineer units were Kept. busy sanding tne
sorviard elenent artcries and LSRH, Lt was gecessar, to 1se organic venicles
aig puitsviner Lo sund whe roads in tue armediate vicamty of the Battalion
trariice

\

OL288 V3§ wir anunition still renained critical and in varticutar WP

‘fomm presznted a prodlenrs  as tne attacic progressea the distancz to the aSPls

rncreascd 2nd at the end of tre montn 1t was felt that tney were too far
LaCKe

~

A0 dBDATIONSS Le  Tne carrying of atl extra crothaing in Jompauy” Supply,
CNTi0nes 1n Last montnts Journas nas beern wacorporated 1n atl front iine

Comnanles resultans 1n an enormous reducteoon in the Zuantities of rejuasitions
teiny suamvatted for clotnang by th. Gompanies. The onLy prootem confronting
Tiese Corpanies was the Laundry roblens It was dascovered tnat the taunary

noint assiined tms Umt was handling too much work and soried iaundr), was

retained b them for as Llong as si:tesn days. Tnis sroblem was so.ved by

usins raundry un¢ts attached vuv evacuation hespitals viio axd not have work
srougn to keen them busy, -

2. oufficient ilignting ejquinment 1s not authoraized the
Conoanies in Corbinent T/0ds'se It ic recommended that a minimum of two
gasolins Lanterns be autiorized eacn iine company and four for each of
aduarters and service Corames and one for kwedrcat Detachment,

3, Tne forlowing 1tems, as authorized by current T/0&BE!'s are

not beins vsed and are superfluoust

Ay Aar Forces:
Luter-aircralt CoOuulOL LaipSe

gnemic2l woriare Services
Mask, gas, opticaL
Aesprrator, dust, M-<

Kiginesrs
Camouflage ecuinment, Set No. 3
Marizer, tumninous, radio-active, Type 1
perolation Eguaipument Set Nos 5, Individual
Tenplet, Wap, W-2 P; LT

/
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urdi..nces
Finder, Range, wYal
Launcher, vocket, al, WY
©mount, Ronge Finder, wb®
Launcher, Grenade, Carbine
#[ani:, Ldight, w/armorment

edicals
Packet, Farst aid

qua_ termasters
suspenders, beit, MLr36

SARVICER
Fasimile Mguinment, RC-LE (Tape)
Fiag Sct, L-238 (Tank)
Panci Set, aP-3.-C
abP-3u-D
~ Radio s5sts, SCR 5vy

* Reg¢ommend medaurr Tarks be substituted or Loght Tanks vith weapons larger than
- 37mn Gun.

iRecommend peratrooper type pe substriuted sincs most tankers nave discarded
pistol beit and now carry ist aid vackel in taeir pocket,

e Cot

SIDNEY COHEN,
Capt, 7024 Tk Bn,
8-4
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INCLOSURE nOs L .

— T
HEADGUARTERS, 702nd TANK BATTALION RESP P :
Cffice of the Supply Qfficer

APO #4,0U3, U, S. Army

e . ! . 25 January Y45

N

SUBJECT: COratical Shortages

i0

Ordnance Cificer, suth Iafantry Division

le ‘ine foilowang items of QOrdnance equipment are seiected critical
snertages existing 1n tnas Organization and represent oniy a portion of
tnz amount pending on Crdnence Reuulsition.

<

h Lzl hose, gas, acetylene, extra fiex

w/fitting, 1/4 inch, length 25 ft. L

. . Fford Enziue parts

Fixture, traci conuecting and ilnk

uniiing 25
LS =h=ylU nrydrometer, Anti-Freczs
Lmp= L2l 4 Storese Batvery Testing

Tire Irons
Tures, bW z Lo o
lLires, b X ib Yy
[ores, LiUu x 2V L
tabes, Lluv x 20 <
patter;r, L2 voit I8

P Vd . . N
Watcnes, wriit {(alLb jewsls) 2%

(Hecerved 3 watcnes, -ocet in tiau of

Warches, writt
prisnes, rendcer Lou
Vihileto, oy lecovery, iijht,

VOO L L oDIEN U L
3pacc narts for Cat.. 3o G, wiyival
rotcres, het (s sizes,
accesrories Lor L/L ton aid 2. Ton . jb,)

17
| ol
IC:
¢
e
i
.
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GPw Fipt, ouifszr 3
fool. ast, General mecham.cs N

m . o~ - L . ca
Tool 9.¢, arsuorz s K

Tuus 3€v, armtd rorce,snec.Qonany L
Tool oet, artiiiery kechanies B
Truck, L/L Tou, Ly . Z
antl Fresze (Prectone) gal. i

~ ~ “

N 4
2e Antil-presze 1n the above quantit 1s greatly needed by this
Jrganization, reguest that i1mnediate steps be tuken to obtoan at.

Dy CUHEN
apt, ‘2nd Tk Bn
Supory Ufficer

s
C
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l

pEeTHINTrY
HEADQUARTERS, 7u2nd TANK BATTALION L B
Office of the Supply Officer
APO #4U3, U. S, Army
. 25 January 1945
SUBJECT: Cratical Shortages of Signal Equipment

IO Signat Officer, suth Infantry Daivision

L. The foilowing 1tems of signai equipment are selected critical
shortages existing in this Grganizations '

Axie, Ri~125 L
Axie, Ri~2/ ' s
AN/ VRC - 3 2
Cover, BC-Yb 75
Dynamotor, D=3/ 31
Dynamctor, Dei~35 3
Fiasntight, TL-122 126
Lanvern,clectric, portabie hand 13
Test Unit, I-i/b 5
Tube, VI-ioh | 1oy
o V-5 2y
Maintenance squiprment, w-.J <
Panel, &l 1Lo,w/case (3 LAV (o)
i AL LsL,u/case G3 L5u 6L
Voitonmeter, i-1lto L

2¢ This unit 1s very much 1n need of dynauwotors, Dm~3(e [Lranssatters
recerved from Signal Supniy were winus 4 namotors which prevents unem or
beiy of any use, rHequast necessary action be taken to sipeditve tms 1tem
in the cuantity as siown abcve,

SIDIEY COrEd
vapt, Juind Tank gn
Supnly Ofticer

- e "
SECREL e
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Ccrfice of thz wuoply officar

EIE CIF

Qe ey

I&PU #LUJ’ b. O, na.“.*-.l;f

SUsSuttols Clitilcat guarternaster Ltems,

/

25 Jamuary 945

1w : Orrice of Lne Divasion Juartameaster, guth Infantry Divacion,

Le Tie Youisovwir; 13 < snortage list of critical items exasting in

tnis pattation,
ncimet, Gourat

vacget, fieid

Scze: Hu=-3 €. v
Serl €3¢ 4O
So=-R sa., 52

Raincoat
Srze: Large ea. 4L

m,

/s Ilss
FLl23, Geneva Counvertion, Red (ross
3unting, &nbualance and marksr
w/staff, 23, 4L

fot, cooi, mountain tyve for outfit cCocKing

Rits, parvber €4, L

Shoes, 3ervice
S1ze: (LEE, :EM, YiES,
WzEE
won-tariff sizes:
Lishh, 128, 1278
25D, 12:8

mandkerchief

Brushesy urinaL type
Selector, suatirfication card.

Cand.ies

SIDNEY CUHLN
Capt, 7w2nd Tk Bn
Suppiy Officer

Ciah I\.b??ﬂ
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PX R [IONS '
ISSUS Dalme - 2o Jonnary Lyib
i/ R STRBwGLH (W ORGaixdallln fu2nd Tao b Bail,dlUiv
I To UniT aldOw 2o LUy awlUT ISoueD
CLlGals LI5S rKu sy LoV
it TOHES BUA DN L2uu
1CBACCY PG 2U <LU
ChHEWLNG 1UBACLO PR L <3
CailY _BaR 30U 2100
Cowliic Gl STICK %Y LIy
TOQTH BauSHES _8aCH 2 52
T TH PaSTE BaGh 10 9
RazORS maGH 3 24
_RAZCR BLaDss BaCH 20V 1500
SHAVinG CREAs BaCH 22 Lok
SCok Bak o 150,
CLASS I SUPPLImS
ISSUED:= 25 JaWUARY L1vh4) RatlGhs REQU2STED FOR
WENU ¢~ 27 JaRUARRY 1945 IooUk:~ _4 FB 145
STREWGTH S “B" RaT1ONS STRENGTH _ (WY iyl RATICIS

HjO—tH n

IICII i

g n

dju=4 it i
ol H]
Nga X.I

SORRY, NO SHISPING TICKET On ULads I SUrlilloS.

ISSUED TOi~ /5/ JuF. Rizzoie CURGANIZATION 3~

(02nd Taill DATTUALION

41



TARIES NULBER lo

o
2
&

5 Jan
SEmEat
7 Jan
386
9 Jan
10 Jan

12 §n
13 Jan
3EERH
16 Jan
17 Jan
18 Jan
19 Jan
20 Jan
21 Jan
22 Jan
23 Jan
24 Jan
25 Jan

27-Jan
WHPEE

SR HITI IR I

TOTAL

TABIE NUMEER 2.

DO

s

%
*

= | §

SESIEEE SIS EEEEOLE
o ifenfen il

ot
X
%

RESTRICT.

