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HEAIXJJARmts 
702ND TAr~ BATTALION :)(" 
APO 4D3 US ARMY a:,_ : 

15 	 October 1944 

SUBJECT: 	 After Action Report - August 1944. 

TO 	 The Adjutant General, War Department, ~!1ash:ingtoo 25, D. C. 
(Thru: Commanding General, SOth Infantry Division, APO SO, 

U. S. Amy). ­

1. In compliance with }:Bragraph 2b, Section In, Liemorandum #64, 
Headquarters 80th Infantry Divisicn, the following OODl!nents, observations 
and recoJllllendations are submitted: 

!. 	ORGANlZATICN AND TRAINING: :E).ch Infantry Divisioo shcu1d 
have one composite Tank Battalion (T/o 17-25) and one TO 

-Battalion (S.P.), as an organic part of the Division. '!he 
composition of the organic tank battalion to be modified 
as follows: 

(1) 	 Present Medical Detachmt'llt to augment Divisicn ~edica1 
Personnel in lieu of the attached Medical Detachment. 

(2) 	 Mortar Platoon to be deleted as Division artillery 
and supporting chemical mortars and organic 60mm and 
Slmm mortars are sufficient. 

(3) 	 Assault guns to be placed. in line com~ies, two (2) 
per Company, in lieu of Headcparters d"empany, except 
for training, when they ldll be grouped. 

(4) 	 Reconnaissance Platoon: Car half-track to be re­
placed. by MS Armored Car, t ton trucks to be equipped 
with :k inch !1:nDor plate in front and sides aloog 
driver and assistant driver, and thirty caliber 
machine gun (&ir-cooled.) on pedestal mount in front 
of assistant driver. 

(5) 	 Headquarters Section, Battalion Headquarters, to be 
equipped with M8 armored car in lieu of car half­
track M-3Al. 

(6) 	 Maintenance Platoon: This platoon to be augmented by 
one (1) 111 wrecker, six (6) tank mechanics, one (1) 
shop truck with selected fourth echelon tools. 
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After Action Report - August 1944 Cont'd. 

(7) 	 Liaison Section: Each tank battalion to be furnished 
a liaison section consisting of three (3) Second 
Lieutenants" three (3) drivers, Private or Private 
First Class" for dispatch to respective combat team•• 
These officers and enlisted men to be trained as 
liaison, communication and reconnaissance personnel. 
This is very neces8&rY in normal. operations. 

:2.. 	 PERSCNNEL: 

(1) 	 Maintenance Platoon: Add six (6) tank mechanics, 
two (2) Technicians Fourth Grade" Three (3) 
Technicians Fifth Grade, ,and one (1) crew chief, 
Sergeant. 

(2) 	 Drivers: Tlo should be increased to furnish 
assistant truck drivers for each truck, 2i ton or 
larger. 

(3) 	 Basics: Basics removed by current, Tlo changes, 
should be retained for use by the Companies as 
replacement crews or drivers. 

(4) 	 Replacements: All replacements furnished a combat 
tank company, to be trained as either driver s" 
tank commanders or gunners. This training to in­
clude actual firing and training in current tank 
weapons. 

~. 	 ~IPUENT: The following changes, additions, and 
deletions of equipnent are recommended from experience 
gained on Carolina, Tennessee, california, Louisiana 
Maneuvers, and in the Conbat Zone. 

(1) 	 For the Liaison Section, three (3) i ton trucks 
nth at present time SCR 508 or 528, in lieu of 
SCR 510, whi ch radio has been found too unreliable 
for normal use over varied terrain. A small AM 
set nth a sure voice range of two (2) miles is 
preferred to the above. This set to net with 
In1'antry of SCR 506. 

(2) 	 All tanks to be equipped with telephones EEBB, 
placed on the rear deck, rear of turret, or rear 
slope plate" for direct communication betWeen the 
Infantry Soldier and Tank Conme.nder. If this is 
not feasible or desirable, the control boxes 
placed in a similar position should be installed 
for above coJIlJlD.1l1ication and necessary microphones 
be provided. 
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All tanks to be equipped with Uluminated glass 

turret covers to obviate the high casualty rate 

among tank commanders. 


(3 ) Each tank canpany should be provided under CUI' ­

rent T/E with three (3) SCR 536 (One (1) per 
platoon leader - tank company), tor direct co&­
munication between tank platoon leaders and. su~ 
porting Infantry commanders, while on the move. 
'rtlis radie to be placed in such a position 
that the tank commander will not have to hold 
it in his hand. This might be done by the use 
of the issue three.t microphCXle with a two 
position switch, one position tor the tank radio, 
and one position for the SCR 536. 

(4) 	 Trucks: All trucks in the Battalion SUpply and 
Transportation platoon of Service Compaqy, and 
Company-Administrativ~ess and Supply S8ctions, 
less kitchen trucks, should be of four (4) t~ 
capacity, in lieu .t two and CXle-halt (2i) ton 
as now issued, me to the necesmty of overload­
ing the present vehicles during nOl1l1a1 operations 
due to supply needs and lQQg hauling distances. 

The addition of one (1) 3/4 ton truck, weapons 
carrier type, for the use of the Battalion SUpply 
Officer, is highly desired and recoJllDlellded, as 
no provisiCll is made f .. adequate space for 
maintenance ot records ani plrts. Also one (1)
i ton truck tor the Transportation Ofticer, tor 
convoy control am allied transportation duties. 

Further, one (1) 3/4 ton weapons carrier is de­
sired. in the Battalion Maintenance Platoon for 
carrying all spare radio equipnent. 

(5) 	 Radios: In addition to the comments above for 
the liailSOn section, it is desired that more 
positive communication be available to the 
Battalion Commander. '!'he installatiClls of the 
SCR 506 or similar AJ( radio in each Compl.lV' 
Commander's tank, Battalion Commander's tank. 
in addition to those already 'installed UDder 
current T/O & E, is considered necesAl')" and de­
sirable for adequate control under all conditiClls 
of terrain. 

(6) 	 .AmmwlitiCXl: III illuminating flare tor the 8lDm 
mortar, and the tank two (2) inch mortar, are 
hi~ desirable for issue and tor use in night 
attack. against/or fran the eDelV. 

.,I , 
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Atter Actidn Report - August 1944 Cont'd. 

(7) 	 Anti-aircraft mount: The anti-aircraft mount en 
all tanks should be the 30 caliber light machine 
gun in lieu ot the 50 caliber macitine gun as pr.. 
vided in current TIE. 

(S) 	 Persc:nal equipunt: In tank casualties of this 
unit and tr.m intormatic:n gathered trom other 
units" eacit tank has rumed men. hit and does ,.t 
pennit personnel to evacuate &lV equipment ether 
than that carried on the person. 'lberetore, it 
would be a great saving to the Government and 
aftord tuture protection to the personnel" tor 
the individual arm of each tank creW' member t. 
be the automatic pistol with shoulder holster, in 
lieu of the Thompson Sub-4lachine gun lL-3 as now 

. authorized. It is highly desirable however" that 
one (1) sub-machine gun 1I-3" be an intregate ~rt 
of the equiJlllerl t of the tank. 

The addition ot one (1) 2, ton truck to each 
combat comJ».IlY tor company supply" will enable 
the individual equipnent of the men to be carried 
therein when combat is eminent" and also atfard 
transportation for supplies and personnel await ­
ing tank replacements (tank). 

~!J5F~RA TAmar nr; 
Lt Col, 70200 Tank Bn" 
Commanding. 

-4­



"'.4-", 

P!&90NNJ!L ROftD OF BA'l'TALIOlf S=4 SEC'fICIf 

SIIIiE!' carEll, captain, 01013945, - BattaliGft SUppl,y ottlcer 

DAIl!: G. ROBERTS, Captain, 01011766 - bait Battalion SUppq otticer 
• 

J. PDGAR 3fAHIR, lat Lt, 01010688 - 'fraMportation Officer 

JOHI B. O'BRIg, WWG, JI-2lZl9C11 - A••'t Battalh>n &lPP17 ottioer 

Peter J. Tar..1oh, r/Sgt, 31009283 - Battalion SUpply Sergeant 

J..eph Risz.., S/S«t, 33436008 - Au't Battalion SUppl,y s.-geant 

Ker1 R. Depp, Sgt, 370l.6689 - Battalion SUp~ ClArk 



R 
~. Conceatration (h 'lbe Continmt: (6 Augu.t 1944) 

'Ib-e Battalion. 1••• li8ht tank c~. arriTed at "Utah Beach" in 
Pranc.. 6 Aupat 1944. GIl IAr¥'1 DC Sb1~ 'rank and Landing Craft Tank. 
D:l8-.barkation c~cec:l at 1400 aDd progre.aed under auperrl.1ao of Kava! 
atticer. wlth the cooperation ot the Battalion Olficer. pre.ent. Traftic 
aontNl &Del guid.. t. the aUocatec:l cODcentntion area .... p..to_ed by t 18 
atatic beach traftic control 1I1lit&r7' Police. 

'lb. Battalion. 1... li8tlt tank coJlP8D7. one lD5- Howit... Tank. on. 
'rank Beeo....,. Vehicle, and on. )liAe Beater a••-.bled in Tran.ient Area "Bw. 

(1) SUpply: D1riDg this period Cla•• I and In SUpplies were repleD­
1ahed.. and UDit Train stocke wer. broogbt back to pre.cribed 10M. trca 
nailabl. auppli.. in trauieat ar_. '!hera .... no. e~ture. on Clu. 
'f Suppli••• 

(2) Por a list ot _jor it_ .hortq•• exi.ting upOIl arriw.l in Pranc•• 
... encloeare DUllber 1 to thi8 r.port, 

(3) line each bplocler, Kin. !I1O b.ing tran.ported by this Organization 
tr~ the United Kingdom to the Continent tor the 'ftrl.rd United state. Arq 
w.re turned ....r \0 the static IIilit&l7' P.lice, 

!t )l0Te to Bracy: (7 and 8 AUIU.t 1944) 

'!he Battalion. inclu<lin8 the light tank company, which had joined the 
Battalion, lat. 6 August 1944, _wei in two march .erial.e t. rlcinit,. ot Bracy. 
serial No.1 consisting ot wheeled vehicle. and halt-track Yeh1cle.; -.erial No, 
2 conai.t1ng ot all track-la;ying Yehicle.. It W&8 UDIloce.Nl'1' to retuel crout•• 
Cont_plated u.e ot Battalion to oounterattack a German atteapt to recapture 
A'9l'anche. dicl n.t _terializ.. Cla•• I and nI supplies wera repleni.hed trCllll 
am;, Depot. during this period, 

'!. )loY...t to Soul.se I.e Bruan: (8 August 19M:> 

When the att_pt JD&Cle by the German. to recapture Anoancbes did not 
_terialize the Battalion, ~. enrout., receiwel orders to join the BOth 
Intantry Division located at Soulge !At Bru.an tor reintorc.ent. Replen!sb­
MDt of Cla.. I and Cla.s III supplies was eftected during halt.. Upon 
clo.ing in at the bivouac areas, 5-4 contacted appropriate staft officers 
concerning sup:ply procedure and aubadtted first ot daily telegrams. Requisit,­
ion. cOftring Shortagee as listed in Annex No.1 w.roe presented in addition 
\0 requisitions sulaitted. to cover subsequed# shortage., and. needs. During 
this period troops were collSUJlling C, D, K & U rations. . 

Until this time there was no QUarteraster Bathing Unit available, hOllever 
a -.aJ.l lak. in the bivouac area afforded the personnel of this C<XIUIIalld 
adequate ...shing and recreation facilities in the tom ot swimIIing. Adequate 
cuarda were furnished by the 3l9th Intant1'7 Regiment around the lab. 



d, Movement to Chassille: (9 August 1944) 

- After the movement of the Battalion to the north of' (bas.ille, Campanies 
A and B were attached to the 3l7th and 3lBth Intantl'7 Regiments respectively' 
to form combat teama. In order to f'acilitate supply of these companies, two 
f'uel and lubricant and one 8IIlIIIlDition trucks were attached to each of the 
Canpanies. Replenishment of' Class In and Class V Supplies during ensuing 
m:l.nor battles was accomplished by rotating the trucks already attached to 
Companies were trucks from Battalion ~ains. This aff'orded an ideal op­
portunity to inventory and replenish the supplies on these vehicles in tile 

• 	 rear echelon. Class I and Class II supplies were obtained by clally tripe 
to Battalion Rear Echelon by respectiv. Supply Sergeants, utilizing the 
company kitchen truck. 

A gratuitous issue of PX items consisting of' tooth powder, paste, soap, 
cigarette, matches, razor blades, etc. was made at this time. The rapid 
movement forward made it impractical to set up a permanent PI. In!onation 
received tran Higher Headquarters informed us that gratuitous issue ot PI 
items would be issued weekly until establlahm.el:lt of unit PI. 

A small supply of ordnance spare parts and accessories were rec.v.d at 
this time but none ot the major itema. 

e. Operations at S111e La Guillaume and !¥ron (15 , 16 August 1944) 

Attachment of' supply trains to A and B Campanies proved very atistactor.r. 
'!he carrying of' Duffle Bags on the back deck of' the tanks proved impractical 
and immediate steps were taken to have them stored. Battalion 8-4 ottioers 
contacted the CivU Af'fai1'8 Section concerning storage f'acUiti.. , and with­
out delay facilities were made available at La )(ans. 'ft1e personnel of' the 
Battalion were given the opportunity to retain such it.. 1lIlportant to the 
eneu1ng operations. Impregnated clothing was ordered to lWI&in in Duff'le 
Bags by the Battalion Commander tor storage. Gas Kasks, however, were 
retained by all perSonnel. The absence of' the DUfne Bags allowed greater 
freedom tor operations in the vehicle•• 

Atter this operation, it was decided that the COJllP&DT CCIIIIDIonder ot 
Service CaIlJlIUl1' &lXl the 'li-anaporation otficer were duplicating any tasks 
in conjunction with the movement of' .supplie. in the Transportat~on Platoon. 
In this connection it was decided to put the CompaD7 Cc:mander ot Senice 
compalV in charge of' Class V supplies and the Tramportation otticer in 
charge of' Class nI supplies. Both Off'icers were to turn over to the s-4 
section the status of' the above mentioned supplies. This later proTed 
entirely satistactory, however, many requests tor .applie. and equ.iJact 
continued to caae dam trom otf'1cers and Enlisted lien ot the CCIIlpanie. 
other than through the appropriate 8Ilpply sergeants, which reeulted in 
duplicate requests being tilled. 
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~, Movement to Argentan: (17 and 18 August 1944) 

'l'he march to the v.lc1nit1' seth of Argctan was a tactical mve and 

all vehicles nre restocked 14th Class I, nI and V supplies. A sufficient 

nullber of Class In trucks were attached to each areb unit for refueling 

eoroute. Ccwp&ni .. coneuaed ClaN I supplies on hand. No supply prob18lls 

IICcurred. 


8. Operations at Argentan: (19 to 26 August 1944) 

'lbe tactical situation did not allow for setting up of CaIlP&n1' 

ldtchens; 't!heretore, aostly 10 in 1 rations were issued with some C and K. 

ratians. Line o-.panies requested I rations for cOl1l1l.uaption during operat­

ions. A B ration ,..s issued at the conclusion of the operation. A ~er­

aster IauKlrJ', tuJd.gation and bath unit was aade avaUable to the Battalion 

OIl the 24th of Auguat for the first t1ae on the continent. Up to thia tiae 

..bers of this C..ud to_ tun advantage of exlating streaJU for bathing 

8Ild -miDg et clothing. &1Pply rout. for Clas. TIl and Clas. V suppUes 

.s excessiftly long, howe'ftl", there nre no critical shortages during 

this period. EYacuation of casualties was handled through the ••lleetian 

8t.ationa of the apprepriat. cOilbat te&ll8. Due to the open terrain it was 

Dec.sAl7 to .atabli8b forward loading aab1l.ance points in front of the 

-a>preprlate collecting stations. During this eperation duplicate requ_ts 

continued to come in for _pplies maldllg it iapossible to determin. the 

d.etinite needs for the coapani.s. 


h, Ilov.lmt to Chalon: (26 to 29 August 19M) 

'!'hi. move covered approximately 300 JDiles which involTed a sizeable 
Class III prahl. which ... _t verJ' satisfactorily due to the f QUowing 
arrang.ants at a _sting between the S-2, s-4 and. Chief of statf. It was 
decided to _ve the Battalion separate from the Division alll attached 
Units. Since road priorit1' could not be obtained to move the Battalion 
p-ior to the Division, the Battalion moved out at the tail end of the 
DiVision and. attached Units. It the suggestion of the Chief' of statt, the 
Battalion s-4 lett approximatei1' six hoors before the Battalion ter Anq 
Headqua1'ters approx1mate~ 180 Jdles fcrward. Here he contacted A.rrIJ.7 
t.;parterll&ster Class III Of'ficer and endeavored to get locations of appropriate 
Dip.'s alaog the three hundred mile route. Only one D.P. was available, 

.	mWeTer, a second point was gi.Ten whereb1' gasoline c.,uld be picked up at a 
captured A1r-st.rip, eouthwest of Orleans, where it was being flown in by U.S. 
transport.. The s-4 otficer immediatel1' back-tracked the route am picked 
up _pty gas trucks from tail end of Battalion colUllll and led th_ t. the 
D.P. 'ltlus it was possible for the Unit to refuel w1that. loss of tiM. 

Alter _ch refueling period. the .pt1' gas trllcks were pll.l.ed out fitteen 

Ddnut.. prior t. the sattalion _Ying out, and were taken to the gas dUilp 

leeated ferward in the direction of the IIIDvemlllt. By' the time the.e trucks 

are rotueled and retumed to the reute of march, the Battalion celuan .... 

well ahead and the full gas trllcks were able te pull up at the tail of the 

coluJD wi.thout &111' confusion. 


- 5, ­
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h. Movement to <llalon: 

.> , ' 

".' : i~ {) 

Class I supplies were distributed to all companies at halts from 
reserve stocks on unit train. water was alao distributed at the halts and 
replenished at the nearby D.P. 's. No Class V supplies were necesSArT. 
'lbe Battalion closed in at its assembly area after a arch of S4 hours 
duration. Class I and Clus nI supplies were replenished tl'CII aPpropriate 
Corp D.P. -•• 

1.. Operations at Chalons: (29 to 31 AUguat 19M) 

Class UI supply point was ninety miles back and su.ppl1es were gl"01d.1lI 
increasingly critical in all units ao:i the SUpply Point. The mortage •• 
alleviated by the capture of ens;y D.P. at Coolu., approximatel1' 80,000 
gallons of gasoline being stored in tank cars. El&ht truok. _1'8 sent to 
the railroad siding, but u·pon arrival it _s d18coftred that the captured 
gasoline _s of too low an octane rating for operation ot the tanka; ther... 
fore, only 1.8,000 gallGt'ls was picked up for operationa ot general. purpose 
wIlicl... This proved detrimental to the efficient operati on or the vehicl.., 
th1.s was corrected by mixing the captured gasoline wl..th American 80 octane 
gasoline. On the 30th of August, the Battalion lIIDVed to st. Etienne nOl'th 
of Chaloos, where the Battalion wall released from the Division in order to 
perform long overdue maintenance. The 50lat Heavy llaintenance Caapan;y Tank 
was attached for a.dditional support in order to accomplish this .,rk in the 
least amount of time. 'lbe delay in arrival of replacement. part. and the 
increasingly shcrtag~ of Class nI supplies delayed the Battalion untU the 
5th of september. .\t this point Class III supplies were controll,ed by 
allocation made by Corps. A special. allocation of 14,000 gallons permitted 
the Battalion to move to the vicinity south of FUrey the 6th of September. 

At the time much captured material, particularly vehicles, was retained 
by units of this Organization. Captured Class I supplies, which included 
cheese and butter were issued to the troops to supplement the ration• 

• 
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IffiAD~JARTERS 
702NJ. TANK PfI.'1'TALICN 
iIS'O hCJ3 US .'~:y 

A) October 19440 

SUBJECT: Transmittal of After Action Report - Septenber 1';44. 

TO The Adjutant General, T"Tar Department, 'lfashington 25, D. c. 
(Thru: Commanding General, 80th Infwry Division, APO 80, 

U. S. Army). 

.,
1. Transmitted herewith is After Action Report - September 1944 

in accordance with AR 345-105 as amended by Change 3. 

2. S-2 file, message books and overlays are sul::mitted herewith 
as supporting papers. 

For the Commaming Officer: 

~k?&ckJ. 
CWO USA, 

16 Incls 'Personnel Adjutant • 
. 1 5-2 File 


1 Overlay File 

5 Copies of After Action Report 

9 Message BOOks 
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702m> TANK Bl~'I'l'AUON 
APO 403 US AaiY 

19 October 1944. 

SUBJF.I:T: After Action Report. - September 1~4. 

TO 	 '!he Adjutant GS'leral, War Department, Washington 25, D. C. 
(Thru: Commanding General, 80th Infantry Division, APO 80, 

• U. S. Anny). 

1. The comments, observations and recommendaticns submitted :in 
After Action Report for August 1944, appended hereto and marked Append.:1x 
#1, are resubmitted, and the following recoJllllematiol'll submitted: 

!. 	ORGANIZATION: Upon consideration of the tactical use of 
the Tank :ea.ttalion attached to the Infantry DLruion, it 
is recommended that the light tank compall1' be deleted. and 
one (l) self'-propelled tank destroyer compa.D7 be substituted 
therefor. '!he conversion of the personnel fran the light 
tank oompany to the self-propelled company, 1'IOuld be Ter7 
easy, inasmuch as all men were original13 tram ed an the 
medium tank, and the only training necessar,y 1'IOuld be that 
required to familiarize the gunner and loader with the 
characteristics of the 76mm' or 9Qzm gun, types of u.m­
ition, and capabilities and limitations or the w_pon. 

~~:arnI. 
Lt Col, 7Qlnd Tmk BIl, 

1 APpendix CClllllBDding • 
1 After Action Letter for August 1944. 
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IJEAI)QJARTl!RS 

702ND TANK BATTALION 


APO 1.03, C/O POO~STm Nml. YORK, NEW YClUC 

RESTP'CTED 
 16 NOV9llber 1<.iV.4. 

SUBJEC1': 	 After Actien Report - OcWber 1944. 

TO, : 	 'lbe Adjutant General., War Department, Washingtan 25, D. C. 

('lhru: CGIIIIIIand:1ng Gcleral, 80th Iotantr;y Division, APO SO, 


u. S. A1my'). 

1. In coaplilDce ldtb paragraph 2b, Section m, )lemorandlm #64, 

Headc:parters 80th Intant17 Division,. APO 80, U. S. AlfIJ.'1', the follCMing 

celllia8'lts, .baer'fttiona an::l r~dations are aubDitted: ' 


-a. CEGANIZATION AND mAINING: H. coJllllClts oYer and abeve 
those .ttered in the months et August and september 1944. 

b. 	 PERSONNEL:-
(1) 	 All tigures ter persennel sheuld be taken tl'Gl the 

eftective ti~ting strength or the unit, land not 
tr.m the assigned. strength as ~aa1s tor requ1a1ti.n. 

(2) 	 An initial overage ot t. (2) tank cr..s oemplet. 
per tank compan;y aheu.ld be pendtted and Jilaintained 
cUe to the tact tIlat :in ~ instances upon hitting 

. Blinea, 	til. vehicle is re&d7 tor act.ion again after 
tour (4) to six (6) hou.rs, 1Ib~_a the per_mel. 
..t be evacuated, resulting in a shortage et cren 
ttr the mDIIber ot vebicles crt hand. tor operation. 

£. 	 PXJ1ll'JIJIl'l': 'lbe t!llw.l.ng changea, additions, and. deletions 
et eqUJBct are reCleJllMllded. tl"Qll experience pined. e 
car.l1na, Tenn.s..., C&l:1t.rDia, r..a:1a1&na Jl&I1eu.vera, and. 
iD the a_at Zen.: . 

(1) 	 'lbe 1nstall.ation et the sea 300 fir Intantr,-Tank ' 
~t1on ahclUl.d be uped1tecl in Tin et the tact 
that the SQa 536 baa prftel11Dadequate and. ~..... 
ter ua. within the tank. 

1her.1a a ft1'1ecl opiD1eD en the m1tab1l1t7" 4.a11-­
ab111t7 of the ..e et the .50 caliber _ch1ne-pD U 
a ceu1.1 &JIll ailt1~aft p. It 1a telt that ter 
"ranainc-in. parpo.. t.r t1r1.nc, the .50 calib.. 1NU14 
be bette the tbe.30 caliber, hOW."", with a oeD­
a1d....t1an of. aUd.. expecl1ture and a-.ilabJ.. 
~ '8P&Qe fer a.un1t1e, the .30, caliber &W1 r.u.na ~ 

• the .... u;o1ftble et~: :-·kl::~ IKU:TED 25 .#-. 
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After Action Report - October 1944 Cant'd. RESTRICTED 
(3) 	 Due to the crit1cal tire shortage, it is htghq rec_en­


ded that combat tire ter the i tell am 2i ten truck be 

issued. in lieu et the standard tire DOW ismed.


• 
(4) 	 All tanks issued as replacements should be caapl.ete with 


the tollowing it..: 


(a) 	 All ~ aDd spare parts.
(b) 	 Proper radio and nece.sar,y equ1pnent, to include 

microphc:nes, head-sets, cerds, spare antennas, etc. 
(c) 	 All sights and per...cope heads. 
(d) 	 First echelan tools. 
(e) 	 SUfficient cleaning and p'Nerrlng materials tor the 

normal operatiClll, t. include ot a certa1nt1' cleaning­
rods and brushes t~ all ..pons organic to the 
vehicle. 

~is 	equipmmt should be ahippeclin some JIWlDer auch as a 
bill 	of lacting, to acc4lllp&lV' the tank, to insure that the 
mininnlll essential tighting equipnent arriT" with the taDk 
upon del.iver,r t. the using unit. 

(S) 	 'lhe connector type greo.Ser8 ld1auld be installed ~each 
tul.l. track fthicle at the tactor,r, as the.e gr..ere Ndu.ce 
the ground pressure in ditti<nl.t terrain, tac:1l1tate ete~ 
ina, md genera1.~ enables the nhic1.e te nesetiate t.-ra1r1 
1Ihich _s heretot~e 1apaeeable. 

(6) 	 In order to eategaarc1 GoTermaent pr.pert1', te be~t.. the 
m..ale at the m., and tacilitato the tranepertatlon or 
the individual _ld1er'. equ1pi8llt, ,the Tablo" Organ­
izatiQ1 should include tw (2J truck. per l1ne CtIIIp&IQ', 
in the AdminietratiTO, )Ie •• aDd Suppq Sect.1..on, (Ono (1) 
tor the )less and ane (1) tor the transportation ot tho 
personal belcmging.), it baY1Dg bem det..m1nod that-it 
these articles were carried en the tank, th..,. are ..Oil 
lest with a need tfir subsequent replac..nt. 

~~~ TAIS>! m, . 
Lt Cel, 702D4 1'&nk BD., 
c__ead1ng. 

i11~S"' HIGTED 
26 

I. 

http:replac..nt


of twelve (1~ tank destroyer GUfls, self-propelled. 

'". 
~. EQUmHNT: 

(1) The 75* 
ve10ci 
close """''liS 
90rnm 

(2) otlp&ny should have, for liaison purpose~, an 
in the 1/4 t"on truck. 

¥ at.·.·; , .' 
...d • 	 - '.-..., , 

'.... . ~- -..... 	 ..­.......I 

7('~~!D r~.·:::I\ B\~~~·...1!CI!\!
I' 

.:C 40), r;/c I0S7..':\.~".:T?. 1,;3' ~":T"'.!':, 

.' 

11 J~c~~ber 1944. 

3U:S.;~'i': 	 After l ..ction Report - Eovember 1944. 

TO 	 'Ihe Adjuto.nt ~neral, ';ar Depi?rlmen::', -.c3.shi'"'.bton 25, D. C.' 
(Thru: COr!'manding General, 80th lni'-.ntry Divisio:-1, ;U'O 80, 

u. s. ~\rrcy). 

1. In comp1jr·nce nith 'pJ.:.~~gr3.fh 2b, 3ection III, hl~J:lor2l1dum ;'~64, Fe~d­
.,uC'rters 80th Infantry Division, Arv SO, U. S. Army, the following comments, 
observations ond recommenrj.:oticns are submi-tted: 

!;. ORGAI!EATIGP: 

(1) 	 :,s was I!1.entioned in the same report for the month of 
September, 1944, it is considered thO:ct the Infantry 
Division r.lUfjt r.ave an organic tank battal:i.on attached. 
However, combat experience since that tij'le ha.s indicated 
certain changes over and above those expressed in the 
reports of september, 1944 and ~t.ober 1944. 

(2) 	 '!be present Battalion Headquarters organ1zation lacks: "\\ 

' ­
(a) 	 A clerk-typist for the S-2 and .s-3 Sectiorls, and two \

(2) radio operators, MOO 236, (Te1egr!irhic o!,(>rators, 
Tec h or Tec 5). 

(b) 	 The 8-4 should be ~ssiened to Servic e Company :in lieu ~ 
of Head~uarters as is now the current ~/O. . 

(3) 	 The car hilf-track now authorized should be substituted 
for by ~1 arn-ored car with seR 506 and 508. 

(4) 	 'll1e assault gun platoon shouid be deleted from Hea.dC!~arters 
Company, a section of two (2) guns, added to the T/O of the 
medium tank company. 

(5) 	 '!he liGht tank company would b~.gettcr sub:.tituted for by 
either an addit~ mediumtaAk ~prny, or one (1) com~ 

~ 

~."icient muzzle ~ 
e s, even at ~ 
:ta~o by the 76mm er r-

a;., \ 

S#,.,," 
1.6 \ 

-1­

http:battal:i.on
http:pJ.:.~~gr3.fh
http:Adjuto.nt
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After I\.ction Report - November 1944 Cont Id. RESTRICTED 
(3) 	 Same suitable radio, preterab~ All, should be installed. 

in eadh tank COJJl.p~ ani tank l?latoon n41. tank, tor 
positive canmunication with the Intantry. This set to be 
of necessity small, compact, and with a aure range .t 
one (1) mile. (1his organization has not receiftd. the 
AN/me 3 series and has no knoldedge ot the oaJ».bilities 
of this set at this time). The sea 536 has been tried. 
and found unsatistacto17. 

(4) 	 All perF.onnel of ·the tank unit should be authorized a 

combat stlit in lieu of only tank personnel. 


(5) 	 '!he automatic pistol should be the irxlividual arm ot all 
tank crews. 

(6) 	 .An additional ten (10) ton wrecker with crew is neces8&l7 
for proper performance ot maintenance under coubat con­
ditions. 

(7) 	 'rt!ree (3) dozer blades (one (1) per Camp~) are high4" 
desirable and perpetually needed tor use either by the 
tanks against fortiti~tions, ditches, etc., or to assist 
combat engineers in preparations of crossings. ('lbe one 
(1) available to this organization has been ex:Iireme4" 
useful in all operations to date.). , 

c. lrrSCELLANEOOS:-
(1) 	 A revised list ot the necessary fighting equipment for 

each, combat vehicle as determined by the crews ot the 
vehicle, should be drawn up and after compilation, appro­
priate TIES and T/Os should be changed in conformance 
with the it~ considered necessary or extrane4" desirable, 
it having been found that there is an excessive quantity 
of miscellaneous articles carried. in the tanks and other 
combat vehicles, which are. soon misplaced, lest, or other­
wise disposed of because they are superfluous. (Example: 
flag sets). 

(2) 	 Replac'ement vehicles must be i.ssued with sufficient machine 
gun spare parts, and first echelon tools, radios and guns 
to insure the fighting capabilities of the vehicle. • 

(3) A combat tire or puncture-proot tube should be devised. fer 
the 1/4 ton truck, 3/4 ton truck, and, 2i ton truck. 

Ttre repair kits to include hot p&"t;ches, shoold be part 
of the on-vehicle equipnent for ,sach wheeled vehicle. 

(5) 	 It is considered feasible to, construct in the exterior 
of the canned rations, some type of heat element which 

-2­ " ? 
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After Action Report - November 1944 Cant I d. 

when either lighted or exposed to air, 'WQuld 'Warm up the 
con4:.ents of the ration contained above. '!his would in­
sure that the soldier under any conditions wwld receive 
warm. food, and be a considerable factor in cutting dawn 
the number of cases of dysentery due to m.~or intestinal 
disturbances caused by eating cold food 'While his system 
is already in a chilled condition. 

- ./) 

I ~%f~ 
Lt Col, 702nd Tank Bn, 
COmmanding• 

• 
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TO '!h. Adjutont Gonora1, war !)opart;..n~, 1'I&shmgton 25, 1). c. 
(Th ' C"""",,<Ung Gonora.l, 80th Infwtr1llirlsion, APO SO, 

rll 
U. 	 S., =). . 

tor0
1. In co",pllauc. "ith l:..,.ora.ndUJL 1164, 1- ll.adquar , dl>t04 . 

24 P.u@st 1944, Subject: onsHistori•• of Organiz&t~ons and lWport.s 	,\ft.r 
.\cti ;,gaJ.n yp_' thor. ar. no further 00_...0 

, ol>s·t"f&ti orstonr.co,...end3tions othor thon those antiw.d ;n ,\ft.r Action 1\Op0r\'.s of 

AUbust, Sept._ber, October and \loy..bOX' 1944· 

• 

I CLASSIFICATION i 
CANCELIE 


BY~OPJJ,'Y OF n- . 0~ ") 1.21U>!UT.u.,. C~~ 
D")W"'''''' • n-.- (~ ,F4 ........AI. 
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Atrr" - . ~Oth Int ])iv 
r"\,:'. _~...c;4f_._~~~_ 
L.. _E:: 1 January 194C:; 

HEADQUARTERS 702D TANK BATTALION 0(':::>1) 
APe 403. US ARMY ;­

,cr(}~J1 J anuarv 194C:; 

AFTER ACTION REPORT - DECEMBER 1944 

Sectien I - Summary or Dailv Oporations and Actions (S-3) 

1 Deoember to ~ December lQ44 

Location of Battalion Cemmand Poat - St. AvoId. Tho beginning 
er the month round the threo m.dium tank companies attached t. the 
respective combat teams. as follows: Company "AM t. 3l7th Combat 
Team, Company "B" to 3l8th Combat Team, and Company "e" to 319th 
Combat Team. 

Company "D" had one p1at.on attached t. C.mpany "A" and "B"' 

each, while the third platoen was attached to the 80th Division Ro­

conaissance Troop ensa~ed in protecting the Division right flank 

(vicinity Henryville). The Division had just completod nearly a 

month or continuous eperation; and this period (1st t. 3rd or D.c­

ember) was spent by all companies in conduotin~ maintenanoo .n tanks, 

radi.s. and weapons'. 


~ Degember to 6 December 1944 

Companies "A" and "B" each reinr.rced by on. platoon of lip;ht 

tanks were attached te the 3l8th Infantry for the purp••• of oap­

turing Pfarreberswill.r and the high ground to the n.rthoast. 


The Combat Team planned to attack with two battalions abr.ast 

(1st Battalion on the right. 2nd Battali.n on tho l.ft. with on. 

tank company subattachod to each or the assault battalions). 


Company "An attached to the 2nd Battalien was t. watt until the 
Infantry had .stablish.d a bridg.head .v.r a small stream running N 
and S throup;h Pfarreborswill.r a~d th.n t. advanoo in the battalion 
zone with the Infantry. 

C.mpany "B" attach.d to the 1st Battalion was t. as~ist it in 
the capture .r Pfarreberswiller. and cross the str.am aft.r the 
bridg.h.ad had b.en establish.d. Up.n cr.ssin~ the str.am the 00.­
pany was t. assist the advanoe .f the Battali.n t. the obj.otiv•• 

Th. attack started 0730. 4 Deo.mb.r 1944. and pr.gr••••d .. 
planned. pfarreberswiller and Th.dingen w.r. liberat.d; 135 pri••n­
era captur.d. N. tanka w.r. lost in this .p.rati.n, but Oaptain Mao­
Dermott, C.mmandin~ C.mpany "A", was ••ri.usly w.und.d while en reoen­
naissano. n.ar Theding.n. Fir.t Lieutenant Giff.rd assumed oemmand 
of the c.mpany. 

26 Deoember to 17 December 1944 

http:bridg.h.ad


Cemmand Pest 1eoated at Va1ment. The 80th Divisien was pinohed 
eut et the line en 16 Deoember 1944 by the advanoe of the 6th Armered 
Div1sien and reverted t. Cerps Reserve. Sineene aetien was imminent 
the tank oempanies were released fr.m attachment to the Cembat Teams 
and assembled as·tellews: Cempanies "A" and nD" at Lachambre, Cem­
panies ·B"· and ·Cn at Altwi11er. The tetal peried frem the 6th te 
the 17th was deveted te much needed maintenance en all vehicles ex­
oept fer appreximately eight heurs spent by each company in Tank ­
Infantry training with the Cembat Teama. 

17 December te 21 December 1944 

In oempliance with erders te meve te· the vicinity et Binning, 
the Battalien oressed the· 80th ~vi.ien Initial Peint near St. Aveld 
at 1'40, 17 December 1944, and after an uneventful read march clesed 
inte Binnin~ at dusk. 

December 19th the 702d Tank Battalien was suddenly .roered te 
meve with the 80th ~visien te the vicinity ef Basoharage, Lusembeurg. 
The Battalien marched in six serials; the lead serial cresaing the 
Initial Peint (S..arre-Unien)· at 1':505. 

Except fer a 4~ minute refueling halt in the vicinity ef St. 
AvoId, the unit made a continueus read march te Esoh, Luxemb.ur~, 
arriving there 2358, 19 December 1944 •. 

The C.mmand.in~ Offioer reoorted at once te the Division Cem.und 
Post where he received orders to attach one medium tank company t. 
each et the Cembat Teams that were to occupy defensive positions
north of Luxembourg City. Acc.rdin~ly the companies were refueled 
at enoeA and moved out at first light the morning of the 20th; Cem­
iap,y"A g.in~ tG Gon6.ran~e (attached te 3l7th Infantry), ~ipanv
B to Blachetto (attached t. 3l8th Infantry), and Company a te 

Bereldange (attached to 3l8th Infantry). The Battalion Oemmand Post 
meved from Esch te D.mmeldange after the companies had cleared. 

21 December te 31 December 1944 

Cemmand Post meved from Demmeldan~e to Reckange-les-Mersch en 
23 December 1944. 

Pursuant t. Field Messa~e 123, Headquarters III Corps, the 80th 
DiviSion concentrated NW of Luxembourg December 21st in preparation
for an advance to the north before daylihht 22 December 1944. 

For this .peration the three medium tank companies (lIA.", "B", 
and "Cn , were attached to 3l7th, 3l8th, and 3l9th Oombat Teams re­
speo~ilelY'. o.mpany nD" had ene plateen attached t~ each "~tI, "Btl, 
a~d 0 Cempanles. The assault ~un platoon was attached to Companv
"C" .due to the shortage of.tanks in that companv. 

OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "A", 702d Tank Battalien, attachen to 317th 
Infantrv fer period 22 December to 31 December 1914 

Initially in this operation the 3l7th Infantry was in Division 
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Reserve; therefore. Company "A" was inactive except. for movements 
tcvlara the front. as the assaul t~np; COT'1be.t Teal1s advanced. 

The Combat Team was committed from Nelderfeulen the night of 2t; 
December to take ·welscheld. The 2nn Battalion with Company "A" at­
tached started the advance from Neiderfeulen after dark; plans had 
been made for members of the Infantry to guide th~ tanks. However, 
due to extrema darkness the assault platoon became separated from 
its guides ann ran off a cliff thua losin~ four tanka. 

On tho 25th. the 3l7th launched an attack to take Kehmen and 
Bourscheid frem the southwest. The attack was made by tho 2nd and 
'3rd Battalions of the ,17th Infantrv. with Company "A" suppertinll: 
their advance. This ferce 1'!a.S unable to take Kehmen on the 25th, 
and the attack was continued tha next day ap;ainst hee.vy enemy re­
Sistance, consistin~ of fire from automatic and direct fire weapons. 
The attack wa.s stepped short ~f Kehmen and our ferces took up de~en­
s1ve pOSitions on the high ground south and southwest of the town. 

Company "A" occup1ed defensive pOSitions in this secter until 
27 December at w~ich time it withdrew to Neiderfeulen. 

OPERATIONS OF COMPANY "Btl. 702d Tank Battalion. attached to 318th 
Infantry fer peri.d 22 December to 31 December 1944 

The 318th Cembat Team was erdered to advance in the right of 
the Dlvlaien Zone, startina 0600. 22 December 1944. The plan of at­
tack was to advance north up the road, Mersch. Colmar, Berg thrcu~h 
Ettelbruck. The Combat Team planned to advance in a celumn of bat­
talions with Company "B", plus one company of infantry riding on the 
tanks as advance ~ard. 

Fer the purpose of pretectin~ the brid~e across the Wark River 
at C.lmar ene platoon of li~ht tanka plus a company of infantry were 
meved te Oclmar the ni~ht of December 21st with orders to hold the 
bridges unt1l the Combat Team had passed. 

The Cembat Team moved out from Mersch 0600, 22 Decemb$r 1944, 
and advanced without eppesitlon until it reached the ViCinity ef 
Ettelbruck. Ettelbruck proved to be very well defended with autema­
tic weapens and anti-tank ~uns. Th$ nature of the terrain was such 
that the tanks were severely channelized in their approach to the 
tewn a~d due te this c.ndit~on th$ tanks were unable t. force an en­
trance into the town. The lead tank succeeded in reachin~ the edge 
.r Ettelbruck, but was destreyed by anti-tank gun fire. 

The attack en Ettelbruck was continued the 23rd with ene Bat­
talien ef Infantry attempting te enter the tewn from the W$st. One 
plate.n er tanks did succeed in entering the tewn, but it was erdered 
te withdraw when it became apparent that it would be impeaslble te 
reinf.rce them. CQmpa~v "B" then withdrew and set up defensive pes­
itien' with the Infantry. northwest, west, and south ef Ettelbruck. 

The cempany eccupied these positions until the end of the mont~ 
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wltheut change except one plateen which meved to the high greund 
south of Kehmen en 27 December relievin~ Cempany "A" frem that pesi­
tion. 

The plan ef the ~19th' Cembat Team was te advance in their zene 
with the 1st and 2nd Battaliens assaultin~. The 2nd Battalien in 
Regimental Reserve was te rellew the 3rd Battalien. The 2nd plateen 
er Cempany tIC" was attached te the 3rd Battalien, and the cempanv 
lessene plateon te the 1st Battalien. 

The advance en 29 December meved rerward against mederate re­
sistance and the tewns er Merz1~, Oberreulen, Feulen, were cleared 
of the enem.v. 

Dur1n~ tho ni~ht or 22 December 1944, the 2nd Battalien ef the 
~19th Infant-ry with the 3rd plateen er Cempany tIC" attached, advanoed 
from Oberfeulon te Heiderschied, meetin~ ne resistance until they en­
tered the town. The resistance threat in tewn was apeedilv everceme 
and the tewn occupted by eur treops. 

At 1100. 2~ December 1944, the 2nd plateen which had been help­
1np; the ~rd clean eut Merzi~ (Germans had infiltrated dur1n~ ·the 

night) was ordared t. Heiderechied·to assist the 2nd Battalien er the 

~19th Infantry in repel1in~ a ceunterattack en He1derschied censistin~ 

ef infantry and armered vehicles. The counterattack waa sucoessfullV 

repelled w~th heavy lesses te the enemv. 


The 2nd plat.en reverted back to the ~rd Batta1ien,as that unit 

came through Heiderschied, and assisted that Battalien in its advance 

to the nerth. 


In the moantime the 1st platoon attached to tho 1st Battalion or 
the 3l9th had advanced a~ainst moderate resistance to Kohmen. The 
unit was counterattacked by 25 German tanks the morning er 24 December. 
All feur tanks present in the platoen were destreyed er disabled in 
the ensuing actien and the Infantry forced te withdraw slight1v. 

The cempany sDent the remainder of the menth in clearin~ the 
towns of Rin~el and Tatler, in con.1unction Wi th the 2nd and ;rd Bat­
talions of the ~19th and in holding these tewns against ceunterattack. 

The cempany alternated plat.ens every 48 hQurs durin~ this peri ­
od. by holding that part of the company not being used in Heiderschied. 

Summary er Enemy Equipment Destreyed: 

4 half-trackliil 
5 tanks 
2 anti-tank p;uns
1 cemmand car 
4 artillery pieces

12 horse-drawn supolv vehicles 
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cremnnmicat1ens: 

Us. - Normal procedure emplGyed thre~gheut the month w1th the 
except10n .f relay stat10ns used dur1n~ eperat1.ns due t. spread ef 
zona of action and adverse terrain. 

(Net.: All suppot"ting documents were prEtvieualy turned in to the 
80th D1vision Hister1an.) 

~/.~~
( .., CHARLES D. SAMMONS,' 

Ma.1er, 702d Tank Bn. 
B-3. 

.. 5· .. 
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702d Tank Ratta1ion, 
APO 403, c/o Postmaster, 
New York, New York. 

TABU!: NUlIBER 1. 

BATTIE CASUALTYNREPORr BY TYPE OF CASUALTY 
(Figures taken from Korning Reports up to and in­
cluding 31 December 1944 tor the period 1 Decem­
ber 1944 thru 31 December 1~4). 

KIA DON WIA LIA TorAL RID'sPAl'! !1l! 
1 Dec 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 
~ *** '***** ******** *** *** *** 4 Dec 0 0 2 0 0 2 5 
HU.it **It­*** ****** *** ***** ***** SDec 0 0 0 0 1 6 

**It- *H 
l 

*** *** ***** .***** *** ***** 9 Dec 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 
10010 **If­ *** ******* *** *'** ***** 22 Dec 0 0 4 0 0 4 14 
)lltU.ll iI*4t*** *** ******** *** ***** 23 Dec 1 0 4 0 1 6 4 
24 DSc 3 0 14 0 0 17 0 
25 Dsc 0 0 2 0 0 2 2 
26 Dsc 1 0 1 0 2 4 0 
27 Dsc 0 1 2 0 0 3 0 
2S Dec 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 
29 Dec 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 
lUIUiMf 10(11)( llit***' ******* *** ** *** 
TABLE NUMBER 2. 

PRISONERS OF ~'1AR CAP'IURED 

DATE F:'lt s-4 Dec 135 
iH;*** ~ 

TOTAL 135 

TABLE NUlLBER 3. 

RE-LACRDlTS RmE DIED 
(Including Hospital Returnees) 

DATE NO. 
*iii *** 
2 Dec 13 

**It 1
***** 
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TABLE NUl.:BER 3 CUET'D. 

DATE NO. 
6 Dec 5 -

***'**** 10 Dec 5 
****Q '*** 13 Dec 7 
tUnoo•• *** 16 Dec 

*iI**"lIltJl "* 7 

23 Dec 4 
iOOI)(** *** 

roTAL 41 

TA.BIJ: NUMBER 4. 

AWAIIDfI AND DECORATIONS 

Decorations awarded frcm 1 December 1944 to 31 December 1944. 

No. 

2 Bronze star l1edal 
T Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze star 
~ Purple Heart Award
I (lst)oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart 
-1.. (2nd)Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart 

GRAVI:S REGISTRATIOlt: )(en-

SPECtAL SERVICE t Xetien p10tures were drawn u ava1lable threuC'h th. 
80th D1v1aien Soecial Service Office as the tact1cal s1tuat.1en per­
mitted. We aeunc11 beeks were received dur1n~ the m.nth and enlv ~ 
l1mited d1str1butien er ma~as1n... An adequate distributi.n ef p:amea 
waa reoeived threu~h the BOth D1via1en. 

JaILa *'11 .erv1c. waa UDiI"iafaotery. upeciall,v when the un1t 
meved. UDD8CHaarv delaya are eocaaiened bv aim1lar1tv in un1~ d..... 
·i~tiena. It ia net unuaual fer half er the mail de11veredt.th1a 
batt.11en te b. intended fer the 702d ~Ank Deatreyer ~tall.n. 
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- Auth: en, 80th Div ... Init.t 
Date: 1 Jan 45 

HEAWUAR'l'ERS 702D TANK BATTALION 
APO 403, c/o Postmaster. New York. N. Y. 

AFl'ER ACTION REPORT - lECEMBER 1944 

Section II - Intelligence Operations (S-2) 

(1) At the beginnin~ of the month, this unit was faced by the 
17th S8 Panzer Gr~nadier Division. Although badly mauled in the 
attack on Metz. this division had been rejuvenated by an influx of 
replacements toward the end of November and was capable of an effect­
ive defense. Their line was penetrated an the 4th but no breakthrough 
was.acoomplished. Until the 23rd the 702d Tank Battalion partioipated 
in no other engagements against the enemy. 

In an assault against the south flank of the German counter 
offensive, commencin~ on December 23rd. this battalion met elements ef 
the enemy's 352nd and 79th Volks Grenadier Divisions. The first was 
met on the road and badly mauled by our attaok. Due t. the resultin~ 
~ap. the 79th Division was rushed to this secter and thrown into the 
line. Both divisions were of the Volks Grenadier class, and showea 
a~~ressiveness. high morale. and great strength. Daily counterattaoks 
w.ere received ·in the early stages of the battle. But by the end ot 
the month, cold weather, lack of hot foed, and heavy losses had slowed 
these units down considerably. For the first time sinoe the initial 
crOSSing of the Mosel'le River enemy tanks were met in great strength.
They belonged to the 5l9th Assault Gun Battalion of the Fuehrer Bri­
gade. Our battalion had knocked out three (3) enemy tanka by the end 
of the month. Artillery and nebelwerfer fire was very str~ng during 
the Luxembourg battles, and a German ~rtillery Corps was identified in 
the area. By the end ~f the month the 80th Infantry Division was in a 
stabilized position facin~ the whole G-erman 79th Divisien, en a line 
running from Ringel through Kehmen to Scheidel, and the 9l6th Volks 
Grenadier Regiment ot the 352nd Division from Scheidel to Ettelbruok. 

(2) Map sheets coverins the area of operations: GSGS. 4416, 
1/100,000 - Sheets U-l. V-I (included). T-I (not available). 

Fer the Commanding Officer:. 

~.);~~
CARL A. 6foRDSTROM, 
Captain, 702d Tk Bn, 
S - 2. 
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1. During the }eriod i'rolil the iJeginning of DecelllDer to the l)th 
essential maintenance and resupplying of the Battcl.ion WaS performed,and 
the necessary personnel reinforcements were received and processed. The 
Battalion maintenance platoon cOHlJ?leted the installation of cOhlplete sets 
of floating type grousers, which were later to prove exc~e(iinc1J valuaole. 
An installation teaw i'roflt the 79th Signal Repair COlG.pau.i remained vlith the 
Battalion for two days with the mission of instructing tne reSilective 
Organization Sigudl Crews the J?roper method of installinc the new Infantry­
Tank communication system on each tank. These i te!!l" consisted o~· tile 
following: 

1 ea.. Box, BC 606 1 ea. 1131,dstilt ,liS-i] 
23 ft. Cord, CD 1 ed. Cdl. .3U a:n..to box 

1 ea. Plu~, PL 68 
This installatiun o.fforded a method of COliJluWlication i.Jetweel, tha Ini'cu.try..LJ.1 

and the 'i'a:lk CO!illaander. Previously, field telepho(,es hao been used, DUt 
witn poor results in actual combat. ./Ul'ple equip.;,er:t to set up all medium. 
tanks in the Organization and approximately 75'i> of the tanks were 50 wired 
prior to the end of the jtlain~e..cui.ce l1eriod. 

2. Fur a re,.Jort 011 critical shorta:;es exi,;tin.::., at tr,e er,0. 0[' t:1C ;;,OLto 

see inolosures 1,2, & 3. 
Class I Sup:)lied: l16.tivllS COliSWlled r'0~' U-:c: menU: of DeceJ'lber ~:el·e 

as follows: 
T3,; 	 Type "6 11 

2;; "C IIII 

25% Type lO-in 
'r~;e pl:.l.Illiec.i menus were eLtirel~' satisfactory Li.r~d tne GUH111<..:',GQ WdS 

. well fed v'lith one or two exce1jtions where the meat factor was u..us'li111.;, low. 
Duri ,g the ea.rly ~)~riod of the month, ti:e raticns Vlere sup.::2.ei,.eLted 0.) an 
WlliJuited issue of fre sh ~lotd.toes obtaiJieu frem d. cc.l)tured sLoc.~ l:ile e s '.;..i..,;li:1 c.ed 
to have conLeiaed sOI,'e three hWldred tons of fresh pot",toes. 

The -::arl.J' pi1rt of the rao..th <11so Si:1VI excessive v:atcr trouble, tile 
Org2.nizatioL Ledical li.dJ.linistri:1tive Officer hav~lb l;ude CJ. J.lw~i..,er of tests 

for chlorination discovereo. tnat tLere WdS insufL_cie,.t c:lluril;atioL i" t{Je 
wat.;r. ,. cfleck v:it.n the Divisio:'; Surgeun revealed that oGI.er u",its l1d.d beer: 
u<.:..vilig t:le same uilficulty and it Via;;) decided tflat t.he iiater ili tne .3ector 
WiiS of i:1 peculiar type w:lich ...ou':"d (lOt hold chlorination. The followiLL 
steps vlere taken to cl.leviat<.:: tile situation. 

a. ,;Q.ter WdS Hot allowed to ref'iain in {.he cans 01. tlle v'dter trL'c:·~ 
overrligllt. 

b. Fresh Water WiiS ootll{!t:d e:':'CIl j,wrniu;. 
c. Each rd. t.ci:le~l WaS issued. lOu calci1Lf. hypcclllori:l.;:.e 

test kit. 
Goal: COd.l for beiitin~ billet::> elila of.l.'ice SlKl.Ce WdS redodily 

obtaiE.,j,ble fror" arli,y stOCl< ,t->iles. l'.cj.va eely m;l.ed ::>tocks CO,.ciUilled by llleilDers 
oi' tnis Gorrunw-.d Viere re}llenisl;ed. 

SECR'ET 
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~1~::J5 II :0u4~'ll--lj..les: t 10_" e;c:"s LinL SllOl't~~e3 at eCld ~i..' JL L 1 38C 

~,;,(;l03'.ll'8S 1,.( ~: 3. .t .. (i,ii"iGL~l ;)vcJ.'..,hoes '"ere l'ec()iVeQ,~lO\';eVej:, size ':'2 
reJ.:,:..iI,ed c.:r::' t.~c.;;;,l. Tilis s!iortiige left .::..ppro~,lately lv,,, 01' t",t;; GChulHC"";.d 
y;i t.hOLLt ovcl'shces. In order to wini::.ize the nwr,oer 01 trt::l1ch foot 
ccls'J.alt:'es in the Urg ___nizatior" h:"e;her HeadquEirters ordered all Units 
to J11&:-:e 011e )<iir cf cle;..:.f! socks avuilaole to eilch m.an daily. Fre:" tile 
lst thro.lgn tne 3rd v.es,.: of tne month iiJproxil:lately 40% of tl1is Cor:linand 
c~!i.in6ed sUC.r:S dailJ. Due to tile L.ctic<-l si tUc,tion Lis .\e.'ce:.t.ate d~'opped 
to 2v/; for the fifth week. .1. C01HpcLi::;01l of this fi~llre '"ith Dl.v:~::,ional 
Units reveale:l tiL.t this Cr.:-g::na.::d WaS doil1b much better in this conr:e :t.ion. 
';rellch foot casu"J.ties iiere lle~ctable. 

It WdS recOI.utleildeJ b~' Gorps H:cm.ored advisors tii:::.t oltr Illess ki L short.a~,es 

coull be allev~a\:'e<.l by a vi;;;i t to ••rilly rec::"a:;latiori ,points. L~vestiC::.J.tion 

revealed th.it reclw'iati.o[; ,:Joints nad direct orders from .tI.r;.;Y to returL :.111 
servicaule ite.~ t.o tile d.el~ot for iSGue. Cur sllOrt.lue of wess kits w""s 
subse~.uentl~· obtained tnrollLh norr.lal suppl~- cikuE,els. 

ClaoOis III Sup.f.iJ..::.es: ,,;,) ,<...rticLL1<:l.r Jil'ficLllty wa:i e.Jcowlt~red i;; this 
cldss of sUtJPly w-Itil this Org::..nization lllaae tne long ''>la.rch frIllill Rdillir,g, 
Frc..nce to Escll, L".lXe."bourt. Due to the Ur't;;~LCJ of tile situ""tioH iu tile 
Uorth it w as llecess<.J.ry 1'01' the !.!larch to De almost continous with refueliug 
periods as silOrt as possib18. ',;:'heral'ore tviO "rllcks with orie tOll trai18J.'s 
from the Battaliou truins PLttoon ',.ere attached to each of tile six COju~'-'J:J.ies. 
:.owever Bal-talion control 01 Lhese tr;;..cks W2.S difficult aud future uarcLes 
of this tJpe will De huGe laavidL; at least 50~ or ,:,[..e class III veLicles 
W1derbatt':.lion control ill tile Service Corapany. Levels of necess.:.:.r;/ oils 
:l!ld grease were m.nntJined Dol vel'oell rec~uest on t:,e respective sup~ly ~oi[lts. 

Class IV .supplies: Post exc11al1L:e items I'lere issued e<.lch SUl1day 
01' the month with the exce}tion of the week uf the eA"tended move at Wiiich 
ti1:le these itews were two days laste. T::e foll.owinb ite;.~s were issuea: 

I~l -- 1I
~ 

Cib~ettes eo.J.. too 
Candy bars ea. 500 
t.:atcbes box 40() 
.cuzor olades eli. 50 
Soap b'-lr 18 
Tooth Paste tuoe (;, 
Tooth ijrllshes ed. 8 
..;i",olcini.:, tobacco ~)lUb .t!.0 

CiJeiiin;: tobacco plug 2 
Shavir:'G crean. tUDe 16 
Gwn e~~. 100 

Class V Supplies; iJ.l c'-J.libers of ',:.P. ar,llilllilition relllL4i"ea in short 
supplJ, however this did not haI~per 0 ~)eri.i tions. Gellerc.ll,,', ti"~ ., P' s were 

to 0 far to the rear necessi t3.ting vci;icles for replenisl1int;; le<...vinc; e<:.rly 
in trie llioruing. Duringthe e:..trly operations agaillst ti1e br..;:.:;.kthroilt;L ill ti,e 

.•rdennes sector (;4ulllwlition waS issued frol" illllw,ler<...ble b.,ili1.e ...ds. i.ltilou,;h 
it w<...s fre:...!.uently llecees:J.r... for ver.icles to bO to sever<...l r..l.ilhe....ds b":;10re 
obtai.ning ful, re<:.t'J.ireJllents. hlWIlunition issues at tile QUlil.P;j was L~dled 
well. 
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HeCOmU\311ddtions ;.1. One company of this Orgi;Uuzation re.J.ieved its personne... 
of au. cl.othl.ng exccpt1ng that which each 1ndiVidua.l wore. The remainder' 

cari'ied in cor.,p~r supply and 1ssued to the men on an exchange bas1S, 
soi.J..ed .J..aundry bC1ng turned 1nto tne nearest ~artermaster Laundry in 

buLk for washine. illth thJ.s system ordinary losses, combat losses and 
neGligence wa3 reduced to a minimum and the quantity of se..LVdc;e Wd,S in­
creased. A compari"son of r€:pi.acel:1ent c.lothing requisitions with comparab.1e 
conp:..nies I1roved th1s method more higr..Ly economicc:..L and tIllS system VIlli 
be J,!lcorrorated 1n tl,e other companles. ' 

2.The gratmtous issue of PX iterr..s is very fine, however 
razor b.Lades issued there1n do noJ.:, fl. t the gratuitous l.ssue of razor 

b.La.cJ.e:::. It J_S recommeflded that' tnese be standardl.zed. 

3.Rep.J..acemeHt of l.Edlvidual too.ls to sets and parts for 
Un:it ass€JJ1b.Lie~ are too dl.ffl.cu.Lt to Obta.:ul. It is r.luch easier to 
ol;ta:Ul the COC1}1.Lete Ulllt assemb.Ly or set. If greater emphasis is pl.a.ced 