~

TABLES FOR S-1 SUNMARY

7024 Tank Battalion

BATTLE CASJALTY REPCRT BY TYPE CF

CASUALTY.

(Figures taken from Battle

Casualty Reports up to and including
31 Jamuary 1.5, for the pericd 1
January 1945 to 31 January 1945.

pac)

3
e
3

2

e

| §»

‘—l
3

:
o | FEERFEEREI-BEIBEEEEICONE B

TOTAL

Jeee
s
7
3
1l
2
336HE
o
2
A
I
36330
R
1l
S ax s
2
1
3t
33608
3
386HC%
L

FeN3E

30

PRISONERS OF AR CAPTURED

DATE
F30E

22 Jan
I

TOTAL

RESTRICTED

"PW's

| isi

RTD's

Yo
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STRICTED

TARLE NUMBER 3.

, REPLACFYENTS RECEIVED
(Including Hospital Returnees)

DATE NO.

1 Jan 1
3088 P
10 Jan 5
12 J:'n 8
33636 Fen
15 Jn 22
17 Jan 6
380680 3%
20 Jan L
R S
23 Jan 2
preraen 3965
25 Jan 38
ISEEG 360
2 Jan 1
30 Jan 4
33EL336E 1965
~5.0,
——) -
TOTAL 91

TARLE MUMBER 4.
AWARDS 4AND DECORATTONS

Decorations awarded from 1 January 1%5 to 31 January 1945, incl.

Silver Star Medals.

Bronze Star Medals.

Oak leaf Cluster to Bronze Star.

Purple Heart Award,

(1st) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart.
(2nd) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart.

bl B, W

Capt, 7624 Ta
s-l.

0 =
ol 3

RESTRICTZSD %-}



SUBJECT: After Actien

TO
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W e Ve
HEADQUARTERS ) L ol O FANIRIRS
702ND TANK BATTALION _ - RECTHIOTTA
APO 403 US ARMY T

16 March 1945, N\

‘Repert= February 1945.

The Adjutant General, Washingten, 25, D.C.

l. Imn complianoé with peragraph 2%, Sectien III, Memerandum

#64, Headquarters 80th Infantry Divisien, AP0 80, U. S. Army, the
fellowing cemments, ebservatiens and recemmendatiens are submitted:

a. EQUIPMENT: |

(1) Thirteen (13) recket launohers‘(T-St) were re-

ceived and installed en M-4 tanks. In additien

ene medified launcher was installed en light

tank M=5. This vehicle has net beén received te

date.

(a)

the medium oempanies.

:(b)

standardized in this tank battalien and infantry
divisien is to have the targets (500 X 600)
chesen by the Inrantfy CT Cemmanders, pesitiens

The launchers were broken dewn 4, 4, 5, te

The methed of eperatien satisfacterily

467@f0%g

chesen by thertankers®, and surveyed in by Divi-

sien Artillery. The rockets are fired en request Qﬁ :

of the Infantry and checked fer friendly perse ?
oclearance by the Divisien Artillery F.D.Ce \@

n

(o) ofer 3000 reunds have been fired at varieus c’

types of targets ever varied terrain with exocellent

§2£gfiﬁ§§f : results. All szmunitien is fired with 50 per oent

-1 - ‘b'/
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(2)
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ftd) With inoreased prectice the percentage ef

failures to fire has decreased te approximately

3 percent per lead ($0).

(e) Resupply and recoenditioning of the rockets

is a major problem and facter in the seleotion

of positiens.

(f) Meximum ebserved range obtainable was 4600
yards.

(g) This Battalion and the supperted Infantry
Regiment commdnding Officers are highly in faver
of the reckets. PW reperts indicate the eppeosite
impressien by the Germans.

(h) Wwhile the deorease in fighting pewer of the
medium tank company is eppreciated, it is felt that
in @ separate tank battalion eperating w/ an Infan~
try Division, this factor CAN be evercome by the
installation on the light tank (M-«5) and the
reinforcement of the medium coempany by ene plateen
of this company so equipped.

(1) The T-34 is invaluable as a clese suppert
weapen against tewns and enemy—occupied woods.

1/4 ton trailers:

Throughoeut operations every pessible effert has
been made to feed all men three (3) het meals a
day. The addition to the T/E ef each company in
T/0 & # 17-25 of ene (1) 1/4 ton trailer to cerry
hot water heating unit and cans, insulated would

—2-




(3)

(4)

(5)

s A T T T TSR N T e T N myms sk e o " .
P A oy TR e U S oI RYTA S o
oL TR g B ]

' _ 3uro 21l men receiving tv /2) hot meals during

actual eperetions. No increase in any personnel
or equipment ether than this addition 1s necessary.
Ammunition:

75mm and 76mm canister is highly desired for woeds
as well as epen fighting.

Cempany trucks:

Each Cempany must have twe (2) cempany trucks, the
cost of the vehicle will be meny times repaid by
the saving ef clething and equipment geined. (8ee
After Action Repoert for January 1945).

76mm Guis en M-4 Tanks:

Less flash is imperative in order to enable the
tank commender to sense the burst. A temporary
expedient of a muzzle brake issue for guns now

on hand is desirables.

\/ ALBOT 11T, &

t col., 702nd Tank Bn,
Commendinge.
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<a3tlon I = Jummary of vperatlons (=3
SmE e a1 sdheouary 0 4 february 1945 found e btutialion
1a3emhl Lt L viainivy ef wltlinaser sonduetline maintensnco of
coantales, Lincr o cocohilivesion, end pragitlice firing of ralnforgenmants,
g 2 ot ma Totadad ag followssd
. “ . L , oy 3
- omantsg - weulend
v e L Somsintes e ZoucLlinstar
o Ly Laommenise - TodYirenge
et s Ly, oAb = «1tiinster
(n “abhmuerry & Sha Ukttullon rearived <i121d (rder ho., 30, .sad-
vargers 20ts I cfsntry Jivision, ihe 5Cth Livision fainiorgs: was to
e 2k CT702070 Jelruars 134%, cross Cur and sauer iivarg, bLreegh the
Slagfpled Inc a0 entinue the rieck %c 1 s northassse 7024 iank
a4 . . RN ¢t . €1 ¢ .
- RN B g'“ e Cowug #RRSNBT V0 Bha Alsth inlanwry omlmens, ‘
SURDABY . o) rely ool o Ve Tigte infanvry  exlimmt,  ihs rewsinder
S0 e cstenll o W b emplace all avalluble woamsone for firve on
Larests cent of tha cur and wsuer dvers,
In com~liage~ wits the above 414 vrier, Joncaniee "o’ ana .
vyl Al 4 oheean oF dhelr rashective combet teums, o JOmphny woving
. b - \ o4
to Jaaufors; ant .7 lompsny %o settenuorf, sompany .0 reportad %o
317eh @191 Lol ey Lestallon to reinforaa the fire of trat unig,
e ogntyclinm .. ~ovel %0 alizrnash on (e Sir of Sshruary,
LA B T 0BG o 1945 | ’ !

lor-any U rannreal 80 cesdguart:rs I13t- Kiel? argillery Hate
trllon, §& “orrusry., {wo of ite sls&toons olus one section of 105 -mm ;
veagnult sune vars ppaged In inilrect fire positions wn reinforee the
Tir? ~f the 114 are3ilery, [he remaining nlatoon flred direce: fire
m18nione on ~1:1 bhoxms lucate. aorogs the Lur ilver I'rom posisicns
anuthweat o7 oeniorf., The sompRny contvinusd garr;i-g out t-o above
vt 14 catimie e At whtan time b o2 ounty woe attsonaed to the RLT7Lh
infantry ‘ecigent anc asserble! in seaufors, propersd 0 move Across
the sauer lven ad Lt lilaan on rogimentsl ornter,  [he Jompany moved
22ro8s the rivar 1y rFebruary tu an 28sambly ares in vhe viocinitsy of

0832420,

-

3

[rs o=nany re-sinsd in this a2g:smbly area unsil 18 Febtruary
“hile She cowmoany officers conduated rouss andé smploymens resonnalse
nante within ha csgiaental done of Advaence, . ‘

<% C0L, 13 rabruscy 1349, thia Jompany atsecked north froa the
LMuoP Hiver in suppors of the 3*17%h Infantry. lhe adtaock sontinued
unttil tre 25th Of Fabruary and Juring the omplete operation t-e
Jompany used two platoons working cloeely with the asssulting battal- -
tons while th: t>irc platoon zounting the I'34 rocket launchers furmn- \5
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Kerporich, Semeri.  Oetchlingem, ebomm oY
Pbomdon. lahr, and Niederagegen had cleared of anowy,
Company ":" had two tanks dissblod durimg thia astiem,

" Tne 7024 rank Battalion reseived orders from Seadquarters &I e |
Corps on 2% February 194% that it was detashed frea the 80%h m*w
“ivisforn anc attsched %0 the Tésh Infantiry Divisien, v

Tne battulion was unodutoly assemdled in viainity of Niederse
zegen and move  tO s&n asaenwbly Qx’n u,r ronchnlhr the night of
Fedruary, he noxt morming Jompanies were aAtbe
aghzd %0 the 335¢h, 304th, and n'r{h Inftntry Regluenss respessively,
and advanced «ith them southexss frem Fersahweller on A\he drive
Sowards Trier an: the Yosel fiver, This attsck was s$ill in progress
a8 the end of th: month, : .