on fl.J...J..lng reqUlSl.tl.Ons for small. ltems l.n rear esche.Lons 1t 1S be.Lieved 
t!lat reqUlsi tlons for maJor },tems VIl.U decrease. 
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HL,a~UA.'tTM.3, 'lu2nd TAiJK BdTT.J..ION 
Off~ce of the Suppl~y Officer 

APO #403, u. S. Array 

28 Decenlber .1I.J44 

su.aJEXJ'r: Critical Quart.ermaster Items. 

TO : Offl.ce of the Di Vl.Uon QuartermasterI wth Infantry Dl.Vi5l.0n 

.I.. The foJ..I.oWl.Ilg l.S a shortage Jist of crl.tica.L l.tems eXi.stJ.ng III 

thl.s Batt~on and have been on reqUl.s1tl.on for over two weeks. 

G.1oves, wooJ., OD Raincoat 
(a.u. 5i zes ) Size: Large ea. '/5 

Jackets, fieJ.d Shoes, Service 
Size: 34.-R ea. Size: EE Wl.dths 

3b-R ea. Non-tariff 
Jt$-R ea. .1.l~ .12 B 

.12~B l.2~ 
Oversnoes, arctl.c 

Sl.ze: .1;G pre 'lU 
(Wl.J..1 accept Sl.ze .1)) 

IlIDIVJDUAL EWUIP:.tl!NT 

Cup, canteen 

TIE ImJS 

Pots, cook,mount&J.n type for outfl. t COO1C.ng Brushes, urina.1 type 

K:L ts, barber ea. 4. Selector,qu~f~catl.on card 

Outtl.t, cooKl.ng, one-burner Tube, fJ.eXi.bJ.e nOZZl.e 
w/truncated funnel. 

Typewrlt.er, portabl.e ea. .J. 

SIDNBY COHBN 
Capt, "v~d T!C an 
Supp.Ly Otf1ce~ 

'1IldBI'\li:,-.:..- .' '': - ,~ 
• , • • .... • , 01,. "-•••~.~ 
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ThCLOSURE ~O. 2 ~ 

~UARTERS ,7u2nd. T;J~K BA'I'T.1.LIOIJ 
Office of the Supp~ Officer 

.APe 11403, U. s. ~ 
28 December J.944 

SUBJlOOTa Crlticai Shortages 

TO COMMANDING GElm~, 80th Infantry DJ.vision 
Attention I Ordnance Officer 

J.. The fOllowing items of Ordnance equipment are tleJ.ected crJ.tical 
shortages existing in thl.s OrganJ.zation and repres~nt on~ a portion of 
the amount pending on Ordnance Requisitions. 

B 2U85'1J. CabJ.e, tOWl.llg,S-J.-J./8 11 diaro •. x2U' 1.2 

D 782'12 Iloiounts, ilG, CaJ.••3U AA J.2 

H 424 Hose, gas, acetllene, extra flex 
w/fitting,l/4 inch,J.enbth 25 ft. 1. 

PaUlin, J.2' x J.2' J.U 

staff, RaIllller, 't5rom 

BrUSh, '15mm 

Sledge, dbJ.e face, J.U lobs 8 

Crowbar, PJ.nch, 5 ft. .'1 

Periscope"M4, w/telescope, kl7 for 
7t>mm Gun J. 

Flrst echelon tooJ.s (wheeled VerQCles) 

First echelon tools (Tanks) J.2 

llecha.r1l.sm, percussl.on assy, '/5w. 

II II" lu5rr.m. 2 

Ford Engine Parts 

Fixture, Track ccnnecting and J.irU< pu1.J.ing 25 

Hldrometer 

J.b-H-.L24u Hydrometer 

'S J: C i-1fT 

http:percussl.on
http:llecha.r1l.sm


.L'uoes, Ou\"'x.Lb 1') 

Il '/5ux:..Jv 22 
Tire~ ,/5u:{2v 13 
Til'€3, bUUA.!.b 15 

IT".1ck, 2-1/2 'ron L.i'.B. 1 

'.I.'rhller, 1 to!'} cQ.rgo 2 

tla'... terJ', .1.2 v01 t 4 

It b vO.Lt :3 

~"atC!,e::;, y.,rist (ail jewels) 

B.cL:. ar.3;; , Fender .1.W 

Var.lC.Le, Tank Recovery,ll§it,Y;/o 
arl.,()l'i.:~nt .L 

SpC.r~ Parts for CaL .3U wG,lti';'1';1A4 

Patches, hot (all. sizes) 

Radlatoi', 1/4 ton .L 

Brake Shoe 

\~a3 te , cc'.:, ton or wool. 

2. ~ar.y of the trucks belilg received are ffilnuc the majority of thelr 
accessones. In most cases VehlC.LeS haven't sufficlent tOO.1.S to change a 
t~re or m:lke other f~rst eche10n repaJ.rs. Vehic1E::s a.LSO lack 3pare tires 
and tarpaulin asserrblles. 

.;iIDkEY COl-iE:l 
Ca?t, '1U2nd Tk Bn 
SUPP.Ly Offlcer 

1,/­

http:repaJ.rs
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INCLOSURE NO. :3 .. 

~UAATER:3;(02nd T.!U~K Bl1.TT~Oi~ 
OffJ.ce of the Supp.l.y Officer 

APO 11403 ~ U.S•. .Arrq 

28 December .1."i44 

SUBJIOOT: Crlotica.1. Shortages of S1&n&J. B:luipment 

TO : Signal. Officer, tsuth Infantry Div:i.sJ.on 

.1.. The fOiloinng lotems of Sl.gna..1. eqU1pment are se.lected critic8J. 
shortages existing lon tnJ.s OrganJ.zation. 

Alignment eqUl.IXIlent, WE-73 J. 

A.xJ.e, RL-.1.25 .1. 

Ax.le, RL-Z( 

AN/VRC - :3 

Cover, BG-'10 73 

Dynamotors, DM-:3'I Z/ 

/I DM-35 
, 

Lantern, e.1.ectrloc, portable hand .LU 

Test Umt, 1-.1.'(6 5 

Ma.J.ntenance eqUl.pment J l»iE-J..3 

VO.Ltohmeter, 1-.1.06 

2. The above quantities represent o~ a portion of the amount whiCh 
nas been reqUl.sitlooned througn tlle IhVJ.Sloon Signal. SuppJ.y Officer, but due 
to unaval..Lablo.Ll.ty, were not received. 

SIDN:b.'Y COHEN 
Capt, '/u2nd Tank an 
SUPP..L.J Offlocer 

~. " .. , 

:.". i " ... 
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HF,~lTA.R~S },; 

702~m T~JlK ):J,TTALION 
APO 1r.03, C/C TY"S ~. ,l. S't"8R ~'B'~l 'r('RK, ~TS";' ,rOEE: 

19 February 1945. RESTRrGT~~ 	
/ 

~t) 	 • 

~fter Act:ton Report - J~ntla.ry 19h5. ).Pp/~ty 
TO 

1. In c01'1Dli?I'1C~ ',':i.th l'f'l"or'Ondunl !!64, d~\t('!n. 2),. :\U'11st 19!:h, -.n rl Tlt; ­

nnnohered f e'I~or:~nti11.m, d(~ted ~O necaoher, lOI,!,. ue:'rir:U:'1.rters ,c,Otr' TrJ'ntr" 
T'lj 1risjon, l.yn '10, H, S,\m,:~, the foll~w:in~ ~eT'l~rks, comr,'ents '''1!rl recor~J'en­
dat:ions ,".re subrritted: 

a. 	 There are no further remarks reference or:':1.t'~ ZI'1V ori, tr,"I.1.n­
in,",: or eouilJlc1.ent, oth~r then hAS b~en made :;n rrevi.ous re­
Dorts. 

12. The fo11ow:Ln" combat lessons have heen le'J.med b7 this 
) Prtt;oLJ50r.: 

(1) 	 S~VPT"". ('I;' '"!InTP;'n('!'>'TT) YJ1TTTPI'ENT: nurjr:-.: -f-'!,e 1'1.iddle 
2nd 1,"ttter i'k'.rt, of NOV6"1.her 194[:., this 1lottp,li.on. 
acclJ..1"J.1)l:.;...ted r'. s:i.z.f~?hle ""'L'nti-l::r of (ii,sc.,;rdfln. cloth­
i'1[' fro!", the lx~ttlefj~lr'j in tl:e VlP.Ye of' ~he corchat 
troODS. 'l11e ,unserv:i,ceal:le ite::ms wer~ t.urned i.n throu,:"h 
normal channels for sal~ri're 'while the servi.ce.1.hJe 
pieces were L'.l.undered with the. intent of ulti.F.'etely 
hein ,:-'; tumed j n "8 exces s .'l:t U:i s time the J11 er.l ber s 
of t,p e :9attalio!'1 were ~n dire t'lee1 of cle·? n clothj n(,:, 
however, the t.actic;'1.1 d +".1pt~ on was Sl.1Ch -I:hp.t soned 
b.und~" conJ.d not re8..d:n~· be collected frm. 211 t!:l'Tl1­

her~. Therefore, t~e ex;,c:;tin,. cle,,-'" jt,(f1\S of clotb'L!1~ 
nere r:l:i.str~ hnted ~.n exchan""~ for J5ke ~,tems 'iled, 
wnjch :1.n tllrn \'f~re t,"r'1e(l i'! fryr' lpunder::'1":. ~is 

sWf·ested the nossib::i '.1.t,· of eli.rninatin~ t,h~ ~x~st.&nt 

diff:i.cnlti.es of cloth'i.nr slHm1:r. 

At that time each ""'.nn hl3,d a duffle ba~ c0nt.;::-i rdn,.. his 
f".xtra. cloth:1.n.r:::. S·J:f.'fi cient orp'anic trc'l.!"'snortation vms 
not a,v--J..lable in either Corr'>£ny or n.9. t,t,.01-in"1 'l':r";n~ 

to carry- these duffJe bp.:,s, therefore, -l-hl') extra cloth­
inr. was ca""r~,ed' on the 5.ndiv·tdua1 s' corhp.tt vehicles. 
rr'~t,he veh:i.cle f-!r·countered enem~T fire 30y"e or all of 
thjs cloth:;.r>r: Vl2.S destro~-ed; ; f it bec...w,~ r1ecessar:? 
for th~ creVT to :-cbandon the vehicle ~1J. of the clothin: 
was lost, or if the 'feh icle ',"",s subsequentl;,: recaptnred 
the clothjnz was t ot[l.lly or nmia1.1:r l)::ilfered ":y thp. 
enem.,·,T .• civ:i.1ip.ns or friend1.- r t.rooDs. , \ 

•.. r \ 19 / 

HE" . 	 \, )!
'. ~H~.' ..:... , -1­

http:civ:i.1ip.ns
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http:cloth'i.nr
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http:1lottp,li.on
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After Action Report' - January 1945 Cont1d. 

If any or all of this clothin~ became wet or mud~ there 
was a t81dency to throw these items away. 

There "tae also a tendency to throw awl\Y ittlll8 which be­
came b~ or cwnbersome. 

In view of the fore~in~ facts and circwnstances this 
lJLttalion relieved all men of their extra clothin~ and 
carried it as bulk in the ComMny Trains iSBUin~ out 
only in exchan~e for like items which were soil~d. 
'Ibis 	chan~e 'Was hi~~Y' encoura~ed and carefully watched 
h~ the 1?attalion Supply Officer. Combat loss replace­
!nent 	reou:i.sitions of this Battalion dur:tng a six weeks 
trial period were !.pproximately twenty-five percent ot 
wh8.t 	 they were formerly and amazin~ly low in comparison 
wi th 	requi s:itims from like Battalions or Units of can­
parable size. ,~s a result, this system was in&u~ra.ted 
in the line companies with the fol1owin~ results: 

(A.) Combat replacement requis:i.tions have been approx­
imatel~r tweri.t~five percent of former totals effectin~ a 
correspondin~ economy. 

(b) ~;lhen tank crews find it necessa.ry to abandon 
their vehicle the only individual losses are toilet 
articles s:i.nce all: clothin~ in their possession is bein~ 
worn. 

(c) The lapse of time required to cet replacement 
of salvan:e is practicall,.v nil insofar as the individual 
soldier is concerned since immediate replacement is 
available thro~h the clean clothin[, supply. 

'!he overall result s of this system have proved highly 
satisfactory for all concerned and have effected a great 
savings in repb.cement costs at the same time keepin~ 
the meJ'lbcrs of th is Command well cloth ed and cleaner. 

(2) 	 TTse of rocket launcher T-34 mounted on Medium Tank M-4 
(w/75IPJn zun). 

(a) p~ reports taken fran prisoners captured by the 
three (3) Cor11::at Teams of the gOth Infantry Division re­
port that this weapon is far more effective than the 
(",.ennarl or Russian counterpart, due to its fra!J7lentation 
characteristics e~d consequent ability to penetrate 
lipht overhead cover. The tremendous fire power concen­
trc~ted in such a s'Ort period of time (2:>-30 seconds) 
has c. definite moral.e lowering ability known as "surren­
der persuasion". 

http:necessa.ry
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(1;)'\JJ. f-: rin."'" of Fds we'lpon, due to resuppl~r diffi ­
cllltie s, is done th rou?'h the direct supnort F. A. P:l.ttalion 
fir(~ direct10n center. For this the runs are Jl1.oved ,'1.S far 
forward as possible (for an annored v~icle), prearranp:ed 
areas, ,:md time schedules' are set up jn F.rl. fire plan. 
The .suns are reB;i.stered by single shot and fired on order 
of F.D.C. 

( c) Thour:h not con sidered desirable on v-4 tanks, the 
v"_lue of the rocket and it t s fire novl'cr 3.re fully realized 
]-10, :o.ll usinG' and supported personnel. 

(rl) ,:inor mecha.nic failures becom.e easily serviceable 
.os the usin" crew becomes better' acrms.inted vdth the 
vrearon. 

(e) The Joss of the use of the tank 28 a fi{,',htinr 
vehicle ;~ue to difficult~.r experienced in jettisoning the 
rock':!ts: definitely hinders the tank comp.:-'ln;r cocu,1.Cnder. 
TIlis '1attolion has one platoon ner nedium tank comp.::ny 
so eouiDped. 

(3) 	 Ti:lis r:att<...lion ..../3.8 issued in February one 1I'>Teasel". 
7::is vehicle is highly ref!;arded by all vho have used 
it. It has been used on seYeral occas::'0118, to take 
hot food Cl.'1d maint~nance parts to men <lnd vehicles 
th:.t other-.vise would have entailed laborious hand-
carry. If the vehicle were 3. bit more sturdy, the 
issue of one Slch vehicle per COffiJany would be desirable. 

~. Th8.t rocket l'lunchers be mounted on tbe 1/5,\1 l:if::ht tank in 
l:ieu 	of th e V -4 Y·lCdtw. tank. 

., 
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, Auth: CG, 80th Inf Div 
. .;:' ....:.- " .-.. :.< .~_... ,I .' Init: 

Date: 1 Feb 45 
HEADQUARTERS 702D TANK BATTALION 

ArO 403, US A&~ 

1 February 1945 

AFTER ACTION REPORT - JANUA.,-qy 1945 

Section I. Summary of Daily Operations and Actions. (5-3) 

As the month opened the ·tank battalion \'las fulfilling its nor­
mal attachments. The companies were disposed as follows: Company 
"A", attached to the 317th Infantry Regiment, in Niederfeulenj Com­
pany "B", with the 318th Infantry Regiment, had one platoon in Schie­
ren, and the remainder of the Company in Grentzigenj Company "C", 
attached to the 319th Infantry Regiment, was divided, with one pla­
toon occupying defensive positions in the vicinity of Ringel, and 
two platoons at Heiderscheid. Company "D" was in Division Reserve 
at Bissen. 

The Battalion Command Post '\vas established with the Division 
Command Post at Reckange-les-Mersch, where it remained until 6 Jan­
uary 1945, at which time it moved to Merzig. 

C6mpany "A", 6 to 22 January 1945: 
On 6 January 1945 Company "A" moved from Niederfeulen to an 

assembly area south of Heiderschied. This move was made in conjunc­
tion with a move of the 317th Infantry, plaCing that unit in a de­
fensive position north of Heiderscheid. 

Except for a short period (one day) spent firing indirect fire 
missions by the 1st platoon, the company remained inactive in the 
above area unt11 the 18th of January. 

. On the 18th one platoon of the company was to make a diversion­
ary attack on the town of Kehmen to draw enemy attention from the 
attacks of the 3t8th and 319th Infantry Regiments. The platoon 
moved into a firing position on the high ground west of the town 
and atter firing on the town for one half-hour withdrew to the as­
sembly area. The platoon received no enemy fire while on this 
mission. 

Late in the afternoon of January 20th one platooh of Company "A" 
assisted by a company of the 317th Infantry moved into the town of- ~ 
Kehmen and succeeded in clearing the town. Resistance in the town 
proved to be very light and 25 PW's were captured without any losses 
to our troops. 

Compaftv "B". ~ to 23 January 1945: 
ompallyB" attached to the 318th Infantry remained inactive 

until the 19tb of the month at which time two platoons moved into 
attack positions south of Burden and the third platoon from Nieder­
feulen to Ettelbruck. 

The plan of attack was to push from the south with the 2nd Bat­
talion of the 318th Infantry and capture the town of Burden. The 
attack progressed as planned, jumping off at 1740, January 20th, and 
capturing the town at 1950. 

I' ~ - 1 -. " .:,... . '.;) 
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The attack was continued the next morning with Boursoheid the 

objective. The attacking Intantry encountered extremel: heavy sniper 
firef'rom the town; therefore, two platoons of Oompany 'B"moved 
through them and attacked the town. The tanks succeed.ed in entering 
the town, destroying two enemy tanks and one anti-tank gun in the 
resulting action. The Infantry moved, into town atter the tanks and 
had occupied the town by noon-. 

After the capture ot' Bourscheid the 318th Intantry was ordered 
into Division Reserve to assemble in the vicinity of Niederteulen. 
In compliance with this order, Oompany "B" assembled in Niederfeulen 
on the 22nd, and moved from t~ere to Buderscheid on January 23rd. 

Comnany "C", 6 to 26 January 1945: 
The 319th Combat Team planned to attack across the Sure River 

early on the 6th ot January to seize Goesdort and Dahl., The 1st 
ann 3rd Battalions were to oross the River under cover of darkness, 
and proceed north along a route west of the towns, until OPPOSite 
their objectives and then move on the towns from the west~ The tanks 
were to cross after tha bridge had been completed and move north on 
the road Goesdorf, Dahl, and assist the Infantry in clearing the 
towns~ if thev ware needed. 

Company YtC" crossed. the river at 0730, 6 January, and proceeded 
directly to Dahl, where it was attached to the 3rd Battalion of 319th 
Infantry. The company occupied a defensive P9sition in the vicinity 
of Dahl and assisted the 3rd Battalion in repelling several enemy 
counterattacks. 

On January 11th, the 3rdplatoon of Oompany "c" attacked Bock­
holtz with the 2nd Battalion of 319th Infantry, a~d-occupied the 
t01ID, meeting only minor resistance. 

The 3rd platoon of Company "Ctt , plus the Assault Gun Section 
supported the attack of the 3rd 3attalion against Nocher on the 18th 
of January. 

The tanks were to vfait in Dahl until the Battalion reached a 
pOSition near rJocher, and then advance due north to support the Inf­
antry's entrance into Nocher. 

The Infantry waa ~ble to approach within e.. short distance of the 
town under cover of darlmess, but was met by heavy sniper and mortar 
fire upon attempting to enter the town. The tanks immediately moved· 
fo rivard to as.ist, and supported the Infantry I s advance into the town. 
TvlO tanks were disabled by mines while approaching. Nocher. 

The company moved. l,vith the 3l9th Infantry to Fels on 26 January. 

CompanY "D". 6 to 22 January 1945: 
Oompany linn, \'1i th the !1I!ortar Platoon attached, was attached to 

3l9th Infantry, subattached to 2nd Battalion for the purpose of sup­
portins the attaclt: of the 3l9th Infantry, previously mentioned. 

The company crossed the River Sure behind Oompany "0" and joined
the 2nd Battalion in Goesdorf. The unit occupied a defensive position 
in Goesdorf until 14 January and assisted. the Infantry in repelling 
numerous counterattacks d~ring that period. One tank was lost during
this operation. 

The company was detached from the 319th Infantry on 14 January, 
and assembled at Vichten in DiviSion Reserve. 

The 3rd platoon was attached to 80th Reconnaissance Troop on 
17 January, with the miSSion of protecting the west flank of the 

["'I 
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3l9th Infantry. However the platoon did not eugage in any action 
while on this mission. 

Task Force Talbot. 23 to ~l January 1945: 
The Task Foroe was formed by verbal order of the Commanding 

General, with the mission of reoonnoitering in the zone east of 
Wiltz through Wilwerw1ltz and Ensoherange to Hosingen, to prevent 
surprise by advanoing infantry oolumns and establish contaot with 
the 6th Cavalry on the left flank. 

CompOSition of Task Foroe: 
Taotioal Headquarters 
Company "D~ 
Mortar Plat.oon 

- 7024 Tank Battalion 
""" 
"" ~ 

Assault Gun Platoon ~ ~ ~ 
Reconnaissanoe Platoon - "" " 
80th Reoon Troop 80th IRfantry Division 
1 platoon, Company "AU, 6l0th Tank Destroyer Battalion 
1 platoon, Company "C~, 305th Combat Engineer Battalion 

The Task Foroe Forward Command Post was established, at Esoh­
weiler ~n 24 January. 

Advanclng in two c9lumns from Wiltz on the morning of the 24th 
of January, the reconnaissance elements of the Task Force established 
contact with the enemy along the line of the Clerf River, between 
the towns of Drauffel and Lellingen. The miSSion of croSSing the 
river was turned over to the 3l7th Infantry the night of the 24th of 
January, and the Task Force continued patrollin~ to the north to 
establish contact with the 6th Cavalry. Two OP s were establlshed 
on the hlgh ground west of Wilwerwiltz to gather information. 

On the 26th Of January, Hq TFT moved to Wilwerwiltz, and the 
Task Force was attached to Task Force Summers. Pursuant to orders 
from that Headquarters, one platoon of 80th Reoonnaissance Troop, 
plus one platoon of tanks moved to the north flank of the Task Force 
with the miSSion of maintaining contact between that flank and the 
south flank of the 26th Infantry Dlvision, while the remainder of 
the combat elements moved to Lellingen to protect the south flank 
of TF SUYn.TIlers. 

CompanY "A", 25 to 28 January 1945: 
CompallY "A" advancing in the zone of the 3l7th Infantry Regi­

ment from Wl1tz.was termporarily held up at the Clerf River until a 
bridge suitable for tanks was completed.

Lieutenants Gifford and Shaulis v'lere wounded i'ihile on a road re­
connaissance to the proposed bridge Site, and Lieutenant Iv:arsh ass­
umed command of the company. The tanks crossed the river on the 26th 
of January and assisted in the attacks on Plntsche and Sisbanaler. 

On the afternoon of the 26th, the 3l7th Inf~ntry plus attach­
ments was incorporated in Task Force Summers, with the mission of 
capturing Hosingen. 

The attack on Hosingen jumped off at 1300, 27 January 1945. 
3rd Battalion, 317th Infantry 'Ylith 2nd platoon of Company "A", ad­
vanced and captured Niedhausen. The 2nd Battalion, 317th Infantry, 
with 3rd platoon of Company "A" attached, captured Bockholtz-les­
Hosingen at 0300, at which time the 1st 2attalion, 318th Infantry., 
with one platoon of Company "B" tanks and one platoon of Company D" 

,tanks advanced through them and continued the attack on fiosingen.- ­
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The high' ground around Hosingen was in our hanel.s by noon of the 27th 
of January. Two light tanks, were destroyed in the vicin1ty of Hos­
ingen. 

At months end the battalion was assembled for ma1ntenanc3 and 
reorg~n1z.t1on as follows: 

, .Headquarters and Service Compan1es - Godbrange
Company "A" and Company tiD" - Reuland 
Company'! C',' aI"..d Company ~B'! - Bourg1inster 
Battalion Headquarters - Alt11nster 

(~1"~

Major, 702d Tk En,

5-3. 
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,_, ',' Auth: ·CG, 80th In't DiT 
, " ') Init: 
~QUARTERB 102D TANK BATTAL~vN Date: 1 Feb 45 

...\t.,..... -, APe 403, US ~IT 
h~:' . 

1 February 1945 

AFTER ACTION REPORT - JANUARY 1945 

Section II. Intelligence Operations. (5-2) 

1. ~. Enemy Situation - During the month of January 1945 the 
units hl ~ontact were 79th VG Div, 226th VG Rest, located at Ke~~en 
(P7840), Bchiedel (P7845) and vicinity of ·Diekirch (P8142). The 
208th VG Regt located at Kehmen and vicinity (P7840) and the 2l2th 
VG Rest located vicinity of Rinsel (P7648). Elements of the 9th VG 
Div were contacted at Goesdorf (P722466). 352d VG Div vicinity of 
Burden and Erpeldange. 276th VG Div at vicinity (P7095l0). 5l9th 
GHQ Hv AT Bn vicinity of Dahl. Fuehrer Brigad.e vicinity Dahl. 406th 
Volks Arty Corps vicinity Roermerberg. 

~. Enemy Tactics - Enemy e~pionage and sabotage teams infil­
trated U.S. lines in G.I. uniform. ~his method caused our troops to 
be acutely sensitive to military security, making up for laxity here­
tofore, very evident. The f1~st week of the period marked an over­
all defensive attitude, in the salient, and marked the beginning of 
withdrawal of armor from the salient. The enemy continued to shuttle 
Panzers from the First Army front to the Third Army front. The' ter­
rain and weather were most suitable for enemy defensive action; the 
hillS, many rivers and creeks aided enemy holding action, plus his 
extensive use of Teller-mines, Schu-mines, S-min,s, and plastic mines. 
All of the latter were easily hidden under deepening snows of the 
period. His uses of road blocks were many, and together with icy 

, roads caused delaying action in his favor. Enemy patrolling was very
active. For camouflage, vehicles were painted white and Infantry
used snow capes to blend with the snow. Usa of tanks by enemy '\"las 
restrioted. He used great quant.ities of Artillery and Mortar and 
Nebelwerter fire at all opportunities to restrict our movements. 

~. Enemy'MQral. - The enemy fought with vigor at beginning
of period but as his salient was being pushed back, more and more PW's 
came in as d.eserters. Morale became lower and more of enemy deserted 
to our side. Lack of food and ammunition and conveyance became more 
noticeable as our Air Force struck at the retreating enemy. 

2. . Map sheets covering the area of operations during the 
. period: Maps, 1/50,000, sheets No. l37-Arlon, No. 122-Wiltz, and 
No. l07-Houttalize. 
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. 1. During tne earJ:3" pant of tl'le..-tJll ,.. ~t~41Gn Wu depJ.O.Y.ct1,n)' 
defe(,sive pontJ.ons J.U the ~ilern part. o~.:~U'.J. 'lb. 1II1Idle'.ith. 
month Saw the Jl.edl.WIl l;dilK co44~eB attach~~t.o ..he 1ntlli'ttry 're&lJl.erltil to1"2l.l.Cll 
combat 'teams and attacla.ng earp·seJ.zlon& tcWJjlaup '10 and north of the a.u~, . 
R.l.ver J.11 northern Luxembourg, and rem8J.ned, on the .l.J.ne unt1.1. the2tsth ot •• 
mont~ at Whloci! t:Llle the Batt~J.on was WLthh-em1 to tour t"~ Ca.•• to one 
anotr!er WJ.tn tne intent of pertorm:l.Jli 1\.ce~sar'y m&lJlteria.Aee." 

, 
:c:~ For a report on crJ.tiCa.i shortS€e. eXi.t~ at the end of the month 

see ;t.n~losures J., ~ and :3 attached. 

CJ.ass Il 
a. RatJ.ons oonsumed tor tile month of Decenber were &1 tOJ..LC1IQI 

" 

';.., "Bit 
~~ 
~.1.Q-in-l" 
~Ku ~ . 

Tne pLanned menus were not as satlosfactory as the' month preVious. lRclicatJ.ons 
pOJ.nted to an excessJ.ve quan'tJ.ty of stews" hash add pork sausage. There were 
a1.so s~vera.L lHstanccs of the s...rue foods beJ.ng jasued two d~e in a row. Th~s 
;u:ht nave been cause1 by ~. overestJ.mate of the number of ratloons rSluired by 
tne lssu1ng depot. 

\i3.ter QonsumeJ, durJ.:.s the month was not excesslove" lo!l aJ.J. probabloJ.J.tY'ciue to 
the cold vleather. No difficuLty was encountered wJ.th reference to chlorinatl.on. 
HO'"ever tns e.xe3SS~ve.ty cold weather caused freezing of the water in cans' and 
some of the; Compam.0s r:;COl ved cans of ice. 'The SJ.tlfatloon was remedJ.ed. by 
em~)tyin8 au, cans on the water truck 'at nignt, pJ.c.la.JIlg up fresh water early 
l.n themormng whJ.ch also decreased tne .Lengtn of t:uhe the water. remaJ.ned 
st ·l:::;n3.nt. In addJ. tJ.on al.l. ~ornpanJ.es were l.nstructed to pJ.ace fJ.J.J.ed water· 
cans cOn'L3..l.rl.ing lce around the ~Qtche;l f~e.Ld ranges. 

C:..; a..L was e~:c eP-:l onaJ_J.y crJ. tlca l . durJ.ng the montn and wb.,ile most of the 
Or;:;c..rnzatlon vms consiliiuHg enstl.ng wood piLes while in combat the shortage, was 
fe .... "'. The s:aLl '!Uatltl'ty of coal arrlVlong at CJ.3.SS III SUWJ.Y Points was 

.1..:3 sued. to Um.ts naVl.;16 mgh p:"'J.orJ. t16S su ch as hospJ.tal J.n~taJ.1ations. '!he coal 
s.itnat~o!l was aJ.J.evlated. by the use of a stockpJ.J.e captured at ·riloltz,Ii.lxembourg.' 
'l'ne fuel. l)j,'obl.em ViaS alSO sOl.ved oy explo~_tation of local i'orests, the proper 
stel)S baln..: taKeu b~' t!US OrBal1J.zatJ.on to re-:unburse the Luxembourg Government VJ.& 
reverS3 i,c'ld Lease. AAotiler !"':ethod of obtru...mng ....lood was through the use of 
prl\ ate..;- o""led stoCI{ )~.Les and Ulen re-u!lburs.....o the CJ.Vl.:uan ff:.J:..LJ.y by 
,1. milcatlnL that "Heat was s upp.Llcd II on trlC forms .:mbmi.tted for aU buildings , 
occupi.;d. ;is bJ.llets cr o::'fice space. 

http:ff:.J:..LJ
http:OrBal1J.zatJ.on
http:l)j,'obl.em
http:enstl.ng
http:cOn'L3..l.rl
http:fJ.J.J.ed
http:ornpanJ.es
http:l:::;n3.nt
http:remedJ.ed
http:Compam.0s
http:chlorinatl.on
http:quan'tJ.ty
http:excessJ.ve
http:Batt~J.on
http:attacla.ng
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For ~sting short2ces at end of month see inclosures 1, 2 

s~ze 13 Vlere received in l:!.eu of nzes 12 
them. Clean sockS were made 

on the exchange basis, however, due tv tIle tact:1.CaL 511 t'l~~t1on' 

Class lI. 

AdditionaJ. OVeloShoE!" 
eqUJ.pillg the entire Command vrith 

.Le to a.Ll 
over 
erIOnne.L, the 

averaged 3V~. Dunng tne month s.Leep~ng bags were .made aVailable 
~ssue be~ng made on a.L.LOcat1on tc the D~v1s10n and 

entJ.Y by D1v~s1on to th:i.s Organ1zatl.On. Our !'1rst' auocatJ.on gave "J.S 

,two h red fifty three. &n.L1sted llieu were ~rJl.u.t.T..ed to r<Jt<.U.n tYro blankets 
v,'J.tn ttle s.teeping bag, those not n~v~nz tl:e ba.g· had four V;OO.L b..LanKE:ts. F:'.rst 
report~ on tne pract1cab~.u.ty of tnesE:' bags vaned wI1th about f1ft-r perceut 
1!! favdr of them and the rest not in favor or undec1deci.. Subseque;ti..Y, when 
tne rema~nJ.ng quant1ty was made ava.:u.ab.Le to the Orgamzat1on, enougn were 
requlsJ!t1oned to eqmp ';Iu~ of tne Comr..land... J.eav~nG tne cthers content to 
"Sweat lout It the 1IJ.llter Wlth four lilJ.9.nr:etS. 

Tne Division received an a..Llocation of shoe,;:acs durinc; the 
montn tt.e bulk of wmeh were lssucd vU canbat eGglneers, rifLe comparoes, and 
artl11~ry UIllts, however, tn:Ls urg:.:.rllzatl0n received SOr:l~ In lieu of s:)Iue of 
the shQrtages of EE ~dth shoes. 

'l't.e exceSSlve snov:faJ.Js at the beg1ntl.H!L; 01' t~e r:J.ontn turned 
the CO$tr-.r side stark white. li..3 a precautloI: against c:~ tection b./ the ene~·. 
our verncles were CaIJ:ouflaged by tue use oj;,' a. Hi-ute li':Uld wtJ.ch could Le 
ea.s1.Ly ~removed Wl.th warm water. Further camoufJ.J.ge precu''.ltlons ....ere t,(j,Ken bJ 
the lsfJUe of wnlte SU1.ts to tam: co!,'-'18nders and reco~mc:i.ssancc p~rson:1el. 

Replacement tJ.nl.;:s rece7..ved dunng tne 1110ntn If' cl.uded s cce 
·,11 th ·/~.1IIl guns br1nging the tot.a.J.. 01 T..!l.I..S t.y,tJEt' J.n '~lle Or:.;::.:.nizatJ..on to s~vcn, 
thus PJ!'es3ntlng a Ci..ass V p~'o0lelll. 

In order to aJ...L8viatc 5.LipI'lng C'.::j ::;':CLdciJ.."':"; of our t,,;,!L:S OIi. 

steep :l.nc.L:l.nes and round topped roads tne traCK::: vrare mod1':::icc:. as i'oLlov;s: 
bach fiftn bl.ock vrasstudded' to J:'onn teet!l which wou t."::' .;n..i.' into t!1C iCC • 

.i6,no-::.ter modiflC3.'Clull C',(;COmI).J..lsncd at ~hc beO n:.1Eg 0: l.n:; 
month was tl,e mountulb of.' liCesn ·,i1,re 0,'. tt'e .:.:'rc[:t a~d SlC::'es c1 t" e ta..:l{5. 
l'1Us 'I'!:!(S oerfon:led 1.n order to u:ss ...·t br?J1cLes of trce3 sO;..o; to :::"9::.lC 'tru.e 

out.L1ne of the t,'::::K. U:', unt:L L tne ",'lei of til"': montf'. these ~:ad net been 1:'.sed 
and so no co'::r:1ent can be ,-:".ado or.. ttlCll' effcctl"le:J.ess. 

C..Lass III. 
:)n()').L1e3~ 'l''1_ cJ.ass ill SF Vias fa.H'~' cJ.o.e \1; t') 2(' "'.J..L":s) 

to tn:. rl:.ttallon tr~;s 3.r82. J tt'9r2';::Oore no ':l;".;.rtlcLL,,-r )r:b..Lerts 'Iere CLcctL'1tered. 
The fourte-;:;n fuel R'1d J.ucrlC3.rrt:. venlCJ.es 1.1: tile sectlon 2.1'8 &;:+,I.e. Lev::ls 
:)f Il<-ccssary olls Cllia. creC.sc were O['td.1.~lec..;, l:CrJJl. su~.J;.i...:,' ~;olnts '~.:'CT. vorbel 
rer:,l.'.csts. 

http:venlCJ.es
http:camoufJ.J.ge
http:ea.s1.Ly
http:snov:faJ.Js
http:ava.:u.ab.Le
http:rema~nJ.ng
http:pract1cab~.u.ty
http:auocatJ.on
http:Organ1zatl.On
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CJ..3.':S IV; .l;'OS\" ~-:cr,a:·l.3e Jtems y;cre J.SSl ed each Sunday of ttl" mC)l,tn 
C:l2e.; ')f] t· ,8 fOJ..iovr~.n~ s..~.LU""!..Jw..L1ooi\J~: 

uN!'!' 

~; :crt,\../~s ')f r:~c;ors lJl t.ne Bat:.ta. :"lon were a.l.. Lcvlate:..l 
C.l tr:€ G.J'~'l.J out!': :in:.'a.ntrJ ihVlSl(')!1. 

. .;)a.:l.::l~ .D1 '8 '-:'v "ftC 6~:ces 3J.vel..~' co.Ld ,"leather meny of the roads were 
iUl.:.:erous I'ur t~afi'lc a!:d Slnce cl1[;lnser U!ll.ts were Ke,t-lt. bus.}' sandlng tne 
.~'o:i.·Y!i1rd G.i.8.1e.:t <.i.rtorl e.s and iliR, :L t was ~lCces sari to 'Jse o1'garnc Ve~J.lcles 
a.r:d .)/.;:"3u11; e.L tJl, s~)!;d :''10 roads ll1 tile JJlJ;!edlate VJ.ClIuty of the Battalion 
t1'alLs. 

01.:~ssv: vi£' ~liJllun~.tl)n stl.L.L relila:u:ed crJ.tlcal and J..n partJ..c1l.Lar WP 
'iblnm prcssnte::l a l)1'o::Hel'.. Cittacl<:: jJ~ogresseCl tile d.:t.stance to t::e ..iSP1s,,3 tne 
:>ncrc'lscd ?'1d at the end of tl"e montn It Ylas i'e.Lt tnat tne~' ,\,le~e too far 
oaCK. 

~~~D.-1.TiVl~~:.l. Trlc carrYlnz of aLl.. extra C.Lotrung In CorqJ:1Ll;,r SU1JP·Ly" 
;r~n'tl.Oile:l ~.n last mont.tl t s Journal. nas beer, l..lcorlJorated J.. n all front l:Lne 
Co:ny.:..rnes resuLt:'.nz J.n an c,'lOrmous reduct...LJll :Ln the clua:ltitles of rscluJ..sltJ..ons 
'~::-'3J..nJ: ~'lDl'Utted fo;;.' cJ..otianc by -:'h~ CO!_1~a.nJ..es. The on.Ly proiHer.1 confront;Ll1g 
"c'JIese CCi::~)li!1J.es was t·leLC1undr.i"" .robJ..eHl. It was dlscovc1'ed tnat tne .Launcl1'Y 
:)OJ.r.t as:>J..Jned tms U:u.t was '!andlJ.i1.s; too much worK and sOll..edl..aun~· was 
:1ctllne:i 0:- theJ":'. for as .Long as sJ..::te 3n da~,:s. Trlls )rob.Lem. was so..ved by 
U.;3ln'"' 

~ 
_LA.llndr·.' 

~ 
um.ts attacr!ed. Gu eVac'.l3.tJ.on l-Jo':>pJ.t:llS Vi:.O dld not have norK 

- t 

SI")u.:,;r. to !{eo::7 th8",;, busy. 

~. .;)'~ffJ..Clent l.J..:;rltins eqUJ.r-ment J..S not authorlzeci th~ 
CO"l:J~vnes In ~·~:·tJ.ne!1t TjOG.;.t:!;' s. It :U; recommended that a IIlJ..r.imurn of two 
CJ.sO.LJ.. ne 1.3l1te~ns be :.iut:1or:l.zed eacn .Ll..ne ccm,:Jat\;r C1I'lQ four for each of 
headr!uart.ers GIld .;)(';':'','1.C3 Co:o'.,an,-cs aIle:.. one for lwi.ed:c.c2..L DetachI!1.ent. 