\7‘5. !n :: L J WU

Jom.any " ' had one platoon ef lighd tanks oponun; with eesh
of the melium tank companiss throvihout the umth.

R § % 5 oy : ) ;

~he battalion was equippod with 'S4 ocket L%ugeh urly‘
‘abruary, »ith four LEE . launshers eagh going %o A7, B , and J
-ompanies, . : . :

It wae founl during the atsacks along and north of the Seuer | g
Aver that these rockets osn fumish very eoff=ctive support frem -
Indirect £'re rositions juss in rear of the advanoing troeps, The
renersl pmatics was to plece the rockess under lumm Sentrel
80 thay 2o0uld b used anywhere in the “egimental Zone when needed,
me o thelr wile Jlanersion they are practioslly worthless against
no'nt tairgets, hut are vary offective in bresking up troep eonsen~
srations 4r woods o towns,

v

{ esmu.w u.%ﬁ»f’w

Kajor, 7024 Tank Pm,

33,

)
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3ection 1II, page 9.

d. An article in magasine "iArmy Talks" was observed, cencern-
ing the use of anti-dis on periscopes and telescopes. Coajpunies were givea
an isszue of anti-dim for this pu:pose with suecessful results, :

Class 111:

a. No particular problens encountered. Distance to Dusp
too great for a smell periocu of Lime,

Class 1V:
as Posl :xchange items were issued each sunday of the mouth,
b, Comiwdes having accunulated PX items which are in excess
of their use huve Lecn instructed to turn same items into 3-4, they are im

tura aert to hospitel installations »here they can be nadily used. ltems
include tooth paste, staving cream, scap, ete. .

Class V:

a. . total of 640 rounds of Rocket amuunition for Rocket
T-34 3llocsted to the Battalion during the month with three separate issues
baing made, 2000 s vere initially issued with issues of 3900 rewnds
, picked up subsequently. This amsunition presentsd a

pecial, ..F. be replaced with Cempressor, sir-pertable
ap-engine driven, stock number 66=C-1380. The Compresser
i1s much too big for the ameunt of service it perfems.
uthorized it would afford more space in the vehiales
that carr; this item of ejuipment and the new type com)ressor would serve
the same purposes. |This organization is authorised a total of five (5) ea
the basis as mentioned above.

m}*

A

YT
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16 erch 1945,

Initials f??@;i&

Intelligence Swmory-702nd Tsnk Battellon-Februery 19485,

In the month of Tebruary, the main action of the 702nd Tank
Rattalion centered sround the S¢fgfreid Line dbreaching operation
oerried out by ths 80th Division in the vicinity of the German
town of “Wallendorf. UDuring the initial steges of the operstion
this battalion did not engege the enemy, and the only enery aot-
ivity reported by units of this commend was sporsdic artillery,
morter, and nebelwerfer fire. An increased used of the nebdel-
verfer by the eneny to augment his velume of fire wus reported

throughout the moath.

Cur tanks first crossed the Juuer River on 12 February, acd dir-
ectly enguged the enemy. They were found to be very effective

in driving the eneny inside their pillboxes, and in supporting
the advange of our combined infeutry-demolition teams. Initielly
only Cermen Volksgrenidier units were contacted, the most impor-
teant being the 352 VG Div., the 79 VG Div, 2nd the 9 VG Liv.
Attempting to relieve the 352nd, the 560 VG Uiv. =also engaged our
troops. 0On the 17th, s new type of armored, self-propelled ,T
Gun, the Hetzer was engeged. This 1s essentielly & high velooity
7% gun mounted on a modified Kk. V carriage, with very sloping

- front pletes and sponsons. The gun has e very limited traverse

end is weinly treversed by opposite rotation of the tracks, en-
abling the gun carrier to turn in place. This gun is part of the
orgenizational esquipment of the AT Bn. of the VG division, and
hes been used very successfully zs an entreping weapon in defen-
sive tecties., : '

On 19 Februsry, elements of the 2nd Pz. Div. were contacted by

the division on our right. vithin a few days all elements of

the armored division were contacted by this unit. slthough this
organizetion was to bhe the counter sttack force saved to sssault
any unit able to breek through the Line, it laocked sufficient
power to unfold a reel blitzkreig. The sttack resembled an infil-
tration, and wes easlly held andﬂtgan erbg ‘&x.799.°38§8 &ga§royod

wespon Of this unit was ¥k. V.
by gheir own crews when they were surrounded and out of ges. The

enenmy evidenoed a luck of gas, end often had to use his tanks in
"dug’in" positions or as an A;oault Cun or AT gun would be used,

4t no time were tanks used in 2 mass essault.

Eii;;« , | . "VO

-l =



Intelligzence con't.

Throughout the period mines (both AT and AP), tank obstacles,
tnd demolitions wers used extensively. Road conditions were
also in the Germans favor, for the countryside oould dboaat
very few paved or wide roads. This leck of s good roed aet
seems to have deen purposeful on the enemy's part, but wss
not completely offective in helting our advanoe.

The morale of the enemy troops facing us coanstently deter-
ioruted throughtoat the period. But a small minority, gen-
erelly those in contrasl, clung to the theory that {n some
manner Germany would win.
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Inelesure Ne. 1, page 10. REU ) o
Critieal sheartages new peadiag ia this crganisatisa are as fellows:

. QRDEANCE
M“E, m ls L Y
Tires, 600xlé 5 ea
Tebes, 600x16 6 ea
Tires, 750x20 17 e
Tebes, 750x20 6 ea
Battery, ¢ wolt L ea
Natehes, wrist (all jewels) 2 e
Foexd BEagine Parts
Chain, tire, 600x16 10 pr
Chain, tire, 750x20 4 pr
Spare parts for Cal.30 NG 19194k
SML

l? wuanti
AR/URC=; 2
Cover, BGC-96 75
Nashlight, TL-122 4O
Tost unit, 1-176 5
Tranemitters, BC 604 7
Maintenansce F uipm=nt }'E-13 1
Voltehmeter, I-166 IN

JUAR AST. .

jtem suantity
Flag, Geneva Convention, Red Croes &
Ambulanse and marker w/staff
Pans, cake, 194"x16"x1-3/8" 1

Pet, sook mowntain type for cutfit cooking
Selsctor, qualifieation card
Brushes, urinal type
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., ’ 4 HEADQUARTERS .
) - TO2ND TANK BATTALION -
APO 403, C/0 PCSTIASTER NEW YORY, MRV YORK
LeTNT
J . il e 13 April 1945,

é ,
| SURJECT: Af}:er Action Report = yarch 1945,

The Adjutant neneral, war pepartment, "ashington 25, D. C,
(Thru: Command*ns General, &0th Infantry Division, APC 20,
U 5o rmmr),

TO

1. Tn compliance with paragraph 2b, gection ITT, Merorandur #6f,
Head uarters 80th Infantry nivision, APO 80, U. S. Arry, the following
corments are submitted:

? a, No particular change in T/0 or T/E for this unit other
' than those enumerated in nrevious After 2ction Reports,
be No items of general interest are submitted, e
o
14

[
= e
m =
e
TiLLEOT 111, ’]
Iieutenent Colonel,

702rd Mank Rattalion,
corranding.
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3 - . . “~'h: ©G, 80th Inf. Div.
. - ,annq‘-n‘ : ,,it: -
RESTRICT.) it

AFTHR ACTION REPCRT - MARCH 1945

Section I - Summpry of Operations (S=3)

The 1st of March found the 7Rnd Tank Battalion attached to the 76th.]'_ni‘antry
Division, The Division was at this time engagec} on the drive South to Trier and
the Loselle Liver from the vicinity of Ferschweiler (Lliil).

Durinz the above mentioned operation the Companies were attached to the three
legiments of Division as follows: Company A to 385th Infantry, Company B to
3Q4th Infantry, and Company C to 417th Infantry.

The Battalion CP was located in Meckel (L124k4).

The Companies continued on this mission until the 76th Infantry Division
reached the Moselle ani comtacted troops of the lOth Armored Division on the 3rd
larch at which time the sattalion was assembled in the vicinity of Meckel (L1244)

ard attached to the 17th Armored Group to form a Task Force to be known as Task
Force Onaway.

Task Force Onaway was composed of the following troops:

Headquarters 17th Armored Group
7®Rnd Tank Dattalion

76th Cavalry reconmaissance Troop
2 pattalions of Infantry

1 Company of shgineers

1 Company supported Tank Destroyers
1 Flatoon of lfilitary Folice

1 Battalion of Light Artillery

The 76th Infantry Division was to advance st in accordance with F.O. #6,
Headcuarters XII Corps; “XII Corps advances H Hour 4 March 1945, seize Vest bank
of ..hine Liver between indernach (P7605) and Koblenz (P9095) on two routes with
the 4th Armored Division on the left followed by the 5th and 80th Infantry Divi-
sions and the 76th Infantry Division on the rizht. The 7®nd Tank Battalion
attached to the 17th Armored Group. The 17th Armored Group l{eadgquarters attached
to the 76th Infantry Division." '

The plan of attack for the 76th Infantry Division was as follows. The 3Q4th
Infantry itegiment to attack the night of 3 larch 1945, establish and secure
bridgehead across the Kyll iiver, vicinity of Kyll(Il741l). Ingineers to build
bridse, to be completed 0600 4 lkrch 1945 at which time tanks will cross in
support of expanding bridgehead ami continue advance to the Mst.