3. The fOl..Lo'.'lln.; l.tems, as authorJ..zed. by current 'l'jO&El s are 
not oel.n.::: 1,'sed and are superf.Luolls l 

Jt;."1;,r hr Forces: 
Inter--u1'crai'i:, COllvl'Ol. l.aJilpS. 

(,;nenuC3..1 vL...r:'arQ ~erv:i.ce: 
1iasl(, gas, opt:J..cal. 
.des.Hrator, dust, llIl.-;.c 

E;li;,?l..near: 
Camo'.lf.Lage ~uJ..?ment, Set No. J 
l.i3.ri'::er, J.u:ninous, radio-active, 'rype I 
ue,:loll tJ.on bJ~"G.lpment Set No.5, I!ldJ..vJ.dual 
'reLlr'.Let, .illl,ap, li.-2 

http:I!ldJ..vJ
http:erv:i.ce
http:lwi.ed:c.c2
http:CJ.sO.LJ
http:eVac'.l3.tJ.on
http:CCi::~)li!1J.es
http:CO!_1~a.nJ..es
http:resuLt:'.nz
http:s..~.LU""!..Jw
http:cr,a:�l.3e
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u:::ci. •..nce: 
l":L'ldE:l', Runge) m';iil.l. 

LacnCllGr, ::" ocl:et, ~'£, 1Ii'i 
l:J.OUrlt, Ro.r:88 F:1.r.der, lIO.i.;5t) 
iaaunc tler, urenade J Carbine 

*'ia.nl·:, Ligh t, 7T/ ar;r.orme~t 

::j4ua_'t8rm3.ster: 

':'usI.'ender.:3, beLt, .iitJ.l.;,Jb 


.;)l llla..!..:. 

li\l.s:um.Le ~Uj.r)fn~;nt, RC-4P -{Ta:1 J) 

i'idg Set J 1.-:238 (Tank) 

ParlcJ. Set) aP-J---G 


~-jv-D 


Radio ~8ts, SOR 5v1 


*' Rec:ommend lde<il.ur:1 Ta.r.ks be sut-stltuted or L:t.[;ht Tanks v;itr. l'leapOn3 .Larger tr~a.n 

, 37ml1.1 Gun. 

HRecorrunend paratrooper t;rpe b~ subst:-...tuted Sl:lC9 most tQ..."1kers [-,ave cb..scarded 
PlstO.l be.Lt and nuw earry ~ cnd paol~e:t In t.~lell· ,t-iocket. 

J<-'~ 
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SIDNEY COHi:N, 
Capt,. 702d fk an,
S-4. 

R
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H.l:',;t~UJ.J.1.f~" 7U2nd TANK BaTiL'ALION RESTP'CT~n 
Office of the Supp~r ptflcer 

gO 140'3, u. S. Army 

25 January 1'145 

SUJ3J.EX;T; Gr:'.tica.L Shortages 

'.co ; Ordnance 01'f1.cer" bvth I:lfa.ntry~ D:.LVl.Sl.on 

J_. ',i.'he fOl-l.oV::ln.s items of Ordnance eqmpment are sel-ected crltlcal 
snortages ~XLst:L.n,::, 
tn3 amOU!1t p.enmn[; 

Hi tnJ.S 'Orgarll.zatl.on and represent OHJ.,Y 
on Ordr:a.'1ce Rec!,UJ.sl.tl.on. 

a pOl't:Lon ,of 

h 4~4 hos e, gas, acetyle;'le" 
wI fi tt:Lng, 1/4 1.nch, 

extra f.Lex 
.Ler.gth 25 fto .L 

Pord .I::rlg.l.U8 parts 

FJ..xtnre, 
}J\Lu.J_ng 

tra.Cl: cunllect:Lng and ..LJ..nK 
25 

l'1-1"e Irons 

'I'U!JC.s, 6w :x. ..La b 

i':Lres) ,Ll.UU X 2u 4 

Lr 

~'rttcnes, Y!rLc:t (au jewe.Ls) 
(Hace1.vcd j watc'18S, .oc:<:et 
Wd-GCi, e0, ·.vrl:::t 

~_n .L:L3U of 
2h 

L 

http:Vl.Sl.on
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j 

'1001. ~et, GC!leral .III.ccham;cs .I • , 

Tool. .::)et, ~rt1..u,ery kcch3.rncs .L 

.i.. 

~ Free~e (Prectone) gel.•. loW 

~. hnt.1.-i'l'ae3e u;. the above-. cluantlt., 1.5 grcJ.t.L;; needed .b:' tbis 
Orgonlzatl.O!i, re(;i,uest that ll':1:nedJ..a<t.e steps be t:iken to obtiJJ...n It. 

'::)ID1~J. CUhi!l~ 

Capt, ,/U 2rld. '£K En 
.:)up~.)..t.;,' (;ff'lcer 

f. 
\ ....... 
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HEAQQUARTmiS, ?02nd TANK BATTALION 
O~fice of the Supp~,Orr~cer 

APO 114u), U. s. I.rmy 

25 January 1'145 

SUBJECT: Cr1t1caJ. Shortages of .;:)J.gnal E:a,w.pruent 

TO ; SignaL OffJ.cer, csuth In!antry 1>1V1s10n 

.1. The fOJ.l.OWl.flg 1 terns of sJ.gnaJ.. Equ1pment are seLected crJ. tical.. 
Shortages 8nst1ng in thJ..s Orgarn.zatl.on. 

AxLe, RL-.1.25 1 

.AxLe, BL-Z I J. 

Cover J Be-Yo ?5 

Dyne.m.otor, W-3'I 31 

Dynamutor, DM-j, j 

Flasnllght, TL-1.22 L20 

Lantern~~l.ectr.lC, portabLe hand 1.) 

Test Unlt) I-J.'(b 5 

Tu.be, V1'-J.b4 


. " VT-J..bj 


lvia.:ul"tenance eq~pr::entJ u.,-.:..3 

66 

II ilL J.4.L) '1/ case Cd 1.5u 60 

4 

~. Thls unit. :L8 very much 1n need of dynaoilotors, DM-){e 'rr,:::.!!sJ:(LttE)rs 
recal ved. from ;;i..:q;naJ. Supp.t.y were J!iJ.nus ~·na.motor·3 ":ih::i_Ch '9l'event,s 1JneJ;"! of 
be.Lltg of any use. it~uest nece33ar~' actlon b::;; taKen to a;:.:?~cU.te tr.:J..s lterr. 
In the r;,uanti ty as stlown abcve. 

S:LDl'rEY COrlEl-J 
fJapt, '1v?..nd Tanx En 
Sup:)ly Ofl~ cer 

http:a;:.:?~cU.te
http:V1'-J.b4
http:Lantern~~l.ectr.lC
http:RL-.1.25
http:Orgarn.zatl.on
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25 Januar;,' i.~145 

'n..; Ol'I.LCe 01' (,n8 i):.... VlSJ..OIl 
/ 

~uartannJ.ster) iSuth lnfantr.y DiVl::non • 

.i.. J:'i,e l'J.i.",U',,:LL"; ";':3 .,;. s!ioriJage list of cr:ttlca~, l :'ems eXlstJXlg In 
thiS rlatt,J.llon. 

udCK8t, l'i.E:l.d 

S~ze~ )4-iL e'3.• 

e3.. 
ea. 

~u 

40 
52 

:;'!1oes J SerVlce 
Slze: '(~EEJ i:5;:;Effi, 

LU2~ 
lJon-tarlff sizes: 

11~AA, 128, 
1.2~D, .L2~E 

I;I~~, 

12~B 

Ha.J.l1coC'l1, 
;:):1. ze: L.arg0 ea. 4'0 

TI Z I j~l.•~.~ 

:£0'11.3, Geneva ConveLt~on, Red Gros s B:.:'ushes; 'urlna.L type 
:3untlngJ kinb~Jla1::e and rnark3r 
w! staff. '9a. 4 ~61e::tor,~~ua.Llflcatlon card. 

""ot, cooi-::, wuunta:w tY1Je for outfJ. 1:. C()(~K.l..ng Calld.ies 

l~ t.3 J oarber e'i. 4 

SIDNEY COHl!1~ 
Capt, '1U2nd Tk Bn 
SUpp.Ly Oi'f'lcer 

http:0f::1.ce
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-RESTRICTl­ .~~ 

TA.BLES FUR S-l Smn:ARY 

PRISONERS OF WAR CAPTURED 

. PW1sDXTE 
*iii *iii 
22 Jan 42­
**** **** 

TOl'AL 42 

RES T RIC TED 
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. REPLAC:!'1=ENTS RECEIVED 
'(Including Hospital Returnees) 

DATE NO. 
1 Jan '1 
iHHH* *** 10 Jan 5 
~*** *** J2 J:n 8 
****** *** 1.6 Jn 22 
17 Jan 6 
*~IOf** *** 20 Jan 4 
~ i''** 
23 Jan 2 

"********* 25 Jan 38 
iHHHHH(­ i:** 
2B Jan 1 
*'IHHHHI- ~HHf-

30 Jan 4 
-iH("**** *** " $ •.0"...-,.. : 

'roTAL 91 

TARLE NUMBER 4. 

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

Decorations awarded from 1 January 1<.l.5 to 31 Janual';y 1~5, incl. 

NO. 

2 Silver Star ~edals. 
T Brorrz e star Medals. 
T Oak Leaf Cluster to Bronze Star. 

Purple Heart Award.2f- (l.s t) Oak Leaf Clus ter to Purple Heart. 
2 (2nd) Oak Leat Cluster to Purple .Heart.-

t/Jr~.~,A
WILLIAM B. JAOO.rvv 
Capt, 762d Tal1k]Bn, 
5-1. '--­
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SUBJECT: Atter Actien Repert- February 1945. 

TO .
• The Adjutant General, Washingten, 25, D.C. 

1. In complianoe with paragraph 28, seotien III, !damerandum 

#64, Headquarters 80th Intantry Divisien, APe 80, U. S. ~my, the 

tel10winc cemments, ebservationa and reoemm.endatiens are submitted: 

a. EQ,UIPlmNT: 

(1) 	 Thirteen (13) reoket launohers (T-~) were re­

oeived and installed en M-. tanks. In addition 

ene medified launoher was installed en light 

tankM-5. This vehicle has net been reoeived te 

date. 

Ca) The launohers were broken down ., ., 5, te 

the medium oempanies. ~ 
o::x..-,;(b) The method ot operatien satistacterily C­

\standardized in this tank battalien and infantry <0-: 


divisien is to have the targets (500 X 600) 


che.en by the Intantry CT cemmanders, pesitlens 


chesen by the"tankers", and surveyed in by DivI­

sien ArtIllery. The rookets are tired en request ~~ ~ 


.t the Intantrl and checked ••r triendlJ per~1 

clearance by theDIv1s1en Art111er1 '.D.C. \~\ 

(0) over 3000 reunds have beeB tired at vari.u. \~ 
type. et tarle~8 ever varied terrain with exoellent 

result•• All amaunitiea is tired with 50 per cen' 
- 1 ­

( 



!" "·r, I" ,:' • ," : 'fe, 

\ ;:';'. .~ :' '-', 

" ?er-quiok and '50 peroent 41-.'''' ay ,fuze 

!ii~~~.__ 
,ld) With inoreased praotioe,'the peroentage et 

failures to fire has decreased te approximately 

3 peroent per lead (,0). 

(e) Resupply and reconditiGning of the rockets 

is a maj~r probl~ and facterin the seleotion 

of positiens. 

(f) Maximum .bserved range obtainable was 4:600 

yards. 

(g) This Battalion and the supperted Intantry 

Reg1ment cemmanding Otf1cers are highly in tavor 

of the rocketso pW reports indioate the epposite 

impressi~n by the Germans. 

(h) Wbile the deorease in fighting power of the 

medium tank company is appreoiated, it is felt that 

in a separate tank battalion eperating w/ an Infan­

try DiVision, this factor CAN be overoame by the 

installation on the light tank (M-5) and the 

reinforoement Qf the medium company by ene plateen 

or this company so equipped. 

(1) The T-34 is invaluable as a 018se support 

weapon against tewns and enemy ocoupied woods. 

(2) 	 1/4 ton trailers: 

Throughout operations every pessible etrert has 

been made to feed all men three (3) h.t meals a 

day 0 The addition to the TIE or each oompany in 

Tlo & # 17-25 of ene (1) 1/4 ton trailer to oarry 

hot water heating unit and cans, insulated would 

- 2 	 ­



,.' 1'­

3ur. 	all men reo.iving ti. ;'2) hgt meals durinaRf.Sl"' f~T~; ~ ,;j 

aotual .perations. No inorease in any personnel 

or equipment ether than this addition is neoessary. 

(3) 	 ,AJmlunition: 

75mm and 76mm oanister is highly desired for woods 

as well as· .pen fightinc. 

(~) 	 company truoks: 

Eaoh cempany must have tWG (2) o~mpany truoks, the 

CGst of the vehicle will be m2ny times repaid by 

the saving or clothing and equipment gained. (8ee 

Atter Action Report for January 1945). 

(5) 	 76mm GUIIS on M-4 Tanks: 

Less flash is imperative in order tQ enable the 

tank oommander to sense the burst. A temporary 

expedient ef a muzzle brake issue fer guns now 

on hand is desirable. 

- 3 ­



i+.u'hl ~~b ~t· ...
nl': ....,.: 1 "'.rOh 1,.,.5 

...'. . J .. ....:,. ... 

~." 

_:U\1QQ...1 • -:.um9a Qr !.tP.t:!U2D! _L~::.3l. 

flo>Co :: .• ;"~ -. ~ ! •· ..n.C'\J~;.ry too 4 .... ebMlllry 1945 r6tmd ,,:"6 bH\.\allon 
"(.l.\~~"'1b1. _-;.;:1 ~f~: v!~l~r;l', or h.lt.llns,·er oonduoitn;:f !!la.\ntflnanoo or 
····,Io,'~l ... ~. ~r·~~I"·''''bt11''tt1::>n. ~nd P1."'1l0l.i08 ftr1ne; or ralnrorO(t~tln'8. 

~;..,··:tn1 '"$fJ - ..eu :"ond., 
;~}.,., ..... n' .,., "';'~)I~ ,....:}.'.nH'ii1r 

.:":' ."'V • .y",rll n1. CA e - "}:::>1l'; M n~e 
: .. jI;' I •.J~1 ;!.' ~l 1011 nst,t,U" 

(.n ';·~};,"1..H;"\f i.. :-,i'G .i"" .. llon ~o'lyed ~'it}l~! ... rJer i-.o. 30, :,.,,0.­
~''i1r\''r's .?Ct,·; :-.fGf'ltrr . iv181.on. l'h_ 13C'~1 ",lvis1:m ie1n:.:'ol"Ct;!;;:: W•• \0 

:.\tt.f.,;.~k C702:'" /~~~:'t"a~:1'~45, croae l:Hr end Jeuori.1Y~,·•• lir~liIah ''''a 
. ~.':~'rri··3 ... !', ,\ ·:~'!.t~.!'~\;"~ t:'i" ~tt.~11t \0 ,;~, nor\}"".,it\. 70Jd .i.knlt 
-:,t!.~~ll·r~':. ... ,::.... .:.~:'1J ... ' ··,,'.\e .ttac'1.,o ,,, 1;;0'11 313t.", (nt'auU41 .tlgi;:'!(!!'nt., 
~'j '1:'1 ;;;a.I1/ \ .. ~"': ~~. ,.: t",) t.' I-i! ~ l')t ~ 1nr. ~l'L'y .,~~ t ~."},,. .t'"" re.'!llli.nder 
.?~. l,).:••· .. \,·~ .. l:,. r;~.~ t:; elfti~·l.~e all Iva,11"bll"' ~f'..~a\;;on8 for ['11'$ on 
t. .. rp:~\B>·(II:~,t. of' t~~ ~.:ur an1 ~..uet· \lyer•• 

, . . !.. " " I'.n '~O·""-n~!,;;J·." ,,:'t""; t~(t llboye d'lc1 vr.1or, ";o-n.:anlee u ana .­
''''''lV-,) t,.' " ..... 1:"').1""'" ;.I· ..~'Y' ..·tt·p·.... ·<\i1y ... ,"o"'b·t> t~·,_",I.>,l ;""Zlf\bC,l'l ;.... ylna.• .... '" .. . ,_. . ~" ... ", g _........ '" W... ~-I .'. '" . iii" ..,. • ... V'V"'-.tI.wv Q 


tD ,;"aur':)rt.; .n·~ ., ,;" ,;0"'1911,D1 \0 ~tt't.~n~iort. ..;o"rlpany rt • ." reportf~J '0 
~l '2,t,l-} ','1 '91 :, .. ,~'.1.:'; 117 ~~."t. ..l~·on t: re'nfero't t.hl:" f11'e of t.J--.at. un! ,_ 

'0"',111" • '.'/ r~;ln l"\ '~'l \0 ;..,j'1ua..t.,?ra -'1 ~\'" ');r''teo11 'i.r1\111Ilu.,. ·8a' ­
\:"1"'". 5 ":~~r"!",..,. :i:itO of 1t.s [ilat.oonas r::ur. one sect-lon ot 105..... 
":':"J!'!I~lt ..7';~r, ·.!r.,1~" ~.oe·1 In 1l1.i1;'''(jt::t tire ~lO~1tton6 ttl') l"'elr:forae 'ne 
t"tM ,·r ~~~ ··."·l~' 'loM~ll.H·i. nUt re,.ln1nB "lat.oon ftred <llr'8cu tire 
~1.s~l :me on :~t, 1 :-'0 :{I~'" it) oa,o. "0 rosa thr, ~. Ul"-;lVfJr 1'1'0'" pe.1 \lc,na 
"'(1~) t ~we?t, .~ I/O '() .,~:~ i'.I:-f' • :'b,. ..#":;o",pant con' Inu r:td oarr.f 1 .,~ Ii! out. ,~·o abo.,. 
~:!ltl] lIt .··.1:{.,:·'~ !;It "'·'1.~'!n ,1m,,, 1;, '3 l)n'.t. \{:H~ .":;~'Htd to ~h8 "311th 
:nfllnt.r.f ·~f.lI7.\rt!~n\' ant.~ aa:,:,.,<r..ble-: in ~.ataUrOl"". pr.-,p.rHd \0 move ao'Z'Oaa 
t<~ -~\l~r ""v~;: at. .. ~.·~l~~.~:~n on r.;.:f5imftJ'!tal or.·~.r. l'hd ':o,.pany \'!IOye(J 
;.4Jrt)1i6 t.~l'-' !'1Y,H' '1:'; .;ebl'":]:>'!:'Y too &;1 g.fHJ~""1)11 RNa 1n 'he Ylo1n1', tJt· 
..oC 3420. 

rt-tj :'Oi'l;'3ni r~"'a.\ned in tl1tB t8~""bl1 arell un'1} 18 i'ebftlal'J' 
14"t 1e 'h., :)olfpany orrl oera oon~uat..d roU\fJ 2nd '."'r,l"ylm.~n' rer.lonnala­
Danoe w1\.!;1n _~H~ .'.~j.(111~n\al .~O!'Ht of .A.!!.,ano_ • 

.... , O/~U(., .i3 :··"brul!'.~ 1)4~. t.:~ft ";o""~..nl a'\.eksd nOMh tro. 'he 
--IIC'"'' !~1 ytltr 1r. .UP!J~M of '1\e ~17'h lnt&Jl'...,. the .'''aak CIOIl'lftue4 
un\!1 t.'1t J5th. of t~:,rual'1 an"' :lur1.ntt t.!1~ Jompl."o o'Pera'!on ,"'; • 
.Jo",-;:>an, use1 \"'0 .,lat.oona lforlrlng 010••1J .1.'11 ,h.·••••ul'!ft €: b."al- ,# 

10n. wh11., t~J "~lrc ;>l.,oon =ountlns 'he f34 rock.' l.unohera tum- \ '1 
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fl." on t.iH· ..·,'!\.,~~!r:)!3(\ t'19 riVf!tl" fm~ [lOs1ttotl81n t.· vL~~':11~f ~,f 


·)1 ~.lbQn){.' '\ ~ ill 3. t.oon I ~6 t T'Of -'i o:~~ """.'" '''If r.. d'l"'" 1 t" .• r, f,l r. -1110 t, f> Hlk 

f"OtJ t'1s '/},1;.1C>tl • 


... .ILl ::,1 h 1:,.) n ......") v 21 ~ :'\"'(j'~ ,) eA.' t f''1·'''t ., '1 to "'~, 1<. t ; ~ ~'. f . ,'1..;.!·t c . 

to Jtj11n;·v1{; <lV' ~."!!¥ -,1.anlon..,1' ':r-,t;·-,t.;>. V'f~ 1· 1'F; :;1t~~. 


toon: 0.J,]u:l;c,) t,~i.8iOgi"1 ..n tmt.t.l J'~ ,'e .n;'·L") ~1. ",:I{);. 


t.~fJ t'lv~r ,'itt,' t··~ ~;,'jt i)f t,~,!, Cl(')~v~,!t1'. 


,. ,-~ ,'.,,'. \"1 •. '4 ~. C'LvtJt' t, ....'> """'1:>9'1 r "'l 'I~~;' I .:,; l'-l . .'1'1 t:'..):: 0 (' ~\';ljl' 

t.~1ke l~~l.;:·:.!t. a~;;;~~:r':' ~)' ~-!c:.:Jtl of to,",., t h'CL bf.j,i.t, .. 1~C:118'" ~l. t·~ 
four ~."~.''''- ·•·.. yt.\n,.·. .l'~4 roolr·."t 19.ur.rj~~N3 !'"<!'1I.lI~:" ~·.·t!",·:t;.:ll 
Jcn +.1"(...~. 

J.: •• ~~.. , . .It1"ll~_ ~_,1,:'~.1 .~. '~'1~"" 1 ." :'.' ~ ·-,~~:"! •. l t"~ ,'; ,~.~,,:,.,-,)::. ~~, . 'r' ~ ,li~) ":."11:!.'.: i 1J.' ~ It,... ! ".j ...} • 

,.~.tt.~t"17" ·,.1 ~ ,Ii, ,. of ,~.,:, -:,~i1th. l"e :'~_rqt ·4.flt~~~,.> ~ ~. l"~'J ~1 ~vkn­

~1 ng w1'" ~l t;;,~ to ': :'~ O~ t. t.a.l.lon o!' t:,tt '11t. .~ f').t n <. r, '. r" ":'J":' t.r rc .'1':~ ;""f r~"~ tin8!)J" 

9P~.~J.t ~'r ~r ~"~'Or t~~~••t'~~~•. 
;;(Htl~' n:' ',', d t.. ~nft =' 1. 9to~r~ Em~;n t. t~·~ ",:. t :'-: :!'l~e.n t. 1"7 

ba t. t.llo!'1~. ',t. t '11 "!:tj ',/1 t ~ -l(J.!!1 ~an\ nort:, t .t"o'''' .~ t. ,; .J~~ u' l' .. h: e 1:' b r 1 ; ?B.­
1')111 on to..,'! 1 't. O)f :;·~br"';Qry. ;,'1'3 r..~'::,n::'i{~~:'"'~:r.U"I. :~;~'·'~n;.!t. ·,..t(~r'''hled 
t"1It!!l1. t *1:i. at:' 1]1" t.. :, ".' ?~ t' r..11~:obru. rot R t. w t· ~. t" ":" i,;. ',# '...c ,rr;8 ~)r . l.ll-. 
t.1ng.n.';.~~t.t~:ldC~r•. ," 'PI '~'1j ·lfy.?'~"';'i2'~:~I.l:·· .~~ 1 h'."'~ "'l~)r-,' • 

'n"~',~','l'Q!"IV .",::,~,~; ~t' :Sf!l •. t""'~,,"f ~···~J!\["lA.rJ r:'l' ou:!'-:;rt~(\ t.~• 
..,191'." ,~nfR.nt,..,:! bv r~""'~:1·+."~~i~·:';"'''1 :'(If'\~''e!'l~' r)'r; t···~ ',;~nt. :)1r\11 or 
t,",e r1v8r. i'ffo :"lflt l :lIl'" i;"'~-"")''''.'{~: :;'1; ~:·!.i~O ,'f' t''(1) ,,·'>t.h /t·:-l·j .r\', ­
111_ry Jat.t911onr:'·' ,'? :,'n ! ...... ·:)·~t;'l)n I/m:';x:rt.~ it'} :;r;:~crd bl'lttq11on 
of' .,1S',", l?:r"nt~', !':" q ('.. .,to, r,,,,,,, ""'0'" "OAl. !·'.:.Te ! r (H~:-'Or1"•. 