Due to heavy mortar and artillery fire on the bridgesite and difficult ap-
proaches to the bridgesite itself, the bridge was not completed until late the

5 larch 1945, at which time the Task Force crossed and assembled in the vicinity
of Priest (12Q45) ‘
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brooss i
Usiry; a regular march formution with tanks leading, the Tesk Force staerted
5 » ., - a) -
Lo advance 1200 6 izrch 1945 Horth to Srmeicher (I2149) ard then &st. The column
advanced ageinst moderate artillery fire to a nosition west of the town of
Herforst (I12550) where a crater in the road halted the column.

Due to numerous road blocks ord creters, making the advance by the tzfnksx
very difficult, the Infantry was pushed ahead the night of 6 }.}'lr“clf'l 1945 w:.:oh the
mission of talcing llerforst (I2550) and continuing the attack to g‘lnsfeld. (Q652)
the next morning. The tanks were to supnort the attack by fire J‘:‘rom positions
st of Herforst (12550) until the route was cleared, at which time they were to
move with the infantry.

The attack progressed as planned and Dinsfeld (12652) had been clecred by
sundown 7 lBrch 195,

Two columns cormosed of an Infantry Dattalion and one Tank Company viere used
in continuing the attack ipst from Binsfeld (I2652) the nisht of 7 i#rch 195.
One column advanced along the route to Linsfeld (1L2652), Liederkeil (12853) and
Landcheid (L3054) while the second column moved over the route linsfeld (IR652)
to Bruck (I3151). The northern column by late afternoon had succeeded in
reaching and clearing Lamdcheid (L3054 ) while the southern column was still
having difficulty in reaching Druck (L3151). In view of this situation it was
decided to abandon the elfort to break through on the South and make an eifort
to seize Burg (L3255) and the bridge over the salm kiver located in Surg (13255).

The 7®@nd ‘lank Battalion plus one Company of Infantry attacked Burg (13255)
at 1820 8 larch 1945 in compliance with this decision and succeeded in capturing
the town in 20 minutes, however, the bridge was blown as the advancing troops
entered the town,

After the completion of the capture of Durg (13255), Task Force Umavay was
dissolved and the three liedium Tank Companies atiached one to each Infantry
llegiment. The Companies thus supnorted the advance of the 76th Infantry vivision
st to wittlick (I3954) which was entered on 12 larch 1945.

On 11 :arch 1945 the Battalion was detached from the 76tih Infantry Division
and attached to the 80th Infantry Division which was assemblins in the vicinity
of :iemich, Luxemburg in preparation for a movement st across the Sauer River,
The vattalion assembled in this area late 12 Iarch 1945 and the three [jediun
Tank Companies were immediately attached to Combat Teams with A Company to CT317,
B Compary to CT318 amd C Company to CI319. 4 and B Companies moved without de-
lay to forward assembly areas vicinity of Irsch, while C Company remained in
iwollingen (P9706) pending the movement forward of the 319th Infantry regiment.

‘"he Battalion CP moved to Jeurig (L1512) the nicht of the 12 iBrch 1945,

COLPANY "AM, 13 IARCH TO 22 MARCH 1945:

Comparny A advancing from Irséh with the 317th Infantry Regiment 13 lBrch 1945
assisted the liegiment in clearin; the tovns of Greimerach (I2407) and Oberzerf
(I2310) and by the morning of 15 larch 1945 was attacking Scheiden (L2705) with
the 3rd Dattalion. Ioth Scheiden ard the neighboring town of .ialdholzbach (I2906)
were captured on the 1éth larch 1945 as the 10th Armored Division passed through
the itegiment to continue the attack &st.

g b p,
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After the 10th xI‘I'lOI‘&i Division had passed through, -the 317th Infantry neg=-
iment vas ordered to advance behind them and clean out rereining pockets of
resistance. Company A moved .pst witih them normally carrying one (ompany of -
Infamiry of the leading elements on its tanks during the rapid advence. Upon
recching the viecinity of laddurkheim (R3195) 22 'arch 1945 the Company was placed
under lattclion control and assembled in Freinsheim (13401).

COLPAY "3, 13 MARCH TO 22 IARCH 1945:.

Commeny D assembled in Zerf (L2411) with the 318th Infantry iegiment 13 l®rch
19,5 ard one Flatoon was sub-attached to each Dattalion initially.

The 1st Flatoon sup—attached to the 2nd Battalion advanced to .'eiskirchen
(L3307) on the 14 lBrch 1945 and were cut off that night by German troops that
had been by-passed during the advance. The reminder of the Company with the
3rd Tattalion 318th infentry at once moved on the town from the HNorth ljest and
succeeded in reachin: it late 15 izrch 1945. The Comparny was released from attach-
sdent to the 316th Infantry ilegiment 16 iarch 1945 and for the exception of one
platoon attached to Company C, saw no action between that time and the 22 larch

1945,
COLPARY "C', 13 LARCH TO 22 IARCH 1945:

Company C attached to the 31%nh .mfantry tegiment had one nlatoon sub-attached
to each Infantry Dattalion on the advance from Deurig (I1512). During the initial
advance the Company assisted in capturing the towns of Dritten (I2303), Bergen
(12404 ), Losheim (L280L), Niederlosheim (1.3000) and Nunkirchen (W3598).

After the 10th: Armored Division passed through the ilegiment the same sub-
attachments vere retoined and the rlatoons advanced with the respective [attalions
throush St. .iendel (5996) and Keiserslautern (RRYL ) to IBxdorf (R4098). The
Company wes asserbled under ilattalion control in Freinsheim (13401) on 22 ifrch
1945,

COLPALY “DM, 13 MRCH TO 22 IARCH 1945:

During this period one Flatoon of the Company was attached to each B ard C
Companies and operated as an additionel Platoon with these Companies. The 2mi
ilatoon of the Company was attached to the £0th Cavalry ileconnaissance ‘Iroop amd
operated with that Unit screening the flanko of the 80th Infantry Division during
its rapid riove into Germany.

The Dattalion moved from its assembly are2 in Freinsheim (#340L) on 24 lBrch
1945 to the new area of the 80th Infantry pivision in the vicinity of ilockenhausen
(10614 ). The entire unit conducted rehabilitation of equipnent and personnel in
this arez until 27 iarch 1945,

On 27 larch 1945 the Lattalion less Company C assembled just st of ininz
(:.3856) in preparation for a crossing of the Rhine River.
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The 80th Infantry Vivision planed to force a cross..g o B&ge at
Minz (33856) with the 317th and 318th Infantry Regiments, while at the same time
the 3;l9th Infantry Regiment was to move over the Rhine River through the bridge-
head’ of the 5th Infantry Division and establish a bridgehead over the Main River:
at Bischofsheim (MR2454).

Jlnm\é"}i‘

Company C 7(2nd Tank Battalion was to support by fire the crossing of the
319th Infantry Regiment over the Mrin River. Companies A and B were to support
the crossing over the Rhine River of the 317th Infantry Regiment with Company B
reverting to the 318th Infantry Regiment after the 317th Infantry Regiment had
secured & foothold on the Bst bank.

The attack jumped off (10O 28 March 1945 amd progressed according to plan
against moderate resistance,

Company B crossed the Rhine River 291300 March 1945 and assisted the 318th
Infantry Regiment in capturing the towns of Hasslock (M5154), Niederbausen (M:174)
and Rambach (M3868).

Company C crossed the Main River with the 319th Infantry lkegiment clearing
the tovms of Wicker (m759 ard Delkenheim (Mi561).

Comparny A did not cross the Rhine River until 29195 March 1945 at which
time it assembled in Wiesbaden (M35@4) with the 317th Infantry Regiment in Division
reserve,

The 7nd Tank Battalion moved North with the 80th Infantry Division 31 March
1945 and at month's end was located as follows:

Battalion CP Neukirchen (H1353)

A Company - attached to 317th Infantry Regiment - Niedergrezbach (HO0758)
B Company - Battalion contral Rollshausen (H0952)

C Company - attached to 319th Infantry Regiment - Remsfeld (HR2168)

D Company ~ Battalion comtral Schrecksbabh (HORL97)

2 mBJor, 702rd Tank Battalion,
5-3.
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. Durjing thie month imtelligence activities for the Battalien can be divided
into two|phases. From the lst until the 13th March 19%:5 this organisation
operatediattached to the 76th Infantry Division and worked as a unit in their
Resistance here was light, consisting meinly in extensive demolitions
concentretions of 1 caliber artillery and nebelwerfers. Anti

' :yébely met, and artillery and mines took the
greatest|tall of casualties. In éne freak incident & medium tank attempting
to by paps a bridge, hit a mine of undetermined size and became a tokal wreck
with all! crew members killed by the concussion, The mine was believed to be
an ariel bomb, considering the damage caused.

ts contacted during this operation were disorganized and confused by
forceful American drives, and hed broken up into sssll combat unite
with v little centralized control. Major units identified were the 276 VG

‘ the 560 VG Divisien, and the 2nd Pz Division, but they never organized
imted defensive sectar.

_the second phase of operations, this unit was reattached to the
ntry Division and moved to the vieinity of Ssarburg. Here & mush
superion type of German soldier was encountered. They were trained mountain A
embers of the 2rnd and the 6 SS Mountain Division. The power of the ~ .
ssmult by the 80th Infantry Division broke up their defensive organ-

nd robbed them of their will to fight, From the 17 Mrch 195 on-

enemy Was no longer able to develop any defensive potential, and ex-

a few isolated incidents, retreated in disorder, Hastily formed

combat groups were thrown into our path, only to be overwhelmed, surrounded,

and capfured. Initial terrain difficulties were eventually overcome and in

mny ces the assault took on the role of a road march. At the Rhine River

the eneffy attempted to helt the advance, using anti aircraft men drewn from

‘the Frapkfurt defense area. These were umble to accomplish their mission. All
attempts by the enemy, throughout the month of March, to contain our advance,
were futile and the end of the month saw this unit approaching the German city

of Kassel, 250 miles from the starting point at Saarburg, Due to the conglomerete
hodge~-podge of troops encountered late in the month, positive identification of

units engaged was impeossible,
in,\ 7

Captain,|702d Tenk Bn,
S-2.
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le g gaqu_Jo~ e gll Third Army Units traveled many miles
Lo ooast el eing tenvorarily assizned to the 76th Inf.Div,
>oZuttalion *ﬁwsed the border into Germany for the second time.
- 204 W
) Yol L2

ot )ru:ry, after havings crossed it once wnile operaving with

e 300 Iaf.Div.zll during the l:tbeﬂ part of TFebruvary. Shortly
herearter o toslt forece Imown as .. Cnaway was formed under the
Soooan” ol Colonel Withers, Comma udlh” Officer, 17th Arad.Groun,

vr.ich iucluded this Datsulion along Vltﬂ elenents of Infantry,

Arsillery, Zenk Dess troyers, i.edical Units, etec. On the 12th Ilarch
"e Sattulion :woved To Zous, Iuxenbourz to an assenbly area of the

8C¢h Inf.Dive.alter rcce1v1xg orders of +the transfer on the 1llth

;arcm Teaving tais senbly area cormbat teams were formed once

cooin with the first obgective beins across the lloselle River in

te Saar area. VWith ranid advances being made.daily it wasn't

1o, vefore crossing the farmous Rhine River at Hainz. After

ovshiing iante Wiesbaden, orders were received sending us north,

up to the Kassel area, at wailch section the Batbtalion is now operat-

ing in. ' :

2. Tor a resort on crivical siiortages existing at the end of
the month see inclosure Fo. 1.

: a. Ravions consumed for the month of February were as
follovs:
ol% Tynpe "3
15 Type "on
3 ,-'/'3 Type "KW
134 Type 10 in 1
25 Type "DO
e Class I Suonplies for the month of llarch were received
and disbriduted without any exceptional difficulty. Pield Ration
"AM yas issued for the rnost part of the month and operational
rations being used where tactical conditions warranted them.
Presently, operaivional rations are being used daily since Fielad
"A" Rations are not available, due vo tne long supply lines and
rate of priority.

" c. Water conswaied during month remained about the same as
last nonth. Whenever Companies were operating too great a distance
for the water truck to service them they relied on nearby streans,
using halazone tablets or boiling the water to purify it.

d. Ho difficulties in the procurement of cocal, since the
Companies took advantage of captured stock piles.

CLASS II -~
a. Requisitions for non-tariff sihices were submitted over
a montih ago in accordance with new procedure and as yet have not
been received.
c. Reslacement of tanks - very slow due to long supply
lines and priority going to class V supplies.

"B RreTa ey )

X i NT »
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SECTION III (Continued) - S0t e

CLASS IITI - ‘

Iliany problems were encountered during the month on this
class of supply due to the rapid advances, naking the supply lines
extremely long;. Often times it was necessary to send 9C and 100
miles for gas. It was necessary nost of the time to convert a
qumber of arnition ftrucits into gas trucks in order to meet
requirenents. Gas trucks having been dispatches to Clugs III
dwnps were gone for us long as two or three days. On several
occagions, Oils SAE No. 10 and Mo. 30 were not available at Class
III SP No. 110. In spite of these mentioned difficulties slong

with others the Battalion never failed to arrive at its destination
at the designated tine. '

CLASS IV -

PX items continued to be issed on Sundays throughout the
month, During the last week of the montih the Division was operat-
ing in an arez south of Kassel and captured a town which nad a P.VW.
Camp containing American Personnel. A 334 cut of PX items was
made by 0.D.Q.II. on all units in the Divigsion which were to Dbe
turned over to the American Prisoners of War, with the idea being
very highly indorsed by all.

CILASS V - )

Lacit of transportation in this Orgaenization necessitated
leaving 1500 rounds of 4.5 rockels plus fuzes for same at Beurig
on the lioselle wnen the Battalion made the swift advance to the
Rhire. It was also necessary to leave two iien as juards for this
Armmunition. A letter requestin; the authorization of an einjiseer
trailer, suech az the type to haul bull dozers, was instigetled Yy
thig Office but was disasoroved by hisher headquarters.Subsequently
this Unit was 270 miles from the location of the ammunition making
it unavailablie for uvuse. Third Army Headquarters wes notified of
this matter a:d it was arranged whereby they would recover this
ampunition and notify this OFffice when guards could be recalled.

RECCLIM:DATIONS -

It is recommended that tiie code color system be used
exclusively ian the identification of oils, SAE Yeo. 10, 30 and 50.
Two Bystems of marking have been encouvntered by this Unit,one being
the code color marking and the other having the tyne of oil narked
risht on tue can. However, it has been found tinat the cans having
the latter systew are difficult to identifly siace the nuibers have
been obliterated or covered with extraneous nmatter.

- 16 - '
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lst IUCLOSURE, Paje No. 17

Critical shortazes are as follows: -

QUARTERMASTER |

Flag, Geneva Convention Red Cross 4
Arbulance and Marker w/Staff
Selector, Qualification Card 1
3rushes, Urinal Type

Shoes, EE width, all sizes

ORDNANCE
3inocular, iil3 13 Ford Engine Parts
~ubes, 600 x 16 6 Ward la PFrance Parts : i
lires, 750 x 20 23 Track, Medium Tank '
?ubes, 750 x 20 - 24 Track, Light Tank
Battery, 6 volt 4 Bogie Wheels, lMedium Tank
Jatches, DPocket 4 Bogie Wheels, Light Tank
datches, Wrist 5 Hot Patches
SIGNAL g
AN/VRC - 3 ' 22 "
Cover, BG-26 75 ;
Flashlight, TL 122 70
Test Unit, I-176 5 ,
Transmitters, BC-604 8 :
liaintenance Equipment, Me 13 1 ' f
Voltonmeter, I-166 4 '
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702d Tank Battalion

TABLE MJKBER 1,

BATTLE CASUALTY REPCRT RY TVPE OF
CASUALTY = (Figures taken from
Battle Cesualty Rerorts up to and
including 18 April 1945 for the
period 1 Mar 45 - 31 Mar 45).

DATE KI4 DON  WIA IIA TOTAL RID'S

*
:

K14 MIA
1 mar ‘ et 3363 1 ¢ 33856 1 3
638 3963t 3¢ T : ERrrIn 309t
6 yar 7 33t 15 bl
P P P ¢ P S IO
10 Mar - ¢ Fare pavn P 2 et
R e3¢ 3% 3 ee—x—n A 3386 T
12 1ar 396t PV g ¢ 1 3
T v 3903 P

%
£ o
:

}—':\tl\)

e
X
3
%
Yo
%
X
:'%a
*

15 1ar 2 e 7 3 e 12 I
16 var ; 3 e 2 2o 3 5 SRR
17 1var e 1 1 S R 2 Iy
18 1rar e 368 st e et et 3

FEEE # et 3¢ F s W3 3

TOTAL 12 1 22 3 0 33 : 9

ADTE MYETIR 2.
PRTSCTERS CF *7.0 C'PTURED

Mone

TATT™ NI RTR 3.
RTOT 0T TINTS MW TN

(Tnclvding Hosnit~l Returnees)

U Ay 19 \v\,\
ad e - - [
YXTEYEY] Kocpons
383039 el
2 1ar 10
RTRYR LTS RYAIXYE
) A v IN N
5 17 10
RV EYRYXTa
Aatia e il AN
1L tar 27
2y \,y_’\ " RIS
o0 1Ay R
v B
2L rar LA
REIXTXTEN Prate 3 ’
SR TS 2
i N
i -s
mOyme T, .,‘9 l O
-
[
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TO2ND TANK BATTALION
APO 4,03, C/O POSTMASTER NEW YORK, NEW YORK

AY

L May 1945,

SUBJECT: After Action Report - April 1945,

10 ¢ The Adjutant General, War Department, Washington 25, D, C
(Thru: Commanding Genenl, 80th Infantry Division, APO 80

U. Se. m)o

1, In campliance with paragraph 2b, Section III, Memorandum #6,
Headquarters 80th Infantry Division, AFO’ 80, U, s, Amy, the following
camments are submitted:

4s No particular change in T/0 or T/E for this Unit other
than those emmerated in previous After Action Reports.

bs No items of general interest are submitteds

~
Y
X
W\
Liedtenant Colonsel, >~
702nd Tank Battalion,
Cammanding,
-
N
Uu" \UR‘\DED 'IQ: I
AR Ll 3 iy, 84 W R
Acoil lei.ux ALY YL

BY AUTHORITY OF TAG... 4oL S
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Auths CG, 80th Inf Div
Inits 22

Dates 1 May 1945

AFTER ACTION REPCRT . AFPRIL 1
Bection I - Summary of Operations (8-3)

1l April 1945 found the Battalion in the vicinity of Neukirchen
(H1353) preparing to move to forward assembly area in the vicinity
of Homberg (H177l). Oompany A was attached to CT 317. Co B was in
Division Reserve in vicinity of Homberg. Oompany C was attached to
CT 319. 7The Battalion (less A, B, and C Companies) was in Division
Reserve in vicinity of Homberg. -

The action during the month of April 1945 was characterized by
a series of rapid advances, due to the disorganization of the enemy
as % result of the rapid advances of the Armored Divisions in our
sectors.