'l'~~ '" r't~t .'71 1'; y. t,l-. or t .. ~ .;Q"!pary (.roRS~~' t·-! r'~ v('~~ 1;( tebrU8 roy 
w"'en one ;~lat.oon .!t":);.O:>; tll t, l vl'!jr.lt,;", of all'.]!;' .j;,;'f. ':'t-.18;·1at,oun0..,,1.".0 V·,," t!'"\~('; c·d.t.n.o,; 'In r'~~u~lnlJ p1.11boxes rHH..tL",~ut. 01' ,·al1en­
dort. 

rh. 3191. "1 Int&n\ry at.t.R.Jlired north l'r'Om 1 t.~. ",rUH~r ·.lyer.. tr1.J;ehead 
o60C, 18 F~bru.ry, wlt.!1 t.~~. r ••' or t.~~. aot."1 .... lvl.1on. en. pla\.Oon ot 
Jo!lP&ft1 ".;ff, 70~d i'a.nk ata"a11on, au!:>.'taot'ed fto e.oh _"a110n, wI\h 
,~~ ~ok~t ~~n. tn sane~l support. 
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Cb.Pft.d_. tahlt' aDa l'(lec1.r.~e~_ bad,' 01..... • t ..... 


Coapaft1 II ::" had 'WO 'aaka dl","l04 -.s..a 'bta ~u.. 

, 

AtugmUtU 1'9 r!t. DIM lDr~tll PIGIAI , 
... 1'~. 702~ 1'&1111 _'''lloa ,....t.... ONeN ".. a......... .Gl ;"~ 
",0..". on 21) rebrual"J l~ ,hat 1\ ... 4e\MM4 ,... , .... ~G;.',:,' 
~lyl.lon anc a"\&~h~ .. ,~ ,,'h lataa\J7 Dl.l.lea.\::\~..: 

trw b& \t'!i.lion ft. 1...,,1&'-11 "'''led ill .101Jd', .t .ltel.... 
g8f§eo and moyc': t.o an a••Mbl,,!p ~ r....b••lle. ,be alsh' .t 
~ ""ruary. J.'~ Df.?xt 'IOmloc A, "a t aa4 "IJ" Jo1lPll\1ee were a'__ 
aOhcd \0 ,~e ~35'h. )04\h. and .17 h Iaran\r.F· Resl...,. ,.....'1••11. 
and advAnced .d. ttl thea eou'~,,' tN. '.reohw.l1e.. _ ,he 41"'"\0-.* Trier &nt'l 'he ~:o••l ttl..... ftd' .'~.ok ft' ,.'lU la PN..... 
• , 'h••,\,1 of \hi,! .onfth•. 
.o;lkblY It.t. 1 )'".4"-:>:&;\); .C 28 rfil:W4JX ISH' 

lom;.&r.y l"-..ai.! one platoon 8' lip' t.anb o.....,~ wl\b .....,I :,' 

of \n. ••,Hum tank oo .. pl.ftl•• 'hl'OU be", ,.... _n\b.e ' 

!hfS batt.a'!1on was c11..1ulpped wlt.h :," i~ck.' 1..a~tth.!1. ""11 '§
:'~bruar:, 1-,lthtour .'uoh launohora _41'\ goinG \0 "A'. "a , &ad.".: 
Jotlp!lnlca. 

It. waf, roun! dt1rlD~ t...,••".ek...lou! t.nd no"h or ,he Su.. . 
:~1Y.r t.n.\ t..~eue ;'Ock.'s oan tumlah yerr .ttee'l•• ..".... , ... " 
'n..UNOt r~ re ro"lt.tona Ju.' 1ft Nar or ,he adTanolrs, ,....... tM 
~8n1ltn.1 Pl"'1~t. 'I. (J\l IIIft8 to 1'1ao. 'he Noka" wader i~C1~ c.,..,. 
so t'-'. eould b8 uap.(1 l\nywht~Pe 1a 'he 1"81__ta1 z.oaa "twa ....... 
'-18 'c t.'fllr 'tfL'. (;1s;'ttrelon t,h~1 aN "ract.!o.llr vor\hl....., ... 
")o~n' t ..~et~, hut, are y • .." .t1"fto'1..... in break~ up \Nep ...... 
':. rn.t ion;; lr. \;oo(Ja ,,:- t.O'!-tne. 
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int:; the \lae of !Wt,l-cli.11. on per1.scopee and tele.copea. C04l1).w.ie. were &1.­
an ia:;u.tI of anti-dial. for thi" pu.::pcIse nUl .ec...tul x-.8Ult•• 

Cla•• 1111 

a. ~o ,articular proble.n.a •.;countereci. Distanoe to DM.p 
too gre.t fer a &mall periou of Lime. 

Cla•• IV: 

a. Poat .:::xcllange it....re i88Qt1C1 _eb .:.)Wldny or the MOf&Ul. 

b. Com:WJ.N t:avicli aocwnalat.ecl p~ It..u which an 1n GO.. 
or tl.e.i.r use ht:.ve U t:n i:.vt.rncted to turf! aaM it.. into 3-4. Lb., an 18 
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AMber 01 d.1ttieal.t es on transportation. 
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1.6 cu. ft. capacit1 .took nllllber 6O-C-U7S wb1_ 1a Oft autborlHCl 1& 
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type, 4 .. ft., " -engine c1r1v"'i ateak n1llUe1" "-C-1180. lbe eo.p......r 
presentlY authori. 1s muct. too bi& tor the __t et • .nice it. peI't.... 
It thi. ohaItce wu ut.hor1zec1 it WCMllA attOl"d .... .paM 1.0 t.he ftb1~ 
that corrj tMe it ot.·iuipillent &Ad the n.. "¥P8 coapressor ..14 Rrft 
\he __ pvpo_. ftds Oriarll&at101l 1. uthon.. a tot.al ot t1" (,) _ 
t.Ae b&a1••e mmt.!b ad. aboy.. . 
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;'...i;O 403 U. S. Am,:y 

16 Ueroh 1945. 

Initials ~ 
In~elligenoe S~£7-702nd Tunk Battalion-FebruarY 1945. 

In the month ot ~ebruary, the ~ln act10n ot the 702nd Tank 

Battalion oentered around the ~Igrreid Line breaobing operution 

onrr1e~ out by the 80th DivI.ion 1n the v1cinity o~ the'r~r.man 

t01Wn ot '~'al18ndort. During the initiel stege. of the operation

this bette lion did not enRBge the enemy, and the only enemy aot­

lvity reported by units ot this oommand was sporadio artillery, 

mortar, and nebelwerter tire. An increased used of the nebel­

.:erfer b~· the eneI~1 to augment his velume ot fire WitS reported

throughout the month. 


Our tanks first cro8sed the 3Uuer alver on 12 FcbrUCiry, ct.cd dir ­
ectly enguged the enemy. They were found to be very effective 
in driylng the enUJ InsIde theJ.r pillboxes, and in supporting 
the adv8Doe of our c~ibined infantry-demolition teama. Initielly
oAll German Volkagrenldier unite were oontaoted; the DOst tmpor­
tant bei~ the 352 va DIv., the 79 VG Div, end the i VG Div • 
.t\t'tempting to relieve the 352nd, the ~60 va Div. also engeged our 
troop.. On the 17th, • new type or .armored, self-propelled ,1\T 
0.. the Hetzer w_ eDgage4. This i. essentially 8 high velooity 
'1~ sun mounted on a moditied Uk. V oarriHge. '11th very slopina
front plete. and aponaona. The gun haa a very limited traverse 
eQd 1. meinl7 traversed by oppoaite rotation 01' the tracks, en­
abling the gun oarrier to turn in pl~oe. This gun is part of the 
orgaaizetioaal equipment ot the I..T Bn. 01' the va div1alon, end 
has been u.e4 ve~ suooessfully 8a an entraping weapon in defen­
.tve tactios. ' 

Oa li February, element. 01' the 2n4 ?z. Div. were oontaoted by
tbe division on our right. Within a tew ,4a7a ell eleAenta or 
tbe armore4 divIaIon were oont&cted by th1. unit. Althoush th18 
or~anlzatlon was to be the counter attack toroe Bayed to ~.aault 
a~j unit able to break through tbe Line, 1t laoked suffloient 
~r to untold a reel b1itzkrelg. Tbe attack resembled an latl1­
tlNlt ion , aDd WElB easl1y held and, thrOllD b8Q~,_ Th, baste al~o.e4 
weapon 01' tbis unit _e IIi. V. f .. nuaber or--Mk. V • weN <Ib, their OWll ore..' when they were 8urroWlde4,a04 out or gil.. The 
eGemJ e.ldenoed a laok or ga., and orten bad to uae bl. tank. In 
"4US la" positions or 98 an A_ult Oun or AT SUIl would be used. 
Ai no 't1me were tanka u.e4 111 a ma•• 8ssault. 

- 1 ­
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Throughout the peri,od mlDea (both AT a.... AP), taAk obataol••• 
~nd demolitions were used exten81Yely. Hoed 00841tlon8 were 
olso in tbe GermaA8 taYor. tor the oouatl7sicle could boa.' 
very few payed or w1de roa4.. Thl. laok of • good roe4 Ae' 
seems to ha"e beeA purpo,etul GO tbe ellell7'. part, but n. 
not completely effect1.e In haltlac our a4.8.". 
The morale of the enemy troop. faolA1 us constantly deter­
io~ted throughtoa, the perlod. But a small minority. gen­
erelly thoae in oontral. olung to the tbeor, tbat In some 
manner German1 would wln. 
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HE~UAR'lERS 

,. 

702ND TANK BATTALION .. 
APO 403, clo P(',S:L1STER. NE\'[ YOR;~) ~TF,:[ YORK 

13 Aprj.l 1~45 •. I 

SUPJECT: 	 After Action Renort - March 1945. 
/ 	 . 

ro 	 '!he Adjutant r,.eneral, v,ar Department, 7!'a.shin[:ton 25, D. C. 
(Thru: Command ~.n.s (jeneral, 80th Infantry Divisi on, A:PC ~(), 

U. ~. A !';.:~:) • 

1. Tn canpliaJ"ce "nth par::l.et'::I.ph 20, section III, }:iel~or9.n<1\1..rr #64, 
F{ead·:uariers 80th InfrmtrY'!)ivision, APO 80, U. s. Amy, the fol.lovr111.g 
cor!11nents are submitted: 

a. 	 No particula.r chanee in Tlo or TIE for this unit ·other 
than those enllmert.ted in y:>reviOJ.s After !,ct-;on Reports. 

b. 	 No items of general i.nterest are 

l.ie"J.tenent CrJlonel, 
70?rd 'T'?!1k R.-3.t t aJ. ion, 
CO!"!:'r:'· nd"ine. 

http:par::l.et'::I.ph


00, 80Iih W. Div. 

RE r-T" V~:' -, ,it: 
Date: 1 April 1945~.llaO, ... J 

AFT1Jt ACTION lUjPCRT - M\RCH 1945 

section I - sunute.r;r of Operations (S-,3) 

The 1st of ll:1.rch found the' 702m Tank Battalion attached. to the 76th Infantry 
Division. The Division \'laS at this time engaged on the drive South to TriEK" and 
the lloselle Hiver from the vicinity of Ferschvreiler (L14 J,1). 

Dur:il1g the above mentioned operation the Companies were attached to the three 
t~egiments of Division as follows: Company A to 3B5th Infantry, Company B to 
.3~th Infantry, am Company C to 417th Infantry. 

The Battalion CP was loca.too. in Meckel (I.J244). 

The Companies continued on this mission until the 76th Infantry Division 
rea.choo. the Moselle ant contactoo. troops 'of the 10th Armoroo. Division on the ,3rd 
l;arch at which t:iJne the ::.i8.ttalion was asseni:>led. in the vicinity of Meckel (I.J244) 
am attacherl to the 17th Armored Group to form a Task Force to be known as Task 
Force Onaway. 

Task Force Onaway was compos~ of the follmving troops: 

Hoo.dquart ers 17th Armorerl Group 
70200 Tank Dattalion 
76th cavalry rleconnaissance Troop 
2 jjattalions of Infantry 
1 Company of ibgineers 
1 Company supported Tank Destroyers 
1 Platoon of l..filitary Folice 
1 Dattalion of Light Artillery 

The 76th Infantry Division ,,;as to advance ~,st in accordance with F .0. J16, 
He..'1.dciuarters XII Corps; II XII Corps advances H Hour 4 lJl.rch 1945, seize Vlest bank 
of ",hine Hiver between Andernach (P7605) and Koblenz (p9095) on two routes with 
the 4th Armored uivision on the left follo\"[oo. by the 5th am 80th Infantry Divi­
sions and the 76th Infantry Division on the r~;ht. The 702m Tank Battalion 
attached to the 17th Armored Group. '1'he 17th Arl1l0red Group Headquarters attached 
to the 76th Infantry Division.ll 

The plan of attack for the 76th Infantry Division \'laS as follows. The ,3a.,th 
Infantry lLegiment to attack the night of .3 U3.rch 1945, establish ani secure 
bridGehoo.d across the Kyll l'dver, vicinity of Kyll (ll741). .Engineers to build 
bridge, to be completed 0600 4 ~.~rch 1945 at lilhich time tanks will cross in 
support of exps.nding bridgehead ani continue advance to the :33.st. 

Due to hoo.vy mortar am. artillery fire oni-he bridgesite and difficult ap­
"[lroaches to the bridgesite itself, the bridge was not completed. until late the 
5 l.l3.rch 1945, at vrhich tjJue the Task Force crossed. and asseni:>led in the vicinity 
of Priest (I2~5) . 
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Usinr a regular Jrilrch form:.tion \;ith tanks leading, ~the Task Force started 
to 2.dvanc~ 1200 6 l'2.rcb 1945 i~o!'th to S~Jcicher (12149) and then Jl.st. The colur:lI1 
.:.civanced a;;2.:Lnst [;1cxlerate artiller:,r fire to a 'position ',j est of the town of 
Herforst (12550) where a crater in the road halted the colur:m. 

Due to nUI.lcrous road blocks o.nd cre.ters, rald.nc the advance by the tanks 
verv dii'ficult the Infantry vms pushed ahead the night of 6 IJ;l.rch 1945 with the 
nis~ion of takin,,; iIerforst (12550) and. continuin[; the att2.ck to :Jinsfeld (L2652 ) 
the next morning. '.rhe tanks were to sup~)ort the attack by fire from positions 
...Ast of Herforst (1.2550) until the route 1ms cleared, at which time they v[ere to 
move vlith the infantry. 

'i.'he attack progressai as planned and Jinsfeld (12652 ) had been cle<:re::l by 
sundown 7 I,arch 1945. 

Two colwnns COLk)Osed of an Infantry :3a.ttalion and one Tank Company 1.iere used 
in continuir\s the atiack ..;}l.st from Dinsfeld (1.2652 ) the nisht of 7 I~rch 191+5. 
One co1wnn advanced along the route to l..:insi'eld (12652), uiederl.;ail (1285.3) and 
Landcheid (1.3054) while the second colufilI1 moved over the route .;;.;insfe1d (12652 ) 
to Bruck (1.3151). The northern colunm by late afternoon h2.d succeede::l in 
reachinG and clearing Lan.:lcheid (L.3054) while the southern colwnn ..laS still 
having difficulty in rEaching Druck (13151). In view'l of this situation it was 
(lecided to abanion the ei'::t'ort to breal( through on the South and r,:ake an effort 
to seize Durg (1.3255) and the bridGe over the ,:;aIm !Liver located in Jurg (1.3255). 

The 7(2nd 'lank Battalion plus one Company of Infantry attackai Burg (13255) 
'at 1820 B I.arch 1945 in compliance with this decision and. succeeded in capturing 
the town in 20 minutes, hO':rever, the bridGe 'was blown as the advancing troops 
entered the town. 

After the completion of the capture of Llurg (13255), Task l<'orce On'3.Viay was 
dissolved ani the three lledium Tank Companies ati:.ached one to each Infantry 
~~egiment. The Companies thus sup:?orted the advance of the 76th Infantry Division 
mst to ',Jittlick (13954) vlhich 'was enterJirl on 12 1,ilrch 1945. 

On 11 i,arch 1945 th~ Battalion was detached from the 76tll Infantry Division 
and attached to the 80th Infantry Division which was asse;nbling in the vicinity 
of ll.emich, Luxernburg in preparation for a movement jjl.st across the Sauer H.iver. 
'1'he l.:attalion assemb100. in this area late 12 ~,arch 1945 and the three :.~oo.iUI:l 
TanI.. Companies v:ere il:1ffiediately attachoo. to Combat Teams with A Company to CT.317, 
D Comparw to C'1'318 am C Company to CT.3l9. ;... and D Companies moved nithout de­
la;y to forviard assembly areas vicinity of Irsch, 'while C Company rennined in 
i.i-oiling en (p9706) p ending the I:J.ovement forward of the .3l9th Infantry I1.egiment. 

The Dattalion CP moved to Jeurig (Ll5J2) the ni[,ht of the 12 l;~rch 1945. 

COlJPAIJY "All, 13 !J\RCH TO 22 !6'.RCH 1945: 

Company A advancing from Irsdh with t.he 3l7th Infantry H.ee;iment 1.3 l~rch 1945 
assisted the J.~egiment in cleariQ; the tonns of Greimerach (L2407) ani Oberzerf 
(12310) am by the morning of 15 J,}l.rch 1945 'ViaS attackin[:; Scheiden (12705) with 
the 3rd ]Jattalion. Doth Scheiden ani the neiehboring town of,jaldholzbach (12906) 
y.,ere capturoo. on the 16th 1:ilrch 1945 as the 10th Armored Division passed through 
the lLegiment to continue the attack ~st. 
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After the loth flr;!1()red Division had passed throughi'-~he 317th Infantry 3.eg­
i;~lcnt ...:0.S orcierei to <ldvancc behind them am clean out rer:e.inin,r; pockets of 
resistance. Company A noved .;.iJ.st 1'[iti1 them norrra.lly carryin:.c; one Company of 
In;cntry of the l~~d.i~~ elements on its tanks during the rapid advance. Upon 
rec.ching the vicinity of ~)addurkheim (P3l95) 22 tarch 1945 the Company was placed 
unc;er :~tt.:.lion control and assembled in Freinsheim. (1.0401). 

COlJ"'A;JY 1\ prJ, 13 H'liWH TO 22 IJmCH 1945: 

COmp.?-ny D assembled in Zerf (12411) vlith the 31Bth Infantry ucgi.rJ.ent 13 !'}J.rch 
19L~5 an::i one :~la toon VIas sub-attachai to $ch Dattalion initially. 

'i'he 1st Flatoon suo-attachei to the 2m Battalion advance:i to.:eiskirchen 
(13307) on the 1h lI?rch 1945 am were cut off that niGht by Germs.n troops that 
had been by-passed. during the advance. The reneinder of the Company with the 
3rd ~:a ttalion 31bth ini'c,ntry at once movoo. on the town from the Horth '.rest am 
succeeded in reach~~~ it late 15 Lp.l'ch 1945. The Company vm.s reloose1 from attach­
,lent to the 31Sth Infantry i~egim.ent 16 l~rch 1945 and. for the exception of one 
platoon attached to Company C, saw no action between that time am the 22 l.~rch 
1945· 

COLTil.lJY 11 OJ, 13 1,J41.CH TO 22 lAIl.cn 1945: 

CoI11pt3.ny C attached to the 319th Infantry Itegiment had one ~Jlatoon sub-attached 
to each Infantry Dattalion on the advance from Deurig (U512). During the initial 
advance the Compan,Y assisted in capturil'1tc; the towns of Britten (12303), Dereen 
(L24~), Losheim (12801), lJioo.erlosheim (13000) am Nunldrchen (w.3598). 

After the loti.l ArLlored Division passe1 throu,r;h the i{egiment the same sub­
attachments were ret<;,ined am the l'latoons advancai with the respective nattalions 
throu.:;h St. ;Jen::iel (Q5996) and Kaiserslautern (RC29h) to l.~xdorf (R4098). The 
Company v;c;.s asserrbled umer j;attalion control in J?reinsheim (13401) on 22 M3.rch 
1945. 

CQ!.'fPAHY "DII. ;L3 !l\RCH '1'0 22 :ARCH 1945: 

During this period one Flatoon of the Comparv was atta.ched to each B am C 
Companies and operated as an additional Platoon with these Companies. The 2m. 
l'latoon of the COLlpany vas attached to the 80th cavalry :a.econnaissance Troop am 
operated with that Unit screening the flanks of the 80th Infantry Division durins 
its rapid [;love into uernany. ' 

The Dattalion moved from its assembly ares. in Freinsheim (fB40l) on 24 L~rch 
1945 to the nffi', area of the 80th Infantry vivision in the vicinity of T~ockenhausen 
(I,:06l4J. The entire unit conducted rehabilitation of equipment and personnel in 
this ar<:n until 27 l.arch 1945. 

On 27 Hlrch 1945 the ::..;o.tta1ion less Company C assembled just ~st of ~inz 

(;.3856) in preparation for a crossing of t.he nhine River. 
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Ul.1nz (M3856) with the ,17th am ,lath In:t:antry Regiments, lI'hUe at the same time 
the 3,l9th Infantry Regiment was to move aver the Rhine Riv.. through the brjdge­
head- of the 5th Infantry Division ani establish a bridgehead aver the lain River \­
at Bischofsheim (~4~). 

Compa~ C 70lnd Tank Batta;Lion was to support by tire the crossing of the 
319tb Infantry Regiment aver the Mlin River. Companies A ani B were to support 
the crossing aver the Rhine River of the ,17th Intant.ry Reg:lment. with Compal\Y B 
reverting to the ,18th Int'ant.ry Regiment. after the ,17th Infantry Regiment had 
secured a foothold. on the BLat bank. 

The attack jumped off moo 28 larch 1~5 am progressed according to plan 
against moderate resistance. 

Company B crossed. the Rhine River 29l3OO larch 1945 ani assisted the ,18th 
Infant17 Regiment in capturing the towns of Hasslock (l5l.~), Nied.-baus8ll (1Itl.74) 
ani RaJIi)a.ch (W868). _ 

Company C crossed the lILin River with the 319th Infantry Heg:llnent clearing 
the to\'ItlS of Wicker (J8,.759 am De1.kenheim (11+561.). 

Conpany A did not cross the Rhine River untll 291.~5 larch 1~5 at which 
time it assembled. in Uiesbaden (A65l:4) with the 317th Infantry Regiment in Division 
reserve. 

The 7mnd Tank Battalion moved North vrith the 80th Intantry Division 31 ..rch 
1945 am at month's em was located. as follows: 

Battalion CF - Neuldrchen (m35,) 

A Company - attached to 317th Infantry Regiment - Niedergrezbaeh (H0758) 

B CompaIV - Battal.ion control. - RollsMusen (H0952 ) 

C CompaIV - attached to 3l9th Infantry Rteg:im.ent - Remsteld (H2168) 

D COmpaIV - Battalion control. ' - SchrecksbaDh (H092497) 


,
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"~-~LI!IlLI boaa, COD81d...1zJg the cia_ge oaus".· 

OOCl.:Laa'I;~'1d detcmeive ....... 

anea;r was 
a 

cat1lu:rea. 

... 

,An. ASIQJt :aJPalT - 8" ,It'
. '.' . 

Section II -'I~ I eV 01' ~$1C". 0,"',&0-' (8-2) 

. tll1e .,nt.h iJlt,ti1i~..,. acrt;i...1i~ tv the .,tal1eD oaD b. cl1-rlded 

into two pha.es. From th.-1Bt 'UDtll th.13"~ IIPtrcbl,.5 Ud.a orpD1sation 

~.""'~" attached. to the 16th IDfant.17 D1~1oD aDl work_ a. a UId.' in their 

sectal" • ll••:l.stazu:. h..... l~ht, con.1stq -iDl7 in at_1.... d.emolitions 

am comentMt1ou ot 1~l1b" art:U.l817' aid nebel"..t..... Anti 

tank w... repOlfll_ hl::. ~. _~ a,I¥l artlll817 aDllll1.D-. took the 
gr.tut tQU,ot caeuaJ.ti... In tr.k :LDc:S4eut a aecl1wn tank attemptiDg 
to by a bridl., hit a __ of UIIl...JdDed .is. aDd..beaaae a t~ wreck 
w1'h cr. JHIIb... ldlllid by tbe coric1llle_~ The II1ne •• beUw_ li. be 

• cOZltactecl daring this op....tion .... d1eal"pn1zecl am coDtueed. by 
forceful AJa8l"ioan driv..~ &Ill -.4 broklli up 1Dt.o _ll oQllba' urd.t. 
little centralized eoatral. ajor urd.t. :ktent1t1ed w ..e the 216 VG 

560 VG DiT1eiea,. am the 2Id Pz Div1eion, but ther nev.. orcaniz eel 
. ' 

uw~", the ~ecom phase ot operatioD8~ thie unit was r.ttac.lled. to the 

.J.DII"lD'OIl7 Div1aion aid JIlOV'ed. to the vicinity ot 8Urburg. Hare a DIlOh 


BUt,..:um of G__.n .oldiEr was encountered.. '!'her 'Wer. trained. mountain 

UUl1IID4Ir. of the 21d and the' 6 SS )(ourdiain Div1eion. The power of the ­

by the 8Ot;h Intantry,DiviBion broke up their detene:!ve organ­

robbed. them ot their will to fight. From the 11 arch 1,.5 on­


no longer able to develop al\Y detenaive potential, aId ex­

t_ isolated. inc:i.d.ents, retreated in dieordar. Haat:U)" formed. 


ft"onns ware thrown into our path, only to be ovarwhel.lDed, eurroUDied, 

In1t:1al terrain difficulties ware eventuall)" overCOJJle ani in 


es the assault took on the role of a road areh. At the Rhine Riv,C" 

Anll!dIV attempted. to lalt the advance, using anti aircraft men drawn from 

-the d.efense area. 'lhese were uzable to accomplish their mission. All 
att , by the ceIIW', throughout the month of 1I1rch, to contain our adftnce, 
were tutUe am the em ot the month saw this unit approaching the Ger.n cit)" 
of Kassel., 250 m:Ues frOll1 the starting point at saarburg. Due to the conglClllere.te 
hodge-podge ot troop. encountered. late in the JDOnth~ po.itive 1dentit1c&tion ot 

units ~ged was impossible. 