PERIOD 1 April to 5 April 1945

During this period the 80th Infantry Division engaged in the
capture of Kassel (C2203). neas

Initially Company A was in reserve with CT 317. fThe Combat Team
advanced on 4 April capturing the towns of Niedervellmar (C2107) and
Jhringshausen (C2208) to block enemy escape routes from Kassel.

Company B with CT 318, attacked Kassel from the west, and cleared
the city itself.

Company C with CT 319, moved around Kassel from the Southwest
capturing Bettinhausen (G2402), Oshausen (H2699) and the high ground
to Southeast of Kassel,

On the 4th of April Company B was relieved from attachment to
CT 318, =nd one-half of the company attached to each A end B companies.
Company D was attached to CT 318 in Company B's place, and assisted
the Combat Team in maintaining law and order in Kassel.

PERIOD 6 April to 10 April 1945

The 80th Infantry Division prepared to resume the attack North
and East from Kassel when orders were received to stand by for relief

by the 69th Infantry Division.

Upon relief by the 69th Infdntry Division the 80th Infantry
Division moved to the vicinity of Gotha (J0865) amil took up a de-
fensive position around the town. During this period B amd C Companies
were attached to the respective Combat Teaus, while Company D was -
attached to 80th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop with the mission of
protecting the left flank of the division.

) et "
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The Battalion CP was established in Gotha.

The Combat Teams with the attached tank companies prepared to
move east from Gotha 8 April 1945 and capture Erfurt. CT 317 with
Company A was to advance on the Northwest portion of the city.

CT 313 with Company B was to advance at the same time and seize the
Southwest and South pard of the city with one battalion moving to
east of city by-passing city from South.

CT 319 with Company C was also to by-pass Erfurt and be prepared
to advance East on Jena (J6366) and Weimar (J5270).

PERIOD 11 April to 18 April 1945

All of the Rocket Launchers in the battalion were assembled in
Headquarters Company at Eberstadt, and placed under the command of
ILt. SHIRE., The platoon was immediately moved into position vicinity
of Mobisburg prepared to support the attack on Exfurt,

The attack on Erfurt progressed as planned, and the town was
reported clear, 132200 April 1945,

In the meantime Weimar (J5270) had fallen to CT 319 without a

CT 319 with Company C and Rocket Leuncher Platoon then attacked
Gera and cleared the town against only moderate resistance.

rigg‘ Battalion CP moved from Gotha to Weimar, to Gera during this
pe .

The 80th Infantry Division with 702nd Tank Battalion coatinued
to move east on Chemnitz from Gera, and was prepared to attack the
town when on the 18th of April orders were received directing the
Division to move to an assembly area in the vicinity of Bamberg.

Pursuant to the above mentioned orders the 702nd Tenk Battalion
moved to the assembly area 19 April 1945. While in this area the
companies were located as follows: Battalion CP, Headquarters and
Service Companies - Klenkheim §054643, A Company at Stubig (03963),
B and C Companies at Lausdorf (03662), D Company at Doscherdorf

(03861).

The Battalion moved from the Bamberg area to Nurnberg (03901)
24 April 1945, =snd continued maintenance and rehabilitation of equip-
ment and personnel,

The Battalion moved out 24 April from Nurnberg with orders to
proceed to Regensburg (U1855). After reaching Re burg the
companies were once more attached A company to 31 Infantry, B
company to 318th Infantry and C company to 319th Infantry and moved
Southeast from Regensburg with the Combat Teanms.

(2) a !
SECRE?®?T P ;5



At the close of the period the Battalion CP was established in
Ergolds-Bach (U2820), and the companies were advancing South towards
the Isar River.

/1
,
! g 'S . .. .
-(/“V Gios T oL 1 e

CHARLES D{ SAMMONS,
nsligor, 702nd Tank Battalion,
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socbion i1, Intelli-ence ureoations, (5-2)

4

hrouschout the mombh of anril, enay buel pls at resistence viere rarled by their
continued fecbleness. .ot onily Lwo periods as there eny show of strensth, and by
lete in the nontl cur nssault had lost dits characier, and the oLy pro-qcr des—

-

crintion for o-actions cwvased in by the Latiolion *,r(,s tyroed sercht,

Y

The citles cosad ood priurt rere tiee fochi nolnue of resistaince, and in the
dqefcise of o tenke were used in lirdited mumbbers. Llall units vere the
RO e ssLs i tulis sefense.  Lul thesz fanatical sacrafice onerations served
e neonalae, dor Lo cvseellineous rhu=ban unils crwdblal belore ocwr orranized
Suc-ult.) ui‘vcr oﬂ; o touwensnlus resistance. the tanks which vere used :Ln the
defense of .ossel were the first we had net in any nuwioer since leavinz the aren
o Loshein. ‘he unit involved was the janzer .CU school, Jlsemach, and oriz-
inally hed Lhirty-two tanks, divided into four companies of eight tanks cach.
;)oxmanios 1, 2, and 3 had Xk IV tanks, while 4 was oguipped with ik V's. at
first Jiser Ilt's were 1'er)ortea in the vicinity, put Lney were found to be dead
i,a.nus, havins been deswroyed vy uieir ovn crevs.

1o ned or unususl veenons were cd in 'Lhe SLltalion seelor during the month.
sheny wdlitery orpaeiization wes in Lhe lost stoges of degencration. .he basie
wefonse units werce Ci'ts of CO.'ZI_{)c.lT" oad batiellon slze, crd [Gte off vesd ental size.
In the case of pfurt, three of these ifi's Trere coubined into a »rovisiomel div-
ision, wrned sivision relier. (Convelescents, men on furlou:h, school troops,

1-eny -ﬁc’w‘iou 5, cnag volizstrum mroviced Lhe nersonnel, althoush the
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TAELES FOR S=] SUMMARY
702d Tank Battalion

TABLE NUMBER 1,

BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT BY TYPE

OF CASUALTY - (Figures taken

from Battle Casualty Reports up

to and including 15 May 19,5

for the period 1 Apr 45 - 30

Apr 45).
DATE KIA DOW WA LA MIA TOTAL RID'S
3 3 345 356 H3e ) eI I
3 Apr FH e 1 1 3] FHEE D g )
336 3 s 3636 0% W 3 385
5 App 6 e 1 396 3 1 1
SHEEHE 3t O 356K 3¢ W6 NI W
8 Am- e e3¢ 1 363038 6366 1 356536 35¢
9 Apr 34 1 3 e W 1 W
10 Apr 1 e~ 1 3365 ] it 2
11 Apr 1 e 2 3H6¢ 2 2 3 FHIIE
12 Apr Fex e 1 3685 33 1 FIESE
13 Apr IR U 1 Hie 0 1 SR
1 Apr 30 e 1 356k 363 1 L3220
] 36 e 6 W 6 I JHHEHE
18 Apr I 38t 0 Fa I HIHHEE 5
3 e 6 K W ¢ I %
TOTAL 2 1 9 1 0 13 8

TAELE NUMBER 2,
PRISONERS OF WAR CAPTURED

None

TABIE NUMBER 3.
' REPLACEMENTS RECEIVED

(Inclnding Hospital Returnees)

NO
DATE '-!_-l*
10 Apr 11
11 Apr Ll
IHHEHER 3
22 b &
28 Apr 3
FAIN fudated
oL 7




ables for S-1 summery Cont'd.

ABLE NUKBER kL.

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Decorations awarded fr 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45 Incl.

Bronze Star Medal,
Purple Heart Award,
(1st) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart.
(2nd) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart.

Fheke B




s

{

| el
TABL©o FUOR 5-=1 oUsnARY
702nd Tank Battalion

Tashm Toa3aER 1.,

3AlTLE CASTALTY RIPCRT 3Y {Yrx OF CASUALTY
For Period 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45, incl,

DATL YIA DOW WIA LIA MIA TOTAL RTD'S
EPEPERE Y T LS Fw® E:=7r T T Rw o gprszes:
3 Anr et i3 1 1 # 2 )
I 5bc et #0ak *HHE HH ) e SRR T WS e W
5 Apr et it 1 ek N 1 1
Hesidedede Wit e se it Wit #Hicd 333030 3¢ Wit 3k i
€ Anrp hE e 1 #3ede W3R 1 Hicdere
¢ AmMr 363t 1 2 $eucdt ) 1 99 636 ¥
10 Aor 1 #..9 1 HHieic Hai i ) 2
11 Abr 1 e 2 it e 3 Wi k%
12 any 3 eas 563 1 e Wikde 1 3963 0 9
13 A’QI‘ Hicw #3603 1 Hie oo 1 W3
14 Abpr LU L 1 et e 1 e d 2l
W R vt 3% L SR FHieie Wit #iticie W W36 3 3
18 Anr H3ide Fedeit .. it W63 e it ieic

i Sesen #ica | #dtie ek otk WA Wit Wit

TOTAL 2 1 9 1 0 13 8
TASLL NU..34R 2.