.i 

. 

) 
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1. '-:"-.l.C ::::::~-~'>,~:LO_L: l~l.~{e all ~~lirc1 .:'Jmy Units traveled many miles 
:~ i ,::, )a~J't uo ~'>-:. ::::;e 121S ten~)()rariIy assigned to -the 76 tl::.lnf •Div. 
'.' ;; :2,:';'-~l;,--~lio~1 c:co~Jsed t~le border into GerrJany for t~le second time. 
~) '1 2St> 'Ye 'Jrn:ry, after havinc cross'ed it once while operc-,.-cinc; with 
'C:_18 30-::;"~ I~l~E'.Div.,St11 dnrin~ the l['_ttel~ part of February. Shortly 
-c'jcrea:;:'ter a tc:::::,: ::ol"oe ~~110-,7n as ::". P. C:larmy was for;~e<1 under the 
0Y'_>D,n'~ of Colollel 'in'~'--"lCro, Com:-.1allding Officer, 17th Ar:';ld.Group, 
',f, :;'c> :L '-:.cIudeC t'-lj. (3 :Ja'~ '~alion alo_:::..3 ':Ji tll e1ern,ents of Infantr:", 
Ac~iller:/, :;<.;.n1-: Destroyers, Ledical Units, etc. On the 12th I:aroh 
t~le ~3attalioll Loved to ~~ous, IJ'\}.xe:1bour~ to an assenbly area of the 
8Ct~ I~lf.Div.a:fter receivinc orders of the transfer on the 11th 
~_arc::~. ::-Jeavinc ·t~~is assembly area coubat teams were formed once 
<l--=:;:.dn '::.:.t~. '~Jle first ob.jective beinG across the 110se11e' River in 
t"l£ Saar area.. With ra)id advances beinJ made. daily it wasn't 
1 O~'l ..... before cros sine t.~le fanons :Rhine River at Idainz. ..\fter 
yl,-__~s:lin&; into ';ViesiJaden, orders were received sendL:1L,; us north, 
up to the Kassel area, a'~ ,\'lilich section the Battalion is now operat­
ing in. 

2. For a re-·)Ol't on critical s;lortages existing at t~le end of 
t!le Dontll see iaclosure no. 1. 

CLASS I ­
a. Rations consw'!led for 'l;11e month of February were as 

follov,'s: 
51?' TYI)e liB" 
15i~ Type 110" 

'-../91Q T"Jpe "K"
" 13j'0 Type 10 in 1 

f').:.'
~;;" Type ttD" 

b. Cl~~s8 I S-l1.·o·.Jlies for the Eonth of I.'~arch \vere received 
al'ld dis'uributed rli thou~1; ~ any exce]!tionnl difficulty. Field Ra'liion 
II A" was issued for the !lost part of tlJ.,e month and operational 
r:ltions beine used where tactical conditions warranted them. 
l'resent1y, operational rations are being used daily since Field 
"A" Rations are not available, due to the leins supply lines and 
rate of priority. 

'c. Water consuHed during month remained about the saue as 
last month. Whenever Companies 'were ol)erating too grea.t a distance 
for the ,Yater truck to service them they relied on nearby streams, 
usin, halazone tablets or boilin6 the water to purify it. 

d. :ro difficulties in the procl).rement of coal-, since the 
OOElpanies took advantage of captured stock piles. 

OLASS II 
a. Requi'sitions for non-tariff shoes were su.bmitted over 

a mont~ ago in accordance with new procedure and as yet have not 
been received. 

c. Replacement of tanks - very slow du~ to long supply 
lines and priority going to class V supplies. 

1 


http:l--=:;:.dn


SECTIO:-T III (Conti~ued) 


CLASS III ­
I,Tany problems were encountered during the r:lOnth on this 

class of supply due to the rapid advances, hlaldng the supply lines 
extremely long. Often tines it was necessary to send go and 100 
r.liles for gas. It vras necessary LlOSt of the ti;,le to convert a 
:~nunber of 2.l'lDllUli tion trucks into gas truclw in order to Lleet 
reC}.uirenents. Gas trucks havinG been dispatches to CIL~ss III 
dU!11PS were .;one for u.s long as two or three days. On several 
occasions, Oils SAE N·o. 10 and iTo. 30 were not available at Class 
III SP No. 110. In spite of these JD.entioned difficulties alone 

':lith ot~lers the Battalion never failed to arrive at its destination 
at the desiGnated time. 

CLA;:3S IV ­
PX items continued to be issed on Sundays tllrotlgllout the 

month. During the last week of the month the Division was operat­
ing in an area south of Kassel and captured a town v!hich had a P.W. 
Carlp containing American Personnel. A 33i~ cut of PX items was 
made by O.D.Q.l.:. on all units in the Divioion which were to be 
turned over to the American Prisoners of War, v!i tIl the idea being 
very highly indorsed by all. 

ClASS V ­
Lac~{ of transportation in tilis Organization necessitated 

leaving 1500 rounds of 4.5 rockets plus fuzes for sarile at Beurig 
on the I.loselle \vile'1.· the Battalion made the swift advance to the 
Rhine. It was also necessary to leave two nen as .:.;uards for t~.lis 
Anmunition. A leteer req,u8stin.:.; the authori~ation of an ea~i.neer 
trailer, such a3 tlle type to haul bull dozers, was instigc;tt.. d "iJy 
this Office but was disa.):Jroved by hi::;her headquarters. Subseqy_en ely 
this Unit was 270 mile8 from. tlle location of the ammunition making 
it unavailable for use. Third Army :qeadquarters V'lfJ.. S notified of 
this nw.tter a,.:.d it was arranGed '.'!hereby they would recover this 
am.nuni ti·on and notify this Office when guards could be recalled. 

REC OI.~,i..~.~·nA:: I 0 ~rs ­
I·~ is recommended t:lat tIle code color systm'1 be used 

exclusively in the identification of Oils, SAE roo 10, 30 and 50. 
Two eyster.!s of !l1arkinc hi:!!.ve bee.!:l encountered by t':1is Unit, one bein£; 
the code color raarking and the other, having the ty~)e of oil L~arl;:ed 
ri.:;l1.t on tlJe can. However, it has beer.. found that the cans havil'"lb 
the latter systeLl are difficult to identify sin.ce t~;e nur.~bers have 
been obliterated or covered with extraneous matter. 

- 16 ­
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\ '.-. RESTR'CT~D' ." '.: 
1st I ECLOSlJlU, Pa:::;e No. 17 

Cr:i. i;ical shorta.38s are as follows: 

QUARTERMASTER 

Flag, Geneva Oonvention Red Oross '4 
Ambulance and Marker w/Staff
Selector, Qualification Card 1 
3rushes, Urinal Type
Shoes, EE width, all sizes 

ORDNANCE 

31nocular, I,1l3 19 Pord Engine Parts 
''';ubes, 600 x 16 6 Ward la France Parts 
1:i1"es, 750 x 20 23 Track, Medium Tank 
:::ulJes, 750 x 20 24 Track, Light Tank 
3attery, 6 volt 4 Bogie Wheels, Medium Tank 
','fatches, Pocket 4 Bogie Wheels, Light Tank 
,latches, Wrist 5 Hot Patches 

SIGlJAL 

AN/VRC - 3 22 
Cover, BG-96 75 
Flashlight, TL 122 70 
Test Unit, I-176 5 
Transm.itters, BC-604 8 
Maintenance Equipment, Me 13 1 
Voltohmeter, I-166 4 

! 

.~ i .~... i,!t" 



- -

*;'''"''~~;'''r1.~~~·'''''~~ie''''It;tf';'''''{'''' ,::",~,p~'••rtJ~~~:.""l"~\~"""" ,"'" '. ;, "i-'""'. 
.. . .', 

! 
: 

TABn~s FCR S-l SUY.MARY 

702d Tank Battalion 

TABLE y.,TUMBm 1, 

BATTLE C:~9JAI..TY fu-:PORT 1=1Y TYPE OF 
CASU.U,TY - (Figures taken frqn 
Battle ca.sualty Re:;orts up to and 
including 18 APril 1945 for the 
period lyar h5 - 31 Mar 45). 

DATE ill DON ru Y! MIA MAL RIDtS-
1*,,*11Tar *** ~ 1 **"~ 1 :3 

-IHf**tf. *l:,* .;(-~~ -r.-r,,***'*** ****** 
6 yar ~'* S M* ***** 7 15 ~*'***** 
*'lHHH!- ~,} ~'* iHHf- -r.-r..r.- ';~:H'~ ~*'* 
161far ~'* -tHI* 2 ~HHt.. 2 -t'<'lHHl****~~-tHHS* *-t''"* -t'MHf- -r.** il*l1- ~t..tH~ -lHHHHf -tHHHHf­

12 rar ~Y* iHf-* 1 -fH~(. ~** 1 3 
*lH(-,'B!-::, il** -r.** \ ~H:~} ~<'lHf- *'lHH~i~''..Ie--), -l!~~1-

15 !rar 2 ~~:~'*' 7 3 12 ~HHBf**** 16 va.r :3 -t'.-lH*, 2 ~H* ~~~~~- 5 ~/~H~ 

17 j'nr -!HH~ 1 1 ~H:..J~ ~~HH~ 2 1H''*** 
lS lfar -t'.-lH} -JH~"* ~R~~ ~HH!- ~-~H; ~-~~-4HH(- :3 

~'~/~~~-~HH~-~~* ~H~ -JH~- -:Hl* ,1\/\ -::~~~ ~:~:-~' 4~-i'(" ~~;~*~--
'!'OTD.L 12 1 22 3 0 3S 9 

T~\!:rr~ :"1Ul."E~ 2. 

~T ~.~ ~!;Tr-; ~~~T".~ 

(Inc1:di,nc Eos'-,it,.,1 ~~tlJrnp.cs) 

.." D\?E .;..;.:...:.- .~'-~'~~..~t-~~~Hf. 
I 

2 l'~.r 10 
I 

10 

'" 27 

20 1'~r 

7 

'-'0 "~"-/'II 

--~ 
~r~,~TJI. ~ L. _ ____ ~~ •. _ .. ______••._~ - ••• ----- ­

, 
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:"!3 ?llr~~le Pp,"'rt. •.,;':.:"1. 
3 (1st) ('::J~ V.:"f' C:' 'C:":CT' te' 'O"I;,"lA VI??,!'t. 
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Bl&lqJARTIBS ~•.' 

702ID TAlI BA1".r!LIOI 
APO 403, C/O FOS11US1'EI N1!JI YOU, Of toBE 

SUBJECt': After ,.1on Report - AprU 1945. 

: 	 the Adj\ltaAt Qeaeral, War Dep&rtact, ~hiDgtCll 2" D. C. 
('1bra: Cc.aand1nl General, 80th Intmtr,r Division, !PO SO, 

U. 	 s. A11Q'). 

I' 

, 1. In ccapliance with paragraph 2b, Sect.ion III, Keorand_ #64, 
H.aclquart... 80th L1tant1'7 Dlv1.sloll, !PO 80, U. S. ArIq, the tollc-.lac 
ca- mts are .ubdtted: 

A. 	 No particular change in 1'/0 or 1'/1 tor this Unit other 
than those eDUDlerated in prey:iDus Atter Action Reports. 

11-	 No ItSJIS ot general interest are subDittede 

, 

--./,......~
TAlBOT III, 	

r 
:.
"; 

-"~'I: 
\

Ll 	 :telW1t Colonel, I 
702114 Tank Battalion, 
CQwandlng. t 

1 
I 

tJU •• '\~R.\DED TO: 	 !r.. I 

CLA5S1f'ICAfJJN RLMuVED 
BY AUTHOBITY OF TAG.....k.J:......c......_ 


H " ... - 'j
___i...__:::~..",,-.::JJ ______ ____-1.,.; _ 

jDate Initials 	 J : 
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Autlu OGt 8Q:th Inf Div 
Init. ~&( 
:Date. 1)(a;y 194-5 j 

.A1PTIR A01'.[ON REKltT _ APRIL 1945 
Section I - eaamary of Operations (8-,) 

1 April 1945 found the Battalion in the .1e1n1~ Qf Neukirchen 
(H1353) preparing to move to forward assembl;r area in tlae vicinity 
of Homberg (Hl??l). Oompany A. was attached to OT 3J.7. Co B was in 
Division aeserve in vicinity of BOllberS. OoJlpa.il;y 0 was attached to 
OT 319. fae Battalion (less At B, and 0 Companies) was in DiT1sion 
Res~e in vicinity of Hombers_ .. 

The action during tbe month of April 1945 was characterized by 
a series of rapid advances, <he to tll.. disorganization of the enemy 
as a result of the rapid adTances of the Armored Di'Vi.siona in our 
sectors. 

PERIOD 1 AFi1 to 5 April 1945 

tnring this period. the 80th IDf'antry Division engaged in the 
capture ot Kassel (02203). .: 

Initially Oompany A was in reserve with 01' 317. ~e Oombat Team 
advanced on 4 April capturi~ the towns of Niedervell_r (0210?) and 
Ihringshausen (02208) to block enemy escape routes froll Kassel •. 

Oompany B with CT 318, attacked Kassel from the west, and. cleared 
the city itself. 

Oompany 0 ~th OT 3191 Jlaved around Kassel. from tne Southwest 
capturing Bettinhausen (0C:!402), Oshau sen (H2699) and the hish ground 
to Souuneast of Kassel. 

On the 4th of April Company B was relieved from attacnment to 
CT 318, and one-half of the company attached to each. A and B companies.
Company D was attached to CT 318 in Oompany B'$ place, and assisted 
the Combat Team in maintaining law and order in Kassel. 

PERIOD 6 April to 10 April 1945 
The 80th Infantry Division prepared to resume the attack North 

and East from Kassel ~en orders were received to stand by for relief 
by the 69th Infantry Division. 

Upon relief by the 69th Infantry Division the 80th Infantry 
Division moved to the vicinity of Gotha (J0865) am took up a de­
fensive pos!tion around the town. During this pe·riod B and C Companies 
were attached to the respective Combat Teams, while Company D was 
attached to 80th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop with the mission of 
protecting the left flank of the division. 

(1) 
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The Battalion CP was established in Gotha. 

The Combat Teams with the attached tank companies prepared to 
move east from Gotha 8 April 1945 and capture Rrfurt. OT 317 with 
Company A was to advance on the Northwest portion of the ci~. 
CT 318 with Company B was to advance at the same time and seize the 

•

Southwest and South parD of the city with one battalion moving to 
east of city by-passing city from South. 

CT 319 witb. Company C was also to by-pass Erfurt and be prepared 
to advance East on Jena (J6366) and Weimar (J5270). 

PERIOD 11 April to 18 AJgi1 1945 

All of the Rocket Launchers in the battalion were assembled in 
Headquarters Company at Eberstadt, and placed under the command of 
Lt. SHCRE. The platoon was immediately moved into position vicinity
of Mobisburg prepared to support the attack on Erfurt. 

The attack on ErfUrt progressed as planned, and the town was 
reported clear, 132200 April 1945. 

In the meantime Weimar (J52?0) had fallen to OT 319 without a 
fight. 

OT 319 with Oompany 0 and Rocket Launaner Platoon then attacked 
Gera and cleared the tom against only moderate resistance. 

The Battalion OP moved from Gotha to We1Dlar, to Gera during this 
period. 

The 80th Infantry Division with ?02nd Tank Battalion continued 
to move east on Ohemnitz from Gera, and was prepared to attack the 
town when on the 18th o~ April orders were received d:lrecting the 
Division to move to an assembly area in the vicinity of Bamberg. 

Pursuant to the above mentioned orders the 702nd Tank Battalion 
moved to the assembly area 19 April 1945. While in this area the 
companies were located as tollowSJ Battalion OP, Headquarters a.od 
Service Oompanies - Klenkheim (03464), A O~mpany at Stubig (03963),
B and 0 Oompanies at Lausdorf (03662), D Oompany at Doscherdorf 
(03861) • 

The Battalion moved trom the Bamberg area to Numberg (03901)
24 April 1945, and continued maintenance and rehabilitation ot equip­
ment and pe rsonnel. 

The Battalion moved out 24 April fro. Numberg with orders to 
proceed to Regensburg (01855). Atter reaching Re~bur! the 
companies were once more attached A company to 3l?tn Infantry, B 
company to 318th Infantry and 0 company to 3l9th Infantry and moved 
Southeast trom Regensburg with the Oombat Teams. 

(2) 
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At the clos e of the period the Battalion OF was established in 
Ergolds-Bach (U2820), and the companies were advancing South towards 
the Isar River. 

CHA.RLE D~ SAMMONS, 

Major, ?02nd Tank Battalion, 

8-3 
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~·l.'~rr'ou :h0Ui:. the l'.lontL u1' ~I.':)rjl, enoqy' r..t.tenpts at, l'esistc~;lce ',:e1'e ;'i1r~:ed by their 
ccmtil1uw .i.'eoblciless. .'.t OlU;:" tl;O YH3ri::>ds .,as there L'.ny sho',; of stl'eI1.:tn, <".n'..l by 
late in '~j,e 1 LonL, 0\U' :'.ssuult h.'1.d lost it:,s chD,rD.ci.,or, [',n<1 t,~1'3 0;...:.:' pro'c:' dcs­
cr:.~)tio:~~ i'or () ·,;:"'[_.t~L4.c~r:,~; cn::a. '-~et1 in b~r Jv~lC J)".l,tt/t:.lic.. n "~1C1_S ItrCk~.d :-.)::.rcnif 

':.I;~C Ci·(:':i.8G v . .' !.: ,-::0;;'2, c.!Cl l'i':..::,'t ',:01',0 'GLe i'oc;,~. _,O~YlG3 :.:f resi:::t:.lce, [.ml int:,ile 
'~lei'c\sc, 0,' (,:1::-; .'. ,_ ":;:', tcnkl!! '.:cre w,ed in l:i.:ti.ted l1iJ..1J))O:i.";. ~'ln;': uni-t.s 'lIere the 
;:;.~.r.l'·O',;U]· :,,' S::.8 :;:';. t ,~;.s ,ci.'ensc. ~.nt t::883 i<~natical E',acl'ai'ice o~)(3raticm8 serJed 
tn :1-.' ",c,:.},:u, :L):' "L ; ,::,~·col~!J.jlC()~U3TC\l;-lx.~ units crl;~1blo:l bei'ore om' ol',';a;lized 
assaults uf;"er olll:- C'. to~:en-l}lu3 resist.:;.'1ce. ',i'he t.anks ';illich 'j,ere UBOO in the 
c.iefem:;c of J'.ssel ',;ere the first ne l¥ld um in o'!\i' nwn.oer since leavin~ ti1e arro 
of LosheiJ:,. .L'ha unit involved was '(:'he .lanzer .lGO School, ...isen3.ch, and ori::; ­
ir:ally h~~< Lhirt:r-t".'o tanks, divicioo into four compo.nies of ei[';ht tc.n1:s <nch. 
,,;on~:cnios 1, :-2, and 3 had ~J: N tanks, Hille h V."3.S oo..uipped \;1th :J.: VIS. .i.t 
i'irst ·...'i;,c;er 1115 Here l'eported in tJ:1e vicinity, uut the'J '"el'e found to be doo.d 
t<lrL.:s, havinr~ bee~l c.iosvl'oyed uy loheir OVIn CrEYIIS. 

i';O l1(J,I or l.lDtwuc:.l ',[E.lC.~·)ons"eY'G L;.sed ill tho .l.)lttaLi.on sector during the month • 
..:he,\y lIilite.r:,' Ol'[;a':izQtion l::::S in the l<::.st stc.;;es of deGeneration. .Lne rosic 
(~efcnse units ',:Cll'C G'J.'IS of CO;l:;c.n~' '-'"l~l batt;l.J.irm :,:.z,e, [nt' ::CI::: 0::' l'ec:;iJ err-w,l si3e. 
In 'c.l:,:;) C[:s::: o.~· .1'itTt, three 0:';:- t;lCS(; i:g IS ':.-ere c,:x,lbillOd lrlto a 'irovisior~.l (iv­
isj,on, a:',·, 1(>(1) 1"i3j,0:1 .'cli. '3].' • Go:c':olesce:-lt s, 1''.C:1 on i'ur'lou)1, school troops, 
:CC['.l' oc:telon '-'0,1, Gtl'~.::..).G~'S, U,(~, yc)li:stl'lUl '}l'ovi;: cd 'Colle ":c>rsonrlcl, Cllthou:-:h the 
l[:,st o~· _,{ic.se ~'llI,.YHe~,;. r:, .':'.~:·.:~d. t.~'·T>:.:'·lC~.~ "LTC) l'~G:~c1 l·Ol~ rlaL~e c:.t 'L,~le -"~<~~1(~ of the first 
~lloto l.'l0.l~: u~·;._.~Ct~ I:i..~~f':;:~ l)(yt.'· "0 l~' .:. ~i:.ct~~ ):"1(3 -:-:i' ~·.2.. t.·~. _~~t~r:- :'11(-1. ~.',,::ti t(:;.1.~"= -.;cr,r~:)~lS. 

. ,,....,,... 
../1: _ ........,:. to :'l~_S f2.te • 
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TABLE) FOR 8-1 StDOIARY 

702cl 'l'aDk BattaliGD 

TABLE lUlBER 1. 

BATTLE CASJALTY REPORT B! 'l'!PE 
OF CASJALTY - (Figures take 
tl'ODl Battle Cuual. t1' Report. up 
to and including 15 liay 1~5 
tar the period. 1 Apr 45 - 30 
Apr 4'). 

DATE KIA ru!! WI.l W JIIA TOTAL Rm'S 

-IHHC* nu. ..JlJI.*** *** *** *** *** 3 Apr *** 1 1 uu, 2 IIMUI*** *** iHHP.a uu. uu.*** *** *** *** 5 Apr- 1 *** *** 1***' *** 
*** ..... ..1...UUII *** *** *** *** *** 

S Apr 1 *** 1*** *** *** ***** MIUM.9 Apr *** 1 *** 1*** *** 
10 Apr 1 *** 1 *** 1ll.1U1 2*** II Apr 1 2 *** :3 IU••*** *** l2 Apr 1 ...... *** 1 I ... '*** *** 13 Apr *** *** 1 *** 1 •••••*** 14 Apr 1 1 .UII'*** *** *** ***.... .....JUUII .. .UII*** ****** *** 18 Apr *** *** ...... *** ••••• S*** ......IIU. *** *****" *** *** ***** -
TO'!'AL 2 1 9 1 0 8 

TABLE NUMBER 2. 

PRISONl!BS OF WAR CAPTURliD 

1Icm. 

TABlE lIJIIBER 3. 
REPLACDll!ftS ~EIvm 

(Including Hospital Retumeu) 

DATE 
iiii 
lD~ 
II AlE'...... 
22 Apr 
.....* 
28 Apr 
M..'" 
t6tiL 

-1­



" 

Tables tor S-1 su.nura17 Cont'd. 

TABLE NWBER 4. 

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

Decorations awarded tr 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45 Incl. 

HO. 

2 Bronze Star Medal. 
9 Purple Heart Allard. 

-l... (1st) Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart • 
...1.. (2nd) Oak Leaf Cluster to Pl.U"ple Heart. 

-2­
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TA.BL~6 PuR 8-1 JU...·.AKY 

702nd Tank Battalion 

3A'1"l'1:..2.; CA3~ALTY Ri:PORT BY fry?,!!; uF CAciUALTY 
For Period 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45, incl. 