PRISOKNEZRS OF AR CAPTURED
- None

TA3Ls WU..3aX 3, ’
RAEPLACEMENTS RECEIVED
(Includins Hospital Returnees)

DAT® NO.
p 2 Ty W Fw
10 Apr 7
11 Apr 43
Wit W
15 Apr 1
% 3% ™)
2< Apr 15
Wica ¥ #H
28 Apr b)

TOTAL 69



Tables for 3-1 Bummary, Cont'd.

TABLE NUMBER 4,

rs

o bt B

AVARDS AND DECORATIONS

Decorations awarded from 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45 incl.

IXIE

8ilver 8tar Medal

Bronze Star Medals

Purple Heart Oak Leaf
Qlusters

Purple Hearts
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702»' U EATTALION

.00 403, c/o r-osn.;ASTER, NET YCRK, NE¥ YCRK

774 8 gune 1945
SJLSICT:  liter A.:@? Report - pay 1945. .

e :  The pdjutant general, ‘yar pepartment, -yashington 25, n.c.

1. phe inclcsed observations and recommendations are hereoy made for the
sfter jction Renort for the month of yey 1945.

17-25, dated 12 pov L4 w/change 1 17-17, dated 11 yov 4l w/change 1
17-26, deted 13 nov 44 w/change 1 17-29, dated 18 nov 4k w/change 1
17-27, dated 18 vov L4 w/cha.nge 1

2. 1nclosure j##1, containing six (6) inclosures, mdlcate the desired
additions and subtractions as combined from the staff combat experience.

3. rThe below listed changes in the /0 recommended by gompany commanders ‘
and by rgygelf are: . ‘

a. The present system of technician ratings be abolished and & system -
of specialist ratings be instituted, money value ratings to correspond to present
technician ratings. powever, the enlisted man not to be in a non-commissioned Q’J‘
officer class., To be an increase in the effect of the chain of command but not
decrease the earning power of the individual soldier.

b. 1aintenance r~er'7eant of peadquarters company to have a rat:l.ng ot
rechnical ﬂer"eant.

b*) 01

c. Additional personnel for nattalion peadquarters sectlon tolephonc -
line crew), three (3) telephone operators; two (2) linemen; one (l) ver,
under sorumnications chief to be added. o

7

d. All Jommunications gergeants, exclusive of gattalion conlmnieatiohs
~hief, should carry a fating of gtaff gergeant. .

e. 7ach tank company to have six (6) officers, the additional officer
wnder present 7/0 & 73 to be nompany Administrative, supply and Mess officer,
ind/or Tiaison Officer with supported Infantry pattalion. ’

L+ 7ew ecuipment not at present anthorized for a sépara.te rank pattalion,

a. Tn addition to any changes shown in inclosures hereto, it is
jesired that each nompany be furnished a large kitchen traller, suitably design-
ed for all-uertiner operation., This pattalion has utilized these trailers during
1ine and one-half (9, ) months of combat and finds them irreplaceable both from
» vieanoint of convenience, adequacy of the preparation of food, and saving of -
sast17e, mhe rointenance recuired is practically nil except for infr t tire
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be A_.1{ .sun plane with enliste. pL.... should be added to
Battalion Headquarters Section of a separate tamk dattalion. The

necessary maintenance, tools and spare parts to be added to Battalion

Maintenance., This is particulerly desireble when operating one (1)
Campany or a part of a Campany with a Cambat Team Or several separ-

;to Infantry Battalions, end in many oases would have preveated th
oss of tanks.

o. A twelve (18) drep switchdeard and ope in? rsonnel,
three (3)™ hone operators, two (8) linemen cnd one I?uinr
and one 1) 3/'2 ton weapons cerrier should de added to the Bctm
Headquarters Section, as combat experience has proven that wire
communication properiy maintained is irreplaceabls.

4. Al 10%m howitzers should have the power traverse with
remote control for the tank ocmmander in the turret.

8. White phosphorus ammunition should be sudstituted for
the smoke shells now issued.

fe. Tools for removing bad rounds stuck in the ehamber frem
the inside of the turret, is a necessity in oocmbat.

-~

e All tank coumanders must have power Sraverse remete eehe '

trol mit%ly looated for quiok acoessadility dy the tank cemmander.

h. All tanks to de equipped with easy accessadble mdy
racks, not to include less fifteen (15) rounds.

unm 111,
001. (‘-ﬂ‘).
1 Incl: Commanding.




HEADQUARTERS, 702 TANK BATTALION
ornoo of t.ho pl rﬂ.oor
AFO A03, U ll'!!

4 June 1943

SUBJECT: Onanges in Tadbles of Organisation and Eguipment.
1'0 : GCommanding Officer, 702 Teank Battalion, AFO 403,

l. In compliance with Letter, Subject: same as above,
rtora Third United Staves Army, dated 22 1945,
GM»} and 1lst Ind, thereto, the following
rt ie lubnittodl _

2¢ It should de borme in mind that this report is
MM on nine and one half months of combat for a separate
‘h& Bastalion operating in suppart of an Infantry Division
ssitating entirely different tacties from those employed
w similar unit in an Arsored Divisiom.

b, T/0 & E's used at present:.

L m, dated 18 Nev 4 w/changel
1 B i £ dated 18 Nov 44 w/ehangs 1
t 17-4‘7, dated 18 Nov 44, w/change 1
| 17=X7, dated 11 Nov 44 w/changs 1
; 17«29, dated 18 Fov 44 w/changs 1

! Ge. Generally speaking there was tooc much
oquipment authorized for the amount of transportatioa availe
able and the mission at hand, Thus items listed in dlue

pengil are not desired or were desmedunnecessary to
a:: :pu-h our miseion and items shown in red are suggested
¥ ionsy

-

| d. These recommendations are not solely the view
or Fersonnel of this Offiee. They are a ocompklation of
t8 received Quring oombat from many Officers and Ene
nl ed Personnel, some of whom who have paid the supreme
penslty, ) .
e, Inol 1, lists the various notes applicaihle.
f. Incl 2, pertains to Ordnance equipment,
8+ Incl 3, pertains to S8ignal equipment,
h. 1Inocl 4, pertaims to Quartermaster equipment.

i. Inol 5, pertains to Engineer ‘equipment,. 1

o 1l e




lwipm'.1°

Inocl 6, Pertains t9 Saving of Olothing and

SIDNEY COHEN .
Gapt, 702 Tank Ba
Supply Officer

W



NCLOSURE 1 NOTES

Authorized to persormel who do not require them,
Too many authorised,
Not required,

Recommend i1tema be replaoced with Pistol, Cal..45 and
Shoulder Holster.

One per each letter and Headquarters Oompany t.c be
equipped with SCR 508 (12 Volt)

One per Supply Sergeant to carry out system discussed in
Inclosure 7.
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Lredi AGTION BPORT ~ 15Y 1945
Section I - Swynry of (peraticns (5=3)

" Battalion C.P. established in lrgoldsbacl: (U2820).

The lst of Iay found the Medifun Compariies A, B and C actached to the three
Infentry llegiments of the 80th Infantry Division as follows; Company A to CT
317, Compeny B to CT 318 and Company C to CT 319. Coipany D was assembled in
Beyerbach in Divisicn Reserve., )

The three Medium Compan:.es vere in the sectors of their respeciive CTs along

the Isar River,
/

Company B crossed the Isar River v:.cinity of Dingolfing laté 1 My 45 with
one platoon in support of each Infantry Battalion of CT 318 and contimued to
advance-to the S,E. with the mission ofiseizing brldges over the Vils River. i

i

Company C with CT 319, advanced S.i . from the River on the right of CT 318
with the mission of seiz:.ng bridgeslov the Vils Rlver in its zone of advance. \

4

Gompany A with CT 317 remained in reserve vicinity of Dingolfing.

t

Little to no resistance was met by |the Division duming this advence amd by
the 3. Wy l|.5 the troops had reached the Inns River.

The mtte.llon C.P, was establlshed in Simbach (29277) that sane day.

A On 3 ey 45 Field Message #6, 80th Infantry Division was received. The
Field Message read as follews: #"80th Infantry Division (Reinf) cross the Inn
‘River vic Braunau - cross on Division order - advance rapidly and seize crossings
“over Ager, Traun and Alm Rivers in zone. CT 318 relieves 13th Armored Division
holding bridgehead at Braunau without delay. CT 319 assemble in Division iteserve.
Be prepared to pass through CT 317 and continue the advance to the BRst on Divi-
sion order. 702nd Tank Battalion attach one Medium Tank Company to each Infantry
Regiment. Company D attached to 80th Reconnaissance Troop."

The above order vas carried out against extremely light resistance, and the
CTs were directed to continue the advance to the line of the BEnns R:Lver on the

5th My L5,

In conjunction with the advance of the Combat Teams, Corpany D with the 80th
Ren. advanced from vic Braurau to Lambach (554620) in one day capturing 6000

prisoners.

Battalion C.F. establisied at Vocklabruck (V4152) 5 12y 45.
‘ CLASSIFICATION

""" CANCELLED
BYIAUTHORITY OF 'l:}"lf? ’73?;2;1'5? W

Joe

€69 —“os.c;

DOWNGRADING COMMITTEE ... %
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WOy ol raduce ¢ enayt rosis

Y00 ol Forec swoved out from Kirchdorf (V7&42) the afternoon of 6 My 45.
point five miles South of Kirchdorf where it
surrender of the German Forces in
with the Germen [leddquarters concerned.

Do e S L colivm renched &

Laoooren veore bheins conducted

The currager terms vere refused and the advance was continued the next
neraing, ond b;r 1200 had reached the towns of Garsten (V9323) and Spital (V9517)

at tiids tine Gencral Socth,
Infantry Division.

ALl omerations

nlvol thile discussions concerning the

Caxender of all Germen Troops in the area
surreniered uncoxditiomrlly to inj. General McBride, Coxmnrditg Gmeml, 80th

tonce encountered

surmen orpny of 317th Infantry.

oS 1o aave nce-South and ®Bst of Kirchiorf
Jdorth and West of the Enns

froa 1 Mey 45 until the end of the war were characterized by
the totrl laclk of resistance put up by the dlsorganlzed German Army, and the
surrendering of lar e bodies of Gerren Troops.

\

V.Z. Doy found tie elements of the Dattalion located as follows

Bil. tHa.
Co. A
Co. B
Co. C
Co. D
](7 COQ
Sv. Co.

(n 12 ey 45 “he Battalion assembled vic Frankenrerkt (V2247) with the Com-

Kirchdorf (wv%zag
Hochrart (WV8O31

Haselbach (WZ9L75)
Zerchdorf (WV6052)
Kirchdorf (WV932%:)
Inzensdorf (ZV7345)
Schjapp  (W5359)

peiies occun, Ty Lo following tovms:
Hqe Co. = Trankenmrikt (V2247)
Sv. Cc. = TFrankenmrkt (V2247)
Co. & - sSchmidham  (V2846)
Co. B -  Vocklamrkt (V2850)
Co. C -  Voeklamarkt (V2850)
Co. D - ialchen {vag,s)

’:‘.13 ~ariod 12 1ty 45 to 28 lhy 45 veg spent in rehebilitation of the equip-
“he Battelion maintained law and order in

et ond

‘seimel of the Saettalion.

the aret occunicd by the unit during this period.

.ere released from attachment to the SOth
Qove Lo are oo U0 217, ad atiechoed Lo Tosk Torce Seythe  The Task Force in

ie.s rede u» of an Infontry Dattalion, i in-

»
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The Battalion noved'to the area of Lake Gmunden 28 MKy 45 with the Companies
occupyin._; the towms indicated below:

Bn. Hq. =~ Gmunden (V5145) .
Hg. Co. = Alt lunster (V5040)

Co. A - Scharnstein . (V6542)

Co. B - Rimbach (V5330)

Co. C - Traunkirchen (V525344 )

Co. D ~ Grumau (VA45365)
Sv. Co. = Gmurden (V5145)

CHARLES D. SAMMDNS,
M jor, 702nd Tenk Bn.,
\ S-Bon .

(Herdot L o e
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Auth: CG, 80th, Inf I

Init:
After Aetien Repert « May 1945 Dates 1 June 19435

Seetien LI Intelligense Operatiens, §-2

8¢ The menth of Nay , marked the end of all enemy resistance .
and the end ef all enemy hestilities. Our assault ef the'
enemy up te the end of the hestilities, eontinued enward
mere &8s & read mareh than an assault, as the enmy eagerly
surrendered in large greups, the eleser we eompressed them
te the advaneing ferees of %he Russiams,

AS the deginning ef the peried the enemy offered slight
teken resistanse at eur Isar River bridgehead, dut euwr
advense earried en se rapidly that the enemy ind 1ittle
ehanse te earry eut demelitien of bridges er key terrain
or teo lay mines, Our treeps swifty advaneed te the Emns
River where eentaet was made with the Russians, Befere
eontaet was made the German Sixth Army umder General
Najer Seeth swurrendered umeenditiemally te eur ferees,
they eccupied ax aresa beunded en the east and seuth by
the valley eof the Emns River, The army eensisted eof the
fellewing divisiens: 9th Nemntain Divisien, lst Panser
Divisien, 3rd Panser Divisien, Sth 88 Divisien, Viking

| B4 Ukrainian Divisien and miseellaneeus Brigades all in
all areund 2003000, After assembling the surrendered
Sixth German Army and meving it te the rear areas, the
main tasks perfermed for the rest of the peried censisted
of setting up read bleeks, precessing FWs and heldéng
in place all displaced persens.

Ne new or unusual wepons were used in the Ballalien secter
during the peried, the enemy after durrendering maintained
discipline in his maroh te the rear and his attitude was
on of cemplete abandonment te his fate,

be Maps used during the peried:
1/500,000 -~ Read map 8 and 9

1/100,000~ w-7, W-8, W-9
1-7. I-B, I—9

Y-8, Y=9
James B, en
gngt- 70204 Tank Battalien
YETYEYL
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l. Tne first seven days of the month found the Battalion s
moppin; up small pockets of enemy resistance as the war came to
a climaxe Iost notable was the operation of a Task Force south
into Austria. During this period the Class III problem consumed )
the major portion of the S-4 time, the Organization being on the
nove almost continuously.

2. (lass I -~

a. HRations consumed for the month of May are shown
‘belows

43% Type "A"
48% Type "10-in-1"
1% Type "Cn"
8% 2ype "K"

b. The menu of the "A" ration became increasingly
poorer, oftentimes there being only two meals to serve. The
factors per hundred men were much lower than previously and such
items as bread, butter, lard, flour and meat were issued in very
poor quantities.,

ce A new wrinkle presented itself. As the result of
the war, it became necessary to feed displaced persons and a train
load of German wounded. This problem was met by the use of two
thirde of an operation ration per day.

d., Water supply was adequate, although the problem of
keeping personnel from drinking local water was just as great.

3. Class II - .
No change
4. Class III

a. Gasoline presented the most trying of supply
problems for the first half of the month at least. All Units
of the Armored Force were rapidly moving to occupy enemy
territory as the war came to an end thus resulting in a huge
drzin on the various supply peints, PFrequently four, five or
six trucks were gone from the area as much as three or four
days, traveling from point to point in the hopes of getting
gas.,

- 18 =

\-


http:clir.'.ax

-y

5. Claes IV
a. Gratulitous PX issues were made only twice during
the month while the non-gratuitous PX items were more abundant
than they had been previously. It is hoped that with the
cesgation of hostilities more and more of the non-gratuitous
igssue of PX items will be available,

6 . Class V
No change
RECOMMENDATIONS ¢

That we get going on V-J Day.

-

- 10 -
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INCLOSURE 3

Faciiile E

Switchboard, BD 72

e cal

Telephone, EE8
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INCLOSURE 6
SAVING OF CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT :

During the middle and latter part of November 1944, this
Battalion accumulated a sizeable quantity of discarded clothw
ing from the battlefield in the wake of the combat troops.

The unservicesble items were turnedin through normal channels
for salvage while the serviceable plecea were laundered with

the intent of ultimately being turmed in as excess, At this
time the members of the Battalion were in dire need of oclean
clothing, however, the tactical situation was such that soiled
laundry could not readily be collected from all members,
Therefore, the existing clean items of clothing were distributed
in exchange for lile items sciled, which in turn were turned

in for laundering., Thls suggested the possibility of eliminate
ing the existent diffioculties of clothing supply.

At that time each man had a duffle bag containing his
extra clothing, Sufficient organic transportation was not
aveailable in either Company or Battalion Trains to carry these
duffle bags' therefore, the extra clothing was carried on the
individuals’ combat vehicles. If the vehiscle encountered
enemy fire some or all of this clothing was destroyed; if it
becane necessary for the orew to abandon the vehicles all of
clothing was lost, or if the vehicle was subsequently re=
captured this clothing was totally or partia¥ly pilfered by
the enemy, c¢ivilisans or friendly troops, If any or all of
this clothing became wet or muddy there was a tendency to
throw these items awa

There was also & tendency to throw away ,items which
became bulky or cumbersome,

In view of the foregoing facts and ciroumstances this
Battalion relieved all men of their extra oclothing and carried
it as bulk in the Company Trains 1ssuing out only in exchange
for like items whioh were solled.  This change was highly
encouraged and carefully watched by the Battalion Supply
Officer, Combat loss replacement requisitions of this Bat=
talion during a six weeks trial period were approximately
twanty~five percent of what they were formerly and amazingly
low in comparison with requisitions from like Battalions or
Unite of comparable size. As a result, this system was
inaugurated in the line companles with the following results:

(&) Combat replacement requisitions have been approxswe
imately twenty-five percent of former totals effecting a
corresponding economy,

_ (b) When tank ocrews find it necessary to abandon their
vehlcle the only individual loases are tollet articles sinc$®
all clothing in their possession is being worn,
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INCLOSURE @ (Continued)

(¢) The lapse of time required to get replacement
of salvage 1s przctically nil insofar as the individual soldier
1s concerned since immediate replacement is avéilable through

the clean clothing supply,

The overall results of this system have proved highly
satlisfactory for all concerned and have effected a great
gavings in replacement costs at the same time keeping the
members of this Command well clothed and cleaner,