DA:r..:; KIA DOW VTIA LIA UIA RTD'S 
.,"'·~~i~"rl-* i't'i~"i~ m-rn: ~ ~ ~ *..-.ij.** 
3 kJr .,~4"'~4 ~'" *1}-ji- 1 1 2 *~~~.***** 
iio"'E-·n·"~~i4- "i"~7i- ii-'l~**,HI­ *** *** **....** 
5 Anr ..;~*~~. *~~"i" 1 *·;H~ *-i..* 1 
i\·"~-·;\"~(Oi(O ~I-.,""(o ii-~,"i~ *';':'i~ **i}'k***'k*** 

.:~. i~~~~i- ~i-"i'-#(- *i~"~~· **'"', ***1i-*v 
(' ADr 1 
Co *."-'~ *",..-oil- *"d.. **,1­.• 'l,A'}r 1 ***** 
10 A9r 1 * .. * 1 *~i'i" *...* 2 

ihH..11 Apr 1 **-~ 2 *-I~* 3 ***** 
12 Anr *"I'",)~· *....* 1 *~..* *** 1 ***** 

*~~4.,(o ~hd~-*iio,*13 b:pr *~H" 1 1 ***** 
1.. ·.;·.;- *.~\..;"14 Apr 1 *** *-1..* 1 ***** 

*-,. ~"->;-,",. ih1- ... *;.* *-;.i;- *** *** **i..** ***** 
18 Apr *·h··;~ **'.<- .• *",k* *..;..* **.....,.. * 5*** *-;}.. ;-** *..;~ ...,,, *.... .,.. *ih.. *** *.... * ***** ***** 

rO'rAL 2 1 9 1 0 13 8 

1 
1 
2 

PRISONu~ OF .1AR CAPrURI£D,
None 

H~PLACEiv1~·'NTS RECEIVED 
(Including Hospital Returnees) 
DAT~ NO. 
**-)1-* ~ 
10 Apr
11 Apr 
**** 

7 
43 
*** 

15 Apr
*'.*** 

1 
*** 

2<.: Apr
** .. * 

15 
*** 

28 Apr .....2.... 
'rO'rAL 69 

1 

- 1 ­
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Ta~le. tor 8-1 Summary, Cont'd. 

• 

TABLE NtJ1.1BER 4. 

~ARD8 AND .bmCllATIONB 

Deoorations awarded trom 1 Apr 45 to 30 Apr 45 inol. 

~ 


Silver Star Medal+ Bron.. Star Medal. a 
I Purpl. Heart· Oat Leat 

01uatera 

-6 Purple Hearts 

• 



HEA.D:-;;TJAr1T:EnS

702rp T' iT pATTE IQI 


.•:-G 403, c/o j-'OSTEASTER, lJE;'[ rOEK, NEN YCRK 


a JWle 1945l11 
-,_:.~ter "-~ Report ­ .May 194.5...-

'l'c, ~l:e Adjl1t3.nt General, :ilar Department, -.~shington 25, ;J.C. 

1. The inclosed observations and recommendations are hereby made for the 
,',.fter :',CtiOll ]e,ort for the month of yay" 1945., , 

... 
17-25, dated 18 rov 4'-' w/change 1 17-17, dated 11 NOV 44 w/change 1 
17-26, dated 13 !'!OV 44 w/chanee 1 17-29, dated 18 NOV 44 w/change1 
17-27, d3.ted 18 ~;ov 44 w/change 1 

2. Inclosure If1, containing six (6) inclosures, indicate the desired 
additioDs and subtractions as combined fram the staff combat experience. 

3. The below listed changes in the T/o recommended by company COllUI8llders 
and by TI\Yself are: 

a. The present. system of technician ratings be abolished and a system 
of specialist ratings be instituted, money va~ue ratings to correspond to present 
technician ratinr;s. However, the enlisted man not to be in a non-commissioned ~ 
officer class. TO be an increase in the effect of the chain of coJJlllal'lCl but not ~, 
decrease the earning power of the individual soldier. <:;). 

l 
b. !.:aintenence ,)erzeant of IIeadqurrters comp~r to ha.ve a rat.lGc ~ ........
'~.' 

Technical sereeant. '~ .~ 
~, 

c. Additional personnel for Battalion Headqu~rs section (t.elelilon. ,. . 
line cr.ew), .three (3) telephone operators; two (2) linemen;. one (1) driv.r, .,..., 
under '::omr:um.icat ions chief to be added. . . j " 

d. All :~ommunications sergeants, exclusive of Battalion CoIllll1nicat:s.:ft" 
chief, sho'.lld carI"'J a !,ating of staff sergeant. 

e. Each tank cOopany to 'have six (6) officers, the additional o!ficer 
under present Tlo &. :; to be company Administrative, suppli and Mess atfic.., 
and/or Liaison officer with SUPIX>rted. Infantry Battalion. ' 

4. ;-ew eCluipnent not at present authorized for a separate Tank BELttalion: 

C'... In addition to any changes shown in inclosures hereto, it is 
desired thc.t each co:npany be furnished a large kitchen trailer, suitably design­
ed for aU-;;Cl.tiler operation. This Battalion has utilized these trailers during 
nine cc:ld one-half (9:) months of combat, and finds them irreplaceable both from 
a vie,I!Jojnt 0f convenience, adequacy of the I)reparation of food, and saving of ' 
VI3.:st·l c;e. ,;,hc ILintenance required is practically nil except for :inf~~t tire 
ren lu. r::' )'1C r.t S • 'Q \~J 

~~, ?>l ~\ 
.... -~ ... 

l1Q'! I'I' 

http:omr:um.ic
http:Adjl1t3.nt


tm ae.s (9-1 )1i:~..COAt 'd. "-~,., 
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c 

b. i ...:.t...... plane with .nl18t.~..pl..... 
'\ 

allDal4 be a44~ to 
Batta110n--a"'dquarter8 Beotion of a .8parat. ,au battaliOD. !he 
neoessary aaintenanoe, tool. &Ad apare parta to be add8' to Battalloa 
)la1Jlt.DaDoe. Thia 1. parUoulu17 a.drabl. _ell operatl.. OIL. (1)
OaDpan1 or a part .of a ec.paD;f with a C<abat If.. or aeTeal ..,ar­
ate IntantlT Battalloll8, ad 1D -D1' oaa8. would haft pr.....t •• tM ­
1088 of tank•• 

.!._ A twelft (11) c1rop _tohbearc1 and. operatiDa rraoDM1. 
three (3) t.l.j)hoae operatora, w. (a, u.._. &Ad OA. (1 ariftrl 
and one (l) Sf. toa ....pou oarri8r ahoul.. b. aUei to tile Battal _ 
Headquart.r. Beotlon, •• ocabat uperl.aoe •• pron. tllat wi" 
oOlaWlloatioa p~r~,.II&1Atalll.4 1. lrrepla..b~. 

4. III lOa. howlt••ra u'o1IlI _" tM peRI' '_ftra. witla 
remote oontrol for t_ tau 0 s....r 1a the tU'l'et• 

•• White phoaphona _pi tloa ah0lll4 be aU8\I"'-' fer 
the _ote-ah.lla now 188U.4. 

t. 'f0018 tor reJIOY1Ja8 bad rollD4a AU_ 1A tlae .)oa)•• rn. 
the iDaide of the turret, 1. a -_ad'1 la ..-,• 

. .I._ All taak o~_era -- -" power 'ftTerM ~ _
trol au1tib17 10cate4 tor quiok aooea.bl11,,. b,. the 'uk. . ..... 

h. All tanka to be .quipped witb. e • .,- .eMa.U. rea..,. 
raoks, not to inolud. le8s fift••D (lJ5) rounda. 

1 Incl: 



'-J~: 
.~r . , ,r-<o,. \,

• c ....,... ... .1 

-

SUlJSO'!a Obupe 1. ~.bl_ or OrpAl..'l•• aD4 :le}ulPIICt..· 

!O: I 00•• D41ns Offloezt,. 101 !&Dk "~t.&l1o•• Ale -'03. 

i 
\ .... _N11r apestt... ,-" ... Mo _ab. 

e... ....., _'bDr1ae4 tel' ,he a_a' of ''''PO''''\l_ aTal1­
a'ltl &ad. 'he ....loa ~ ba1I4. ~ 1.... lla'*l 1D ld._ 
I*l 11 are ..t. 4ee1N4 or "." , • .....,.......aaJ7' • 
... 1IP11.h. our lI1aal_ U14 1'-_ an.. 1a red are aUl88.t.ecl 
a44 t.1oa.a. 

•• 11101 1, 11.'. t.t. vanou. DOM. appl1oa1d.•• 

t. IDOl 2, pert.a1M to OrdDaDoe equip..D'. 
S. Iaol 3, pertain. \0 818D&1 equ1paent.. 

h. Inol", "rtaDa to _".1'II&8'el' eq,ulp_I1\. 

1. IDOl 5, penaiDa , ••sl.ezt "equ1pMDt... \ 1 



' 

• • 

.. -';-:'':~r'+ ikc;;;, , {.' -,,' 

, " ,. 
-, 

IDOl 6, lten-iDa ~ ••1B8 of Ol.O\b1D& UIIl 

.. 

" 

\ 
• ! 

i : 

• 



\ 

INCUH:3URE 1 NODS 

(1) 	 Aut.hor1sed to personnel wbo do not. requ1N thea. 

(2) 	 Too many aut.horlsed. 

(3) 	 Not requ1red. 

(4) 	 Reoommend 1t.e1ll8 be rep1aoed w1th ~1.to1. Oal..~ &D4 
Shoulder Holat.er. 

(5) 	 One per eaoh let.ter and Headquart.ers Oo~ \0 be· 
equipped w1t.h SaR 508 (12 Vol~ 

(6); 	 One per Supply hrgeant to aarl7 out. .,..,.. dl......" Sa;
Inoloaure 7. 

http:Holat.er
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Init: 
Dt'.to: 

l',}"i'.dL ACTIO;; h_'l J Orl'l' - It.y 10L, ­
Section I - SLU1,;nl~o: u;,cratic'ns S-3) ,

• 

Battalion C.P. established in NGolcisoocl: (U2820). 

The 1st of I b.y found the Med:i,tun COl!lp.:'.nics A, B D.nd C c?.~tached to the three 

Infr.ntry Heei.;!1l::nts of the 80th Infe.ntrJ Division a s follows j COnIj?c'lny A to C'l' 

317, Comparw D to CT 318 and Co1rq)8.ny C to (,'T 319. COI:lpD.ny D ,,;as assembled in 

I3&yerbach in Division H.eserve. 


The three Medium Companies Viere in the sectors of their respective CTs a1011G 

the I::ar River. . . 


I 

Company B crossed the lsar River vicinity of Dingolfing late 1 lIl.y 45 with 

one platoon in support of each Infantry Battalion of CT 31B and. continuEd to 

advance'to the S.E. with the mission of\ seizing briciges over the Vils River. 


! 

Company C with CT 319, advanced. S.,. from the River on the right of CT 318 \ 

with the mission of seiz~ bridGes I ovmt the Vils River in its zone of advance •. 


, . 
Company A ...'lith CT 317 renained in~elSel"Ve vicinity of Dingolfing. 

I 
Little to no resistance was met by !theDivision duIW'l.ng this advance am by 


the 3 Illy 45 the troops had reached. the ,Inn$ River. ' 


. The Battalion C.P. was established in Simbach (29277) that same day. 
• 

On 3. lI3.y 45 Field MessaGe #6, 80th Infantry Division VIas received. The 
Field Message read as follovlS: "80th Infantry Division (Reinf) cross the Inn _ 
River vic Braunau - CrOBS on Division order - advance rapidly and seize crossings "" 

" 	over Ager, Traun arii Alm. Rivera in zone. CT 318 relieves lJth Ar::l.ored Division ~ 
holdirl£ bridgehead at Braunau vdthout delay. CT 319 assemble in .Division il.eserve. _ 
Be prepared t~ pass through CT 317 a.nd continue the advance to the ~st on l)ivi­
sion order. 702ni Tank Ib.ttalion attacl;l one lJediwn Tank Company to 69.ch Infantry 
H.eeiment~ Comparw D attached to 80th Reconnaissance Troop." 

The e.bove order VJaS carried out against extremely light resistance, and the 

GTs were dil'ectocl to continue the advance to the line of the Elms River on th~ 


5th UlJ' 1r5. 


In conjunction 'with the advance of the'Combat Teems, Cor.1pCl.ny D with the 80th 

Hcn. r.dvanced from vic BrauMu to Lamtach (551r620) in one day capturing 6000 

prisoners. 


I30.ttalion C.P. establiS~1ed at Vock1abruck (V4152) 5 1,~y 45. 

CLASsIFICATION 

CANCELLED 
Il"fllltllOBll'Y OF ~ADJUT~•. 

~ ~ADlNa~ .....f..if.::f..d....:...... 
I 

http:Cor.1pCl.ny
http:duIW'l.ng
http:COI:lpD.ny
http:Co1rq)8.ny
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. ~.:: ~y~:~ :i-.:: .'j_) G \ ~ )~~. :1:~ (IS D ~: l'2l1 ..\ .. e~'e r 0100. sed fro..r:l ~ t taCllElc11t to tl10 [jotll 
G: '; ••. \: :.t:::. :1.::,', 0...' :~17, ~:lli att.~'.cll0Cl to Tc.sk V01'CO Sqyth. 'l'he 'tlsk Force in 
~'. ~ .. ''-I.~. '. '~,-' ~,i~0 t·,·.~C' r:\. ~ .. : C~'~,:~~.'.lL_0D ·u~:s ..r:t-~de u~:) of an Inf~ntrJ:" I}1.ttalion, l110in­
-',':'~ 0 .. ' < ~\ ") ~ .. ':-C'):"!. ~'l'JU~), C~il'''~ ti10 ~~:-':~:1011 Gor:12)Un~r of' 31'1tll In.funtry • 

... , .... \..- '::':;~,on 01' ',,::c rn~s': .Forco \::"3 to ~\dvcnce South am Nl.st of Kirclrlorf 

\ \,. ';" ~ '.' ~ ~ ~.I ,';: l'u..iuce ,·:1: end::;: r01:'isv.i1ce o"lcountere:1 :Jol'th and West of the Ehns 


'-,::-,' -~:<- FC'l'CC _~,-~val ont fro.~ Eil'chdor:f.' (V7642) the e.iternoon of 6 ~y 1+5. 
--:~ _:,1: .':,'G::::: coll'':'..'.1 re:.'.chod a point five miles South of Kirchdorf where it 
-,,'::-; >~,L,-~_:,>ilc discussioas concerr1il1(~ the ourren:ler of the Garman Forces in 

::'C::. ~C~'C bcill,': conducted \:itll the Gerniln rre&.dqun.rten-s concerned.. 

7i~c ::ar::"~~lcler terl:lS ;:ere refuso:l am the advance was continued the next 
::e::::~:!_:::, :.nc. b:r l:~O~) ho.d I'63.cile2. the tOI'.ns of Garsten (V93Z3) ani Spital (V9517) 

r.t ti~is tir,c General Sooth, Co.rlr.nnder of all Gerne.n Troops in the area 
S1.lrl'ea.l.::;re<i unco:-rlitior~lly to i b.j. General UcBride, ConmaniinsG_aral,' BOth 
Infantry Division. ' 

A2..l o:)crations fro::1 1 Uay 45 until the end. of the war were c.haract_bed by 
the tot::l lb.cl: of resisw-!1ce put up b~' the disorganized Gernnn Ar~, ani 1m. ' 
surrenderil10 01 l~~r e bcxiies of Gerrren Troops. , 

V.3. Dn;:: fOUlrl t,i-i~ elements of th'e Ihttalion located as follovTS: 

En. Hq. Kirchdorf (WV9.324~
Co. A Hochnart (VNSQ3l 
Go. B Haselbach (HZ9475) 
Co. C Zerchuoi-f CN6052) 
Co. D Kirchdorf (1'1'\79324) 
lle:. Go. Inzensdorf(m7345 ) 
Sv. Co. SChfBpp (1'1\75359) 

Un 12 :t.~" h5 -~:lC :Ju.t-tulion Bsoerilbled vic Frankennnrkt (V2247) with the Com­
1')[.:lios occu:}~':-_;L~~ t:< i'oJ~01':inc t01-ms: 

Hq,. Co. Fro.nJ~enH3.rkt (V2247) 
Sv. Ce. Frunl:en:nrkt (V2247) 
Co. ;).. Sclwudl1nm (V2846) 
C:> • B Vocl:l;:~Ln.l' kt (V2850 ) 
Co. C V0 cl;lu:;arkt (V~S50) 
Co. D \inlchcn (V28L}8) 

':. 
'.:.:::0 -- ..;1':1.00. 12 : ly 1.5 to 20 :1'.:, 45 T;a::; s!,ent in rehabilitation of the equip- .. 

I:01:t ~:1Cl 'c::"Gonnel of tho Jc;.tt2lion. 'J.'l1c B;l.ttalion rreintained lavr ani order in 
t;:c ;~j'O::" occ'c;:')icd b~r the unit durin.:; this period. 

"".....--_. 
-, ' 

1 



The Rlttn.lion noved' 'Co the area. of Lake Gmuni en 28 .y h5 vdth the Companies 
occup:rin;; the tmms indicated below: 

Bn. Irq. 
Hq. Co. 
Co. A 
Co. D 
Co. C 
Co. D 
~'v. Co. 

Gmunien (V5145) _ . 

Alt IJ:unster (V5040) 

Scharnstein -(V6542 ) 

Rinnbach (V5330) 

Traunkirchen (1525344) 

Grumu (Vt45365) 

Gmunien (V5145) 


~~A'/~,
CHARI. liB D. SltmIDNS, 
lfljor, 702nd Tank Bn.,

\ 3-3. 

'- ­, , ;4b 
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Auth: CG, 80th. Int I 
~n1t:. 

Atter A.ti.D Rep.rt - "7 1945 Date: 1 June 194' 

Se.ti.D. 	11 Intelll&••8 Operati.u, 5...2 

•• !It.e .•••tlt. .f ..,. I aark_ tlt.. ... .f all .D.••, resiatanoe. \ 
and tk. 	el14 .f· .l~ en••, •••tl11tt••• Our a•••alt .f tae· 
.D••1 a, t. t •• eDt .f tlt.. h••tl1ities, ••D.ttaa.a .Dward 
••re ••• r ••4 .ar.A t~ aa ••••alt, .. tke eu.y .alerl,
surrendered 18 lara. ar.a,., tlt.e .l••er we •••pre'.ed the. 
t. tk. .4...anelq f.r". .f 'tlt.e R1188i_. 

At tlt.e _e,ll1B1ac .f "h. p.rl.' the ellUQ' .tf.r.d .11pt
t.k•• r ••l.t.... at .ar I.~ .1....1' brl"elt.••', ~.t .ar 
.4......e 	.arriM.D. •• 1'.,1411 t ..1 tile .nellJ ... littl• 
• It..... t ••&rrJ .at 4...l1t •••t brl"•••1' k.1 t.rr.ta 
.1' t. 1&7 .ta... O.r tr.... .wlft, .4.......' t. tlt...... 

• 1 .... r ·wlt..r ••••t ..t •• aal. wltll 'tlt......1u8. B.t.r• 
•••t ••t w.. .at. tlt.. I.~ 11xtlt. J.nq ....1' Gen.ral. 
"~.r a •• ~ •.rr••'.rel ......ttl.mall' t ••ar t.r•••, 
t ••, ••••,1.' .. ar.. b..... ' •• ta. •..t ... ..ata _, 
~. Talle7 .t tlt...... R1T.r. !a. ~ ....l.t.. .t t •• 
t.ll.wtac 11T1.1...& 9tlt. ....tall1 Dl...1.1.11, let PaDS.r 
D1Tl.1.~ Ird·P....r »lTi.t.., 5th II Dlvi.l••, Tiki"l ... Ukra1aian D1.1.1.n ani ai•••l1ane.ua Bri'•••• all • 
all ar.... 200~OOO. .l.fter •••••bllDC the .vr.•dar.d 
Slull Ge~D Arrq and .....:1ZW lt t. the.,r.q> ar••• , the 
.&tat.at. perf.ra.' t.r ~ re.t .t the perl.a o.Deiat., 
.t .etttnc up r.a4 bl••ka, pr•••••inc PI. aad h.14'BI 
in pl.o. all 4i.plao.d p.r..... 	 . 

•• ••. .1' unu.aal ••pena ••re used in the Ballallen .eot.r 
4~i.. the peri.4, tae e.e., after durr.n4erlme ..i.taiDed 
4i.oipline In hi. aaroh t. the rear and hi. attitude ... 
•n .t c••plete .bandonaent te hi. tate. 

~. Map. 	used duriDe the periel: 
1/500,000 - R.ad aap 8 and 9 
1/100,000- .-7, W-8, 9-9 

%-1. %-8, 1:-9 
Y-B, Y-9 

/ 

J.... B. .n 
capt. 102 Tank Battalien 
8-2 

http:l1ane.ua
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S~C'.rIOH III 

1. The first seven days of the month found the Battalion J 

~!loppin:; up small pockets of enemy resistance as the war came to 
a clir.'.ax. r.!ost notable was the operation of a Task :Force south 
into A~stria. During this period the Class III problem consumed 
the major portion of the 3-4 time, the Organization being on the 
move almost continuously. 

I 

2. Class I ­

a. Hations consumed for the month of May are shown 
. below, 

4'~ Type "A" 
48~ Type "IO-in-l" 
l~ Type "C" 
8~ Type "K" 

b. The menu of the "Aft ration became i.ncreaSingly 
poorer, oftentimes there being only two meals to serve. !he 
factors per hundred men were much lower than previously and suoh 
items as bread, butter, lard, flour and meat were issued in very 
poor quantities. 

c. A new wrinkle presented itself. As the result of 
the war, it became necessary to feed displaced persons and a train 
load of German wounded. This problem was met by the use of two 
thirds of an operation ration per day. 

d. Water supply ~s adequate, althoUgh the problem of 
keeping personnel from drinking local water was just as great. 

3. Class II ­

No change 

4. Class III 

a. Gasoline presented the mOBt trying of supply
problems for the first half of the month at least. All Units 
of the Armored Force were rapidly moving to occupy enemy 
territory as the war came to an end thus resulting in a huge
drain on the various supply points. Frequently four, five or 
six trucks were gone from the area as much as three or four 
days, traveling from point to point in the hopes of getting 
gas. 
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5. 	 Class'IV 

a. Gratuitous PX issues were made only ~wice during
the month while the non-gratuitous PX items were more abundant 
than they had been previously. It is hoped that with the 
cessation of hostilities more and more of the non-gratuitous
issue of PX items will be available. 

6. 	 Class V 


No change 


REOOMMENDATIONS: 

That we get going on V-J Day. 
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INCLD6URli: 6 

SAVING OF CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT I 

Dur1ng the middle and latter part of November 1944, th1s 
Battallon aooumulated a sizeable quantity of d1soardedoloth­
ing from the battlefleld in the wake of the oombat troops.
The tiDaerviceable ltems were turnedln thrOugh normal channels 
for salvage while the servlceable pleoes were laundered wlth 
the intent of ultimately being turned ln aa excess. At thls 
time the members of the Ba'\tallon were 1n d1re need of olean 
olothlng, however, the taotloal situat10n was suoh that 8011ed 
laundry could not readily be oolleoted from all .em~ra. 
Therefore, the existlng olean 1tema of olothlng were distrlbuted 
ln exchange for 11.. 1tems so11ed, whloh ln turn were turned 
ln for laundering. This suggested the posslbl1ity ot eliminat­
ing the ex1stent dlfflcultlea of olothlng supply. 

At that tlme each man had a duffle bag oontaln1ng hl. 
extra olothlng. Suftlcient organ10 transportatlon waa Dot 
aYallable ln e1ther Company or Battallon Traina to oarry' the.e 
duffle bags, therefore, the extra cloth1ng waa carried on the 
1ndlviduals combat vehiole.. If the vehicle enoountered 
enemy flre some or allot thls olothing was destroyed; lt lt 
beoame necessary for the crew to abandon the vehiole all of 
clothing was loat,or lf the vehl01e was subsequently re­
oaptured this olothing was totally or partiaily pilfered br 
the ene." civilian. or frlendly troops. If any or all of 
thls clotning beoame wet or muddy there waa a tendency to 
throw these items awa" 

There was also a tendency to throwaway .1tems which 
became bulk, or cumbersome. 

In view ot the foregolng facta and olrcumatance. th1. 
Battal10n re11eved. all men or their extra clothing and carr1ed 
lt as bulk ln the Oompany Tra1ns 1ssu1ng out only 1n exohange
for 11ke ltems wh1ch were 801led•. Tbi8 chane- was hlghly
enoouraged and care:rul~ watohed by the Battallon SupplJ
Ofticer. Oombat 108S replaoement requislt10ns of th1a Ba\­
tallon during a six weeks trlal per10d were approxlmate17
twant,-five percent ot what they were formerly and amazlngly
low ln co_parl.on with requ18itlons from 11ke Battallon. or 
Units of comparable Size. ~8 a result, this system waa 
1naugurated 1n the llne companies w1th the following resultsa 

(~) Combat replacement requls1t10ns have been approx­
imately twenty-rlve peroent of former totala erfecting a 
correspond1ng eoonomy. ' 

(b) When tank crews find 1 t necessary to abandon thelr 
veh1cle the only ind1vldual loases are t01let artloles s1no,
all olothlng in their possession ls belng worn. 
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INCLOSURE' (Continued) 

(c) The la.pse of time required to get replaoement 
of sa.lvage is pr::;.otioa.lly nil insofar as the individual soldier 
is oonoerned sinoe immediate replacement is av.llable through
the clean clothing supply. 

The overall results of this system have proved highly
satisfaotory for all conoerned and have efrected a great
savings in replacement oosts at the same time keeping the 
members of this Command well olothed and oleaner. 

r. 


